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CHAPTER I.

FERDINAND LOPEZ.

It is certainly of service to a man to know who were his gi'aud-

fathers and who were his gi aiidmothers if he eutertuia au am-
bition to move in the upper circlus of society, and altto of service

to be able to speak of tnem as of persons who were themselves
Homebodies in their timo. No doubt we all entertain gn^at respect

for those who by their own energies have raised themselves in the

iworld; and when we hear that the son of a washerwoman has

I
become Tiord Chancellor or Arohbinhop of Canterbury wo do,

Itheoretically and abstractedly, feel a higher reverence for such self-

Imade magnate than for one who has been as it were born into

IforenKic uv ecclesiastical purple. But not the less must the off-

jbpriug of the washerwoman have had very much trouble on the
subject of his birth, unless he has been, when young as well as
fhen old, a very great man indeed. After the goal has been
ibyulutely reached, and the honour and the titles and the wealth
ictually won, a man may talk with some humour, even with some
|iiirection, of the maternal tub ;—but while the struggle is going

I, with the conviction strong upon the struggler that he cannot
36 altogether successful unless he be esteemed a gei;tleman, not to
)e ashamed, not to conceal the old family circumstances, not at
luy rate to be silent, is difficult. And the dilliculty is certainly
kiot less if fortunate circumstances rather than hard work and
Intriusic merit have raised above his natural place an aspirant
|to high social position. Can it be expected that such a one when
lining with a duchess shall speak of his father's small shop, or
)ring into the light of day his grandfather's cobbler's awl ? And
ret it is so difHcuit to be altogether silent ! Itmay not bo necessary
[or any of us to be always talking of our own parentage. We may
l>e generally reticent as to our uncles and au^cs, and may drop
bvon our brothers and sisters in our ordina-^ conversation. But
If fl TTinn never mentions his belongings c<mong those with whom


