
AUGUST 2î, 1903 875

THE TREADGOLD COMMISSION.

INQUIRY.

Hou. Mr. FERGUSON inquired:

Whether the commission recently issued to
Judge Britton and Mr. Bell to Investigate the
Treadgold concession contains a provision fix-
Ing the ameount of remuneration to lie paid
to the commissioners. If flot, lias the remua-
eration been otherwise sattled, and la eithcr
case, how much does it amount to ?

He said : Yesterday, wlien this eider
wns cnlled I made some observations l
reference to an unseemly occurrence which
the iicwsl)pers liad reportcd froin Dawson
i cennectien ivitl the sitthîg of the Tread-
gold Commission. I find iii yesterday's
niewspaper there is anotiier incident of the
sanie cliaracter, sbowing conclusively that
titis investigation is not sbedding ainy lus-
tre upon the bencli ef Canada iniasmucli as
one ef the memibers ef the bench is a ment-
ber ef that commission. The report off the
Ottawa 'Free Press 'is as follows:

Grahamn Campbiell offercd a most flagrant ini-
sult to Commissiener Br.itton. The latter hacd
refused to order the production. of certain
pariera at the suggestion of Mr. Campbell, say-
lng lie had no autherity to do se. 'You have
ne authority ' Campbell insolently observedl,
' What authority have you.' ' I have the au-
therity' replied Mlr. Britton, 'to commit yotu
for contempU t' I have shovn ne contempt'
Campbell muttered, 'I have considered yen be-
neath contempt.' Commissioner Bell heard
ýhe sotte vece insuit, and Campbell was callefi
-back and given a verbal castigatien. Hre wonld
have been cemmitted but for the Intervention
of Judge Britton.

As that is reported, it does neot add aiiy-
LiIng to Judge Brittoîî's credit.

Honi. Mr. DANDURAND-Whiat lias that
te de witli the question the boit. gentleman
bas put ?

Hon. Mr. L"ERGUSON-It lias to do witli
the Treadgeld Commission. 1 ain quite free,
in connectien with tlîat, to refer te the
Trendgold concession and boiv thc investi-
gatiosi of it lias beeni proceeding. 1 amn asic-
iug a question with regard te that subject
and calling attention te these occurrences
that are almest daily reported in the papers
ia despatches frein the Yukon, sbowing that
the judgc is gettiîîg inte collision witlî
people tiiere.

Hon. Mfr. TEMPLEIMAN-Migbit 1 asiz
my bon. friend te point out wlîerein tlîat
detracts frein Justice Brittonls position or
his fitness tg adjudicate on the case? Where-
la dees that detract froin Judge Britton-

the 'tact thiat a manî named Campbll lit-
sulted Ilm?

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-This is reported
frein an unfriendly source te Mr. Campbell,
and when Mr. Campbell aslced wlîat auther-
ity the commissioner bad, it was bis place
te explain bis autherity and net te have teld
lilm :' I have autherity to commit yen for
contempt.' I tbi-nk if -n-as the place of the
cemmissioner te make that explanafion.

Hon. Mr. TE MPLKMAN-Wlîat explana-
tien ? Explain bis commission te a mnan
nanied Campbell?

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-Cerfainly.

Hon. Mr. TEMPLEMAN-I have the acl-
vanjtage ef aiy hon. friend inisaincli as I
knowv Graliai Campbell.

Hon. MNr. FELtGUSON--it is tlche siiî
%vltl somne people, if' iiiody differs frini
tlieiii, te implugi tlieini at onicp. I (Io n -,t
sav îîîv lion. frieiid dees tliat alwavs. lt
tliat is tlic view that lis runlning- fireugli
is interruption. 'Mr. Clarke-the noter-

ions Josephi Clarke as lie is called iii tlîe
telegrantis te tIc 'Fiee Pres.' Wý1S ;1 e:11-
didate lia the last election for fthc Ytukoni.
It is cemmea for some newspapers te (le-
tract frein fIe respectabiiity ef a man mbo
differs frein tbeini .and say at once lie is
noferieus, and that lie is îîot tue ni lie
oitîght te be. My vi-ew is that if w-as the
dnty of flie commissiosier te have nmade
ant explaîîafien te Mr. Campbiell. and
net te have flung bis authority lin
lus face tat lie ceuld commit hum fc- coui-
tcinpt. I onîr meiitiý. a inl tîis ct>iiiiCti0ii

te show tîxat if is uîiseeinlv tliat a jxîdge
should le pl:iced iii a positionî of that kiiid.
wvherc lie is beconîînig eibroiledl w-iti fihe
citizeas of tue Yukonî. My questions. lo-,-v
ever, bears incidentally ont thîis, aiid fliere-
fore I have a riglit te refer te f. Eveii if
1I ind not given titis notice, if wvculd nef
have beeîî eut ef erder te malce tis refei-
ence to fIe incident. My quecstion liezirs oit
axiotmer point, aîîd it is tlîis: I w-ant te as-
certainî the remnuierntioiî fint Judge Brit-
ton and Mr. Bell are te receive fer their
services. 1 amn anxious te ascertain tlîat
frein fhIs view: These genîtlemen arc sent
there te. adjudicate on n question between
the geverament of Canîada and their op-
ponients, and between the Treadgold con-
cessionaires and the ewn-ers ef certain rightfs


