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.liON. MR. POWER-Before that ques-
tion is put I think it would be well that
We should bave some expression of opinion
fron the leader of the House. Recently
tlat hon. gentleman has not been able to
attend the meetings of the iRai1wày Coin-
blittee, and I think it desirable that some-
one should be there representing the views
of the Government on the subject. I have
Ufnderstood that the Government are rather
OPposed to the construction of any further
bridges across the St. Lawrence Riverand I
think before the House deals with this
hIili we should have some information as
to the position that the Government
OCCUpy with respect to it. Is this proposed
bridge one of the structuresto which they
Object, or is it not ? The committee have
a right to get some information on that
Point.

.[ION. MR. ABBOTT-I am very happy
indeed to give my hon. friend all the
information that I can as to the views of
the Government. Their objection is not
In the abstract to making a bridge from
One bank of the St. Lawrence to the other,
but it is to making a bridge which will
il7pede the navigation of the river. 1
understand that changes have been made
tO this Bill in another place which will
Prevent this bridge from being an obstruc-
tiO to the navigation of the river-that
'F to say, its piers will stand on the main
land, and it will be high enough to permit
the largest vessels, with the highest masts,
tO pass under it. It will be higher than
the Forth bridge.

11ON. MR. VIDAL-It will be 20 feet
higher-

IIoN. MR. ABBOTT-Under these con-
ditions, it cannot be in any way anobstruction to the navigation of the river,
and the Government have ceased to make
any objection to the Bill. I do not pro-
Pose to make any objection to it here, and
there cannot be any reason for opposingit 80 long as the structure will not inter-
fere with the navigation of the St.
Lawrence .

'ION. MR. POWER-I have to tha'nk
the hon. gentleman for the statement
wvhich he has made. It will greatly facili-
tate the work of the committee, now that
they Understand the views of the Govern-
'cent on the subject.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read the second time.

SECOND READINGS.

Bill (121) "An Act to amend the Act
to incorporate the Dominion Mineral Com-
pany." (Mr. MacInnes, Burlington.)

Bill (40) "An Act to incorporate the
National Construction Company." (Mr.
Kaulbach.)

Bil (39) "An Act to incorporate the
York County Bank." (Mr. Vidal.)

Bill (128) " An Act respecting the Co-
lumbia and Kootenay Railway and Navi-
gation Company." (Mr. Reid, Cariboo.)

Bill (37) " An Act to amend the Act to
incorporate the Imperial Trusts Company
of Canada." (Mr. Clemow.)

Bi (92) "An Act res ecting the Na-
pance, Tamworth and Quebec Railway
Company, and to change the name of the
Company to 'The Kingston, Napanee and
Western Railway Company.'" (Mr. Read,
Quinté.)

Bill (35) " An Act to incorporate the
Calgary and Ed monton Railway Com-
pany." (Mr. Perley.)

BILLS INTODUCED.

Bill (97) " An Act to incorporate the
Dominion Safe Deposit, Warehousing and
Loan Company, Limited." (Mr. Scott.)

Bill (98) " An Act to confer on the Com-
missioner of Patents certain powers for
the relief of George T. Smith. (Mr.
MacInnes.)

THE SAMUEL MAY RELIEF BILL.

THIRD READING.

HON. MR. MAcINNES (Burlington)
moved the third reading of Bill (16) " An
Act to confer on the Commissioner of
Patents certain powers for the relief of
Samuel May."

He said: This Bill has been before the
Committee on Standing Orders and Pri-
vate Bills, and its merits have there been
fully established, so that there can be no
doubt aboutit. It was unanimously passed
by that committee, and with reference to
the principle of such Bills, the House has
already affirmed it by the passage of three
Bills exactly such as these. One is the J.
B. Smith relief Bill in 1869; another the
James Macnab Bill in 1873; and the


