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fomc of them, cfpecially thofe of filk ami linen, bcin^

(ii inconfiderable, that they are obliged to fupply iho

want of a fufficicnt quantity by in'portin;,' them from

Europe and the Levant. I he people fend few of their

commodities t>> foreign m;irk?ts, their oil, wax, com,
and pulfe, being b.ircly fuflicicnt to fupply the country,

though before tne city ot Oran bccnnie fubjeit to Spain,

the merchants have been known to fljip off from the va-

rious ports of li.irbary, feven or ci;;ht thoul.iM<l tons of

corn in one year. 'I he confumption of oil, which is

here very plentiful, is alfo fo confidcrabie in this coun-

try, that it is fcldom permitted to be (hipped off

for Europe ; fo that their exports chiefly confift in

olhichcs feathers, wax, hides, wool, copper, ru^s, filk-

failles, embroidered handkerchiefs, C'hriiUan fla\cs, and

dates.

The goods imported, whether merrhandize or prizes,

chiefly confid in gold and filvcr ftiiffs, damafks, linen

and woollen cloths and (luffs, cotton raw and fpun, tin,

iron, plated brafs, lead, quick-filvcr, cordage, fjiU

cloths, bullets, cochineal, tartar, alum, rice, fugar,

honey, wax, fpices, aloes, opium, anife and cummin-
fceJ, foap, copperas, arlenic, br.izil, logwood, Vermil-

lion, pumlack, fulphur, maftic, farfaparilla, afpic,

frankincenfe, galls, paper, combs, cards old and new,
and dried fruits. Uut though there is a conflant demand
for all thcfe commodities, yet a fmall quantity of them
is imported by the merchants, on account of the fre-

quent exaflions and heavy duties to which they are

fubjeft, and the precarioufnefs of payment ; on which
account thofc who want any of them will wait in hopes

to meet with them on board fome prize •, for they are

chiefly fupplicd with them by the corfairs. It is a mis-

fortune that both the manufaflurers and (hop-keepers,

which la(t are chiefly Moors and Jews, are fevcrely

treated by the government, and frequently fined for even

pretended faults, which renders them fo poor, that it

often puts them upon cheating their cuftomers, cither

in their weights or meafurcs, though they are fure of

being treated with the utmod feverity, either by a heavy

fine, corporal punifhmcnt, or with death.

The coin in ufe h-^rc is moftly foreign, their own be-

ing only of three kinds, viz. the barba, of copper, fix

of which were formerly worth an afper j but is now of

only half that value.

'I'hc afper is a fmall fquare piece of filver, and both

this and the former has Arabic charadlers (lamped on
ea'-h fide. Fifteen of thefe afpcrs are of the value of a

Spanith ryal,and twenty-fourof a dapta, which is worth

about a crown. Thcfe are all the pieces of money coin-

ed in the city of Algiers.

They have likewile three forts of gold coin ; but thefe

are only coined at Tremcfcn, viz. the rupee, worth
thirty- hve afpers; the median, and the dian, or zian,

worth a hundred afpers. This lalt was the ancient coin

of the kings of Tremefen, on which account that pro-

vince has tile folc privilege of coining thefe pieces.

Befidcs thefe, the Turkilh fultanin of ^old, which is

worth about a ducat ; the moticales of Fez, of the va-

lue of about one (hilling and ten-pence; Spanidi ryals,

French crowns, Hungarian ducats, and other European
money, arc .ilfo current among them, though they have

no iixed (landard.

SECT. XXII.

0/ the Kingdom c/ Tunis.

/// Situnli-.iit Extent, Divifi^ns, Rivers, I/ljnrlf, of th'

Mountain of lawan or Zagoan, and of the C.':m.:te of
films in general.

THIS kingdom, which once comprehended the pro-

vinces of Conllantina, Biigia, Tunis, Tripoli, and

y.aah, or Ezzab, is bounded by the Mediterranean on
the north and call ; by the kingdom of Algiers on the

well i and by Tripoli, with part of Bilcdulgerid, on the

fouth ; extending from the ifland of Jcrba in thirty-three

degrees thirty minutes to Cape Serra, in thirty-feven de-

grees twelve minutes north latitude, it being two hun-

dred and twenty ailes iii length from .north to fouth.

ai:d a hui drcd and leventy in breadlh from ta{} to welt)

the city of Sbekka, the farthell cilv to the well, being „ •

fitiiattd in ci'nt digrtts, and CIvbca, the lartliell to ttv^.'A?.
talt, in ileven (ie.Ties twentv minutes caf! longitude. //.'Si?.

