
li.'-

hviiciiii; soveml geiu'i-i nf iiniviilvcs. and

one biviilvc, as the l)ivalves, of wliieli

there were many, belong to the genus

iinu), and hear a close resenihlance

to sonij of t»iir modern clams. The
univalves seem to belong co .everal

genera, Vivii)ara. Canipeloma, Bulinus

and Planorbis. On breaking n\>

some of the rock which contained the

l)ivalve shells very complete casts droi>i)ed

out. I might add here that the .sand-

stone containing the shells seemed to be

more compact and harder than that in

which the leaves were found.

AN KNToMltKK lU'l'KAI.O.

.\t this ]»lace a condition was oliserved

worthy of notice, as it explains how
easily a person niiglit bi- led astray by a

too hasty explanation of certain facts.

The cimtractorat work on this division,

(for at the time of my visit the track was

not hiid as far west as this) called my at-

tention to the remains of a buffalo which

his men found twenty-tive feet below the

surface, in a cutting through the river

bank, while upon the surface stinnps of

huge trees were seen. Nothing seenu'd

more natural than to suppose this butlalo

had lain entombed forah'Ug ]ieriod of

time, during which tlu' deposits over it

had accumulated and iunuense trees ma-

tured upon the soil which covered tlu;

ind)e(hled ri-mains.

Before vi'uturing an answi-r to tlu'

(piestion " How many tliou.sands of

years do you think this 'critter' has been

buried '.

" after special attention had l>een

called to the size of the trees which grew
al)ove it, I looke<l up the iiigh lianks and

at once saw how the entombment luiglit

luive taken place in recent times. A

land-slide I'Xplained tiie mystery. \\v-

neath this tlu? iiuH'alo had bi-en buiii-d.

and as the trees carried down had been

but little disturbed, they contiinied to

liourish as it no change had oei'urred in

their jiosition. My (lUi'stioner was
jtleased, and ipiaintly lemarked to

stunders-by "that theltutlalo aint so very

old after all."

I.AIIAMIK MKI'OSirs.

The ipiestion which now lorseiits itself

is: To wliat period in geology do tlu've

deposits bi'long ? Regarding tins there

seems to bi- a diversity of opiuion, .some

locating them in the uppiM' ('retaeeoUH :

others as lower Koceiu'; in ofher wor<lH.at

the suuniiit of the Sticouilary. oi' bas»' of

the Tertiary rocks, Thi'i'e is no douitt

that there is a striking coiiti-ust between

thoHe fossils and what we lind farlliei

east, in fact, among tliost: foiiiHl tlJ

is no reseud)lance to tlie Cretacenuswli
came under my examination.
From a compari.son with fossils f,,i

elsewhere it wiudd seem that thcsn
mains belong to what is known us

Laramie series of rocks, whicli anJ
sidered as a transitional gi'oup iietwi

the Cretaceous beneath and the 'IVnii

above.

These rocks were likely formed luf,

the Hocky Mountains had made tlicii;

l>earance, as their arrangement mikI oj

dition seem to indicate that tlu';,'ii

changes which broULdit these niiuintiii

into existence, took ])lace after tlnMK

position.

I'.OW lilNKI^ NKAK THK V2\\{ ^nl|^l,

Having com[»leted my ob.servMtiuihl

Calgai'y, the next place which cii^mJ

my attention was along the banks (iftl

Bow Biver, about 100 miles wcstj

Medicine Hat. 1 had been told In,

enthusiastic ])a.ssenger on the uayc

that in tlie banks of the river an
jilace, it was a eounnon thing tn

I

petritii'd 'ish. To obtain such waswditl
any collector's eti'ort.

B'or several hours 1 wandered aloiiLttii

river banks at this lonely spot, cast*

tlie Crowfoot Crossing, thoioiiglil) e{

aniining tlu' escarpnuint from tlic uattrl

edge to the prairie level, loO al>ovi' ili

!• ver. Not a trace of extinct life wJ

ili.sc<>vei'ed in tlu' gravel and claynftlJ

lianks. Had I been fortunate cnnii^litl

have left the train at the lilackfoot Cn
ing faither west, I certaiidy would li;iv(

l)i!en better ii'warded, for at that

a I'oal seam apjiears, near which tlicivai^

no doidtt td»jects of pakeontologii al i

terest.

lint here 1 had followed the iiistri

tions of one of the iniinitiated in gcdliq

and learmul, as I lia\i' on stiveral inc»|

sioiis before, that such guidi^s areimttJ
be relied u|ton ThtiV always .see fn,ssil|

in a magnilied foi-m and aii! nevcrati

loss to identify them as belonging fiM');|

isting types. 'I'lu'y tind lish in KniJ

which were fonn<'d long ere tisli lamJ

into existence : backbones in forniatiniiir

dejiosited in seas wliicli ha<l pa.sscd nwm
Mg(^s before vertebrutes appeiired : lutnj

tied was|»s' nest in periods wliicli liin'i

long jireci'ded the creation of insects, ai

even mastodon teeth long anterior tn tlui

appearance of these gigantic foi'iiis ii|»>ii|

the earth.

.\fter a wearisonu' seai'ch, disheartriiiiil

and greatly disajipointed, I resouulit tlnl

the track, wiiieh is not fur from tlu rniir


