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A REFLECTION upon :

t

Le Grand Di^ionaire Biftoriqm^ &c.
';•': '-.. OR, THE.-.- ,^7^^. .,'- -

Of Lewis Morery, D. D,

Printed at Utrecht 1593. with i)\c Supplement of J. Le Clerc, D. D.

in Four Tomes in FoliOf French i

AND
Jn Account of this Edition of the foUming ^00 K^

TH E Great Hiftorical Diaionary o^ Monfttur Mortrj^ was anunexpefted
Work to come from a Peifon,wno underftood not any Gretk or Hebrtw ;

and had but an indifferent knowledge of Latin. For it will be al-

lowed^ amidft (uch a nuilciplicity ofSubje(^, to cqMain many very in-

genious things. Yet I delire not to commend hmi for the Invention

he afcribes to tneC/6<wf/e of the Province o£ Xamfi: who boyl their Viiiualt f he fays J
mtr titt of Suhttrrtntom Ftret, procetJingfrom the Bowels of the Earth : Which, to make
the Fire burn the <juicker and fironger, they contrail at th* Mouths in Jucb a manner, at only

to leave room for the Caldron to liand. For though the Chinefe are famous over the World
for thQn Inventions; yet the Wit of »/»« hath (olittleinit of the Wifdomof theirOf/t<r,

or Common Senfe, tjiat it fupeiledes the Civility of the lead pretence to approve of it.

Neither yet is it pofltble. for me to be reconciled to his Account of a Tribe ot the TrogU-

Jytes ; dwelling continually in the Caverns of a Mountain, in the Idand oiMalta \ near

to a Houle oiPltafure, belonging to the (Jreat Mafier of the Order of the Knights there.

A tall, robuft, long-livM, inhofpitable people, as he defcribes them : JVhofpeak altogether

the pure Arabick LangHaet, in which they are infirniied, as to matters of Religion, by the Ma-
ronites that come to Malta. For there appears no more Probability of an Arabian Race
ofCbrifiian TrogUdytes at Malta, than of a Nation oil Pigmies in the Neighbourhood of
the Uile. Therefore in a wordj Monfiettr Morery, as he hath his Excellencies, (o he hath

his great Faults too : And it feems to be none of the lead remarkable of the Latter,

That let a thing be never lo Fabulous in Pliny and Herodotus, or the Hiflories of the

old Greeks ; never fo extravagantly reported by the Modern Books of Voyages and
Difcoveries, or ths Common Memoires of the Times ; yet he mixes it with his purer

Geography. Which hath given me continual reafbn to admire the Patience and La-

bour of his Pen: but I difagree with his Fancy, if he thought fuch Colledions pleating

CO MenofSen(e; and with hisjudgment, if ne thought them true.

In his Geography of the Kingdom and Counties of England, there is no body bilt

mud be offended with him upon other Accounts. The principal of our Rivers ( next

the Thames ) the Severn, the Trent, the llumber, the Medway, the Derwent, 8cc. None
of them have their Names with Delcriptions in his Work. Peterborough^ Wells,Cambridge,

Shrewsbury^ Richmond, and Rippon, are wholly omitted out of our jQhicf Towns and Ci-

ties. Cambridgejhire, Htrtfordfttire, Chejhire, Shropfisirt and Wiltjhire, out of our Counties.

And all the Dcfcription that ho eives to Eleven of. our Counties more, with the Capital

Towns thereunto Mionging, will be juftly rehearled in about Eleven Lines. To South-
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