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heroic times of Caniida, sih oft' I have done, T shall to-night ask

your attention and hcckon you to follow mo, far from our dear

Canadian home. Wo shall indiiliro in a raml>lo, short thowi^li it

bo, ovoi- a forei^^n hut not unfriendly lanil, in that haunted, oldcn

woilil from wlionco s|trani; our fathers With your permission

wo sliall dwell for a few moments on the performances, follow

the foot-prinl>, treasure up the cxiici'ionco of those who have

proceeded us; if possible, bonelit by their wisdom, endeavour to

learn from them, let us hope, some not uscloss lessons. A limited

but aureabie sojourn abroad, which brought mo, on many points,

to think :>till liiglier of my own country, has also made more

manife.^l lo mo llian it was hitherto, how many useful hints, how
many teachings, llio records, the monuments, the sights of other

cities can furnish. It is my intention to select for our study to-

nighl throe cons])icuous cities of Europe, in order to seek for

contrasts if any, butwoon them and our own ancient town. In

the course of my wandorin-^ in Kngland, Franco, Scotland, Ire.

land, Eelgium, Holland, iXc, no sites, by their historical sowuc-

ntrs, odiHcos, monuments, and scenery, have attracted me more

than Edinburgh, liouen and York; tiiough of course, I have met

with cities more wealthy, more extensive, more jwpulous. In

fact, there are striking analogies, as well as unmistakiiblo ])oints

of contrast, between these antique towns and the capital of this

Province, which :dso happens to be the most piclures([ue city of

Morth America. A glance at Edinburgh, J{ouon. Yoi-k, may
j)oint out how (he hand of man can heighten the advantages, add

lustre 1.0 the charms which nature has conferred and make of a

city, "a thing of beauty and a joy for over." Possibly, wo may
find thai wealth and population in cities, flow through various,

soniolimes concealed channels; that true i)rogress does not mean

ii wanton destruction of the externals of a revered past ; that

whilst a progre.-sive community is expected to throw ojien its

portals to the fertilising wave of commercial activity, it can be

hel})cd to achieve importance, jtrospority, nay fame, by j)resorv-

ing intact, for coming generations, as sacred heirlooms, tlio mo-

numents of its history, the landmarks of its patriotic struggles,

tlio remains, in verit}', of its former greatness.

Let us begin by a short sketch of the " Modern Athens," the

Queen City of the North—Edinbiirg—who.so quaint old, and


