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offoclety. It is a folemn appeal to God for the truth of

what we declare ; and for our fincerity in what we promife.

IBut what force or efficacy can fuch an appeal have with a

perfon who thinks there is no God ?

The experiment has been lately made—and bleflcd be

God, not at our expence—the experiment, I fay, has been

actually made, what efFedts are produced by atheiftic princi-

ples, when they aflume the reins of Government, dictate

public meafures, and are diffufed among the mafs of the peo-

ple. Wc fee, and fhudder at thofe cffe6ts. Hiftory in-

deed, in its extenfive range, prefents us with a folitary, fpe-

culative atheift here and there, who was a difgrace to our

common nature. The numbc* however was fo fmall, that

no material injuiy was done to fociety } efpeciallyas the

popular belief was always againft them, and they were uni-

verfally deteftcd.* But France has proved by practice,

what was before demonftrable in theory, that Atheifm, when

it infeds the mafs of people, and influences public councils,

is totally fubverfive of fociety, of human happincfs, and all

the comforts of life. And with fuch an example before us,

for any one to defire a repetition of the experiment, would

be jud as wife and rational as to fling a man down a preci-

pice, or difchargea loaded cannon at him, by way of experi-

ment, and to try whether either would kill him ; although

we are already apprized of the certain confequences.

But although I truft, and firmly believe, that thofe im-

pious principles are not prevalent among us, nor any defire

to try fu dreadful an experiment : Yet it may not be impro-
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* When Diagoras, the Atheiil, fled from Athene to avoid a trial on ac-

count ot his princlplcj, the Athenians offered a talent, about )C>i93 I5S>

rteilinj?, to any one that would kill him. The charge of Atheifm agaiiiH

Sucrates, thou^li i ilfe, wiit the caufe of his being put to death.


