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there is no evidcnco, ami it would <^ive to the latest glaeial age ;u

nnti(|iiitj' wliioh seems at variance with all otiier facts
; (4) Ir

those more northern regions whore <.>:lacial plicnoniena are mos'

proiioiinced, tiie thcorj' of lioalin'/ sheets of ice, with h)cal glacier-

(U'sccntiing to the sea, seems to meet all tlie conditions of lli.

case, and these would he ohtained, in tlu; North Atlantic at least

by very moderate changes oi level, causing, for exan)i)le, the ei|ii;i

torial current to How into tlie I'acitic. instead of running north

ward as a gulf stream
;

(o) The geographical theory allows th'

supiiositiori not merely of vicissitudes of clinnite quickly follow'

ing each oilier in unison with the movements of the surface, Im

allows also of that near local ttpproximation of regions wholly

covered with ice and snow and others comi)aratively teuiperat(

which we see at pn'sent in the north.

If, however, we are to adojjt the geographical theory, we nnis;

avoid extreme views, and tiiis leads to the iniiuiry as to the evi-

dence to be fouml for any such universal ' extreme glaciation a^

is demanded liy some geologis, .

The only huge continental area, in the northern homisplicrc sup-

posed to he entirely ice- and snow-clad is (Jreenland, and this sn

far as it goes is cortaiidy a l<;cal case, for the ice and sncjw nt

(ireenland exteml to the .south as far as (!()° N. latitude, while

liotli in N'cjrway and in the interior of Xortli America the climate

in that latitude permits iju' growth of ceicals. Further, (Jriniicl

Land, which is separated from North (ireenland only by a narrow

sound, has a couiparatively mild clinnite. and as -N'ares has shown

is covered with verdure in summer. Still furthei, NordensUiold.

one of the most experienced ai'ctic explorers, holds that it is prob-

able that the interior of (ireenland is itself verdant in summer,

and is at this monu'iit prei)aring to attempt to reach this iiiterioi

oasis. Nor is it didieult with the aid of the facts cited iiy

Wo'ickolf and Whitney." to peiceivc the cansi' of the I'xceptional

condition of (ireeidand. 'I'o give ice ami snow in large (|Uaiili-

ties. two conditions are reijuired : lirst, atmospheric hunudity, and.

secondly, cold precipitating regions. Both of these condition^

meot in (ireenland. Its high coast ranges receive and conden>i'

the humidity from the sea on both sides of it and to the soulli.

Hence the vast accunndatioii ol' its coast snow-tields, ami the in-

tense discharge of the gUiciers emptying out of its valleys.
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