1 his touiuiv, which was once di" idcd Into provinces,

is now under the immediate iiifpciStiiii of the bev, and

is only oiitingu'.nicd into the funiiur and winter cir-

cuits, which the bev takes in peril :i thiough his domi-
nions at thole feafoiis with a flvin;: camp ; in the fum-
mer feafon tiaverfing the fer'ile cmintiy near KelK and
IJaijah, and the diflncls betwitn Cairw;'.ii and Jereede,

and in the winter proceeding through the rill of the

country.

The fummer circuit, or northern ililtri.T-, i:< much
better inhabited than anv of tlu' iieiLrhbourinj^ kim/doms
of the fame li/.e, and is hv fir the moll plealant ;.ndler-

tilej and as it has a great number of titiis, towns, and
villages, has the fiiieft appearance <A' afikKnce, prolpe-

rity, and chearlulnels, which doubtUfs proceeds from the

mildnels of its government, and its being freer from

tyranny and oppreffion. Its fertility is, howiver, in-

terrupted by fever.il hilb, plains, and maiflies, difpcrfed

over it, that will admit of little cultivation, nor Icarce

any manner of improvement.

The principal rivers of this circuit arc, the Zain^,

which divides Funis from Algiers ; the Mej^-rd.i, ufuiilly

called Megerada ; the famous Bagiada of the anticnts, on
the banki of which Regulus is (aid to h.ive killed a

monflrnus fcrpent. 'I'hc Miliana, fiippofcd to be the

Catada ot the antients, is remarkable K,r its forming the

bay of Tunis, and havini; that metropolis fituated at its

mouth ; the (Jabbs, or Caps, fuppo.ed to be the 'Friton

of the antients, which riles only three or four !eaa;ues to

the fouth-fouth-wcll of the city of its nam", and falls into

the fca to the northward of the old citv, forming tho

ground on which it was built into a kind of pcninfula;

and the Mejcrdah, or Old Bagrada, which is the mod
confiderable of the whole kingdom.

A fmall ifland oppofitc to the mouth of the river Zaine,

is in the pofleflion of the Genoefc, who pay an annual

rent to the regency ; but the coral-lilhery, which wns their

chief inducement (or making this fettlement, failine con-

fiderably, it is probable they vviil not long keep poill flioii

of it, if they have not already abandoned it. They have,

however, creeled a fort for their proteiSlion againll any
furprize from the neighbourinir Arabs on the continent,

and from the infults -f •\'^. cruifing vellels of Algiers and
Tripoli.

The other iflands belonging to this (late are. Cape
Negro, which is fituated about live leagues to the north-

call of Tabarka, which has a fettlement of the French
African company, who p:iv a coiiiiderable fum of money
to 'Funis for the liberty they enjoy at La Calle, though
that place is under the Algcrine government, and for

keeping up a fort here to protctit them from the infults of

the neighbouring Arabs.

Six miles to the north of Cape Kegro Is Jalta, the Ga-
lata, or C.dathe, of the antients. 'Fhis is a fiigli rocky

ifland, which has a very dangerous (hoal. ( he Cani
arc two flat contiguous iflands, where the Italian row-
boats frequently lie in wait lor the Tunillens. 'Fhefe

lie four leagues to the north-north-wefl of Cape Pilloe,

and nearly in the mid-way to Cape Blanco; and four

leagues beyond Cape Negro to the nortluvard are the

Three Brothers, which are three rocky iflands near the

continent, about half way to Cape Blanco.

The principal mountain of thii kingdom is the Zowan,
or Zagoan, whofe fummit altords a prolpect of the

greattfl part of the kingdom. It is remarkable for a town
of its name which (lands at the foot of it, in great re-

pute for dying fcarlet caps, and for bleaching of linen ;

great quantities of both being daily brought thither from
all parts of the kingdom. The ftream which ferves

for that purpofc, and runs from the top of the mountain,

was formerly carried by a noble conduit toCarthit;c.

Over the fountain was built a temple, the ruins of which
are (lill to be fecn. It has alio on its declivitv and about

its foot feveral Roman antiquities, as the remains of towns,

caftlcs, forts, and infcriptions cut in marble. Thismoun-
ta n


