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certain securities in exercising that power rifle with which. the Canadian troops are
which you could stili re-issue. armed.

1 1 do flot propose to take any part in theHon. WJLLIAM B. ROSS: 14f yen0 made controversy as to the relative merits of thea boan of $ 100,000,000 at 70 cenits on t>he dol- Le-Enfleld and Ross rifles. I know thatlar, and then you took up tiiat temporsiry there are very marked differences of opin-1oan, as the l'aw stands thoee oacuities ion, both among the men who have usedwould be.dead; but this Act Pr~ovRteï the two weapons in the field and among thethait yoix could re4ssmua tlhemi. You have highier authorities who may be supposed to$500,000,000 of securities, and you can cali know something about them. I amn ot quali-thern iti or put them omit, but you do not fied to judge, and I do not propose to say any-make the amount any more. thing about tha-t question; it is not essential
Hon. Mr. BELCOUIRT: That is not the to the point I wish to make. Neither

diliculty. If you issue the whole $5000, do I propose to deal with the carre-
000, and then redeem them, you can go on spondence and discussions which took place
and pldethem over again and borrçw befre the Canadian Government abandoned

plotedg 0$0,0,0;bti oisu ny héRose rifle as-a weapon for use in active
anthr950,000,000 pg btheif you ssu o service. I simply wish to call attention
on0,0,0 and pl-s e ge te, o ng briefly to certain thinge that have happened

on ad r-isse tem.in the later stages of this controversy. On
Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: Not if yo June 5, 1916, Sir George Perley-I arn not

have issued them. quite sure whether hie was Sir George then
or not-cabled to the Firat Mini4er to the

Hon. Mr. POWER: I do not purpose effect that the Army Council in England
entering into the general question of this had decided that hio more Ross rifles were
Bill, because I agree substantially with to lie sent to England; and about that saine
tliè honourable gentleman from Ottawa time on June 11, I think, within a few days
(lHon. Mr. Belcourt). As hie put it, I do after this cable, the Briti'eh military authori-
not feel that this is a war between England tLes decided that they would be prepared to
and Germany, or between the Entente supply ail the Canadian troops who went
Allies sud the Central Powers; but I do overseas with the Lee-Enfield rifle; and At
feel that it is a war between freedom and wae etated on June 8 by the English authori-

cîiization on oese d YUUI 1 dtethtt TpEnldasmanufactured
barbarism on the other. In a case of that in the Ujnited States would be a satisfactory
kind, one cannot hait between two opin- weapon. The military authorities in Eng-
ions: lie must cordially support the riglit land then decided that they did not wigh
side.ý any more Ross rifles sent to England, and

I just wish to eall attention to the advice they did not wish any more Canadian troops
which. the Minister of Finance, a very cap- to corne over armed with that rifle.
able and admirable officer, has been givîng That being th, case, 'whevt would the aver-
to the people of thîs country for some con- age man do? Here we bave a contraet with
siderable tirne. The advice is that the peo. theB Rose MLfe Comnpany *prorviddng for tihe
pie of this country should be very economi- fuxnniýhing of about 100,600 riflesa at a prioe of
cal and should serutinize every dollar be- $25 eacli, that is, $2,500,000, sud we have
fore undertaking to inve'st it and should be the British military authorities declaring
satisfled that the investment of that dollar, that these rifles shaîl not be used. They
in no matter what, ije necessary. It seems do flot wish the Canadian troops to use
to me that in this particular respect the them; and we have the Canadian Govern-
Minister of Finance je somewhat like the ment concurring in that view and deciding
person of whom Shakespeare epeaks in that they will not arm any more of their
Haundpjt: hle 4readis "the poieni'oae path-' of men wdibh the Ross rifle, anid wibl nfot ship
'exitma,,aanoe Msd - rieeks nuth 0wl any more to the other side. As I say, what
rede." I juet wish to 'call attention to one would any ordinar-y business man do in
point whîch. has been discussed in another these conditions? The natural thing, I
place, but which it will do no harm to say should say, would be for the Goverument
a few words about here, to show that the to go to the company with whom they had
Minister does not reck hie own rede. I the contract for the manufacture of the
propose. to say a few worde in order to illue- 100,000 rifles, explain the position to the
trate my meaning by referring to the Gov- company, and intimate to the company
ernment's dealinge with the question of the that the Government under the circum-


