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thing else, wliat au enormous under-
taking it is : What processes nmust be
put in force for the puripse of trying to
carry it out successfullly ; what contracts
to e mnade : what constructions to be
uindertaken ; what arrangements for ship-
inents here, arrangements .for supplies,
and a thousand other things a company
of thaf, kind has to commence, in order to
begin such a gigantie operation in a suffi-
ciently early period next spring to assure
the country that the soasoni of
1881 will be one hvlich will mark
progress in this enormions under-
taking. These are the considerations
which have induiced the Government to
sumnion Parliament so early. It will
be the most important season of any that
will oocur during the progress of the
work, beca-use a great deal will turn
upon the experiences of the first bands
of emigrants who enter the cou ntry, and
whose reports will influence all who fol-
low the pioneer band to this country.
These are the reasons which induced the
Government to summon Parliament, and
every business man on either side of the
House will say that they are suficient
to justify the Government in having
askod Parliament to come together
tt what some may consider an
inconvenient period, (though I hope
it will not prove so to many,)
to give their assistance to the Govern-
ment in considering the measures which
will be submitted to Parlianent. My
hon. friend criticized the Government be-
cause they did not take the public into
their confidence. It seems to tme that
the Government have taken the right
course. Thev bave seized the earliest
opportunity to take the represeitatives
rf the people into their confidence. It is
through Parliament that the Government
has to deal with the people of the country.
It would not have bon blecomning to have
allowed a matter of suchi importance to
go to the public through tie press before
submitting it to Parliament, especiallv
when Parliamient has been sunmîoned as
quickly as possible for the special pur-
pose of hearing and considering the de.
tails of the contract. It did not seem to
the Goverrnent that it would have b'en
proper t) forestall tho deliberatiotns of
Parliament and to give this informta-
tion to the press in the :manner that
the hion. gentleman has suîggested. 1
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think bott Iouses of Parliamenît wifl
see that, in pursuing that course -th
Governiment have treated them, with
proper respect. The hon. 'gentlemaüit
criticized that paragraph which alltrdes
to the progress t made in the construer
tion of the railway in the North-West,
and says that in the Speech of last year
the 100 miles to be constructed west of
\Winnipeg wer3 referred to, and that tho
section was to have been completed " in
a short tine," and he seens to think that
it is not yet built ; but the railway has
been built as far as Portage la Prairie,
and the locomotive is likely to run over
the whole section to which he refers
duxring the present month, so that iny
ion. friend lias not fuill information on
that subject. He attributes the delay
to the work havi-ng been undertaken by
the Government. The truthis, the delay
.was due to the fact that the work wai
undertaken by a contractor and not car-
ried out by 1im. The contractor (Mr'.
Rily-an, I believe), for the first 100- miles
west of Winnipeg, met with great diffi-
culties. It was a vet season. He was
witlrou t resources to carry on his con-
tract, and the G'> vernrment, after somte
delay, took it out of his bands. It was
only in that way that the Governmert
assuned the work. The section will bc
completed during the course of the
month. Mv hont. friend criticizes the
Commtutitssuti for theo Civil Service, and
the evidenceo which is being takeii before
that C(ouitnilissioln, and thinks that the
mlemel)&rs of the Government imight
thtenselves have arrived at better cou-
closions than the Commission. It is a-
ditlicult matter for members of the Gov-
erineint to consider suchr a subject, and
to devote to it the necessaiy time and
attentiont, and there is this advantage
attending the ('omnmission-you are er-
abled to bring to the ednsileration of the
subject minds outside of the Govern-
ment, whichl is a very valuable thing
We have on the Commi ssion a gentie-
mn who has been long- connectert with
commerce in Ontario, aid who bas had
large experience in the enmployment of
men, and is, therefore, fit to form an opin-
ion on the question of the Civil Service.
We hav.e also a gentleman connected
with banîking in Qu ebec, who has had
large experience ii the emtîployment of
noe. These two gentlemnei, therefor-
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