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we use in any manufacturing plant to turn grass into beef
and not tax it in times of disadvantage.

There was a further $500 million through the Special
Income Assistance Program in 1990. It was followed by
the Farm Support and Adjustment Measures, one and
two, which provided $1.4 billion in federal support.

Between 1985 and 1992 almost $17 billion in direct
federal payments have gone to producers. The govern-
ment has been there for Canadian farmers. However I
share the hon. member’s view that the long-term viabil-
ity of the family farm cannot and will not be brought back
with programs that put a cheque in the mail. Farmers do
not want it that way. They would rather in all cases—
those I talk to—get their returns from the marketplace.

The success or failure of the family farm will depend
on its ability to compete. As the hon. member has said,
we have always had to compete in world markets. It has
been emphasized before. There are some commodities
which are more regionalized. Some are on a North
American market and obviously in our grain sector on
world markets.

To ensure fair and stable returns the industry needs
long-term solutions and certainly better prices, im-
proved market opportunities, diversification and world
development opportunities. Those needs are driving our
reform of agricultural policies and programs. This re-
form is being carried out with the participation of
provinces and the industry.

The key to that reform is securing access to markets.
The Canadian agrifood sector depends on trade. One of
our priorities is to get a reduction in the subsidies used by
Canada’s major competitors in international grain mar-
kets. We can do all of these wonderful things that have
been suggested, but if there is $320 billion in agricultural
subsidies throughout the world, supply and demand has
little impact on what will happen to individual markets.

Obviously if we could resolve some of the problems
that we are trying to do under the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade, and end the trade war that still
plagues our grain sector, it would not end all of our
problems. It would perhaps bring some stability to world
markets.

Private Members’ Business

I noted with some interest the hon. member talking
about other ways of doing things. I commend anybody
who has suggestions for improving the situation in
agriculture.

Land banking is something that has been tried. I think,
Sir, that it has been tried in your province before. I can
recall it a number of years ago in the 1950s and the 1960s.
I do not know whether there were positive results.

Rural communities are going through changes in most
areas. Some of it is going to happen regardless of the
policies of government or with markets. There is a
change in the lifestyle of some of the people who live
there. Schools systems are changing. The road system
has changed. Most people from small, rural communities
are retiring into the larger centres.
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We have seen that happening. I come from a commu-
nity where the largest growth industry involves retired
Saskatchewan farmers moving into Medicine Hat. They
move there for a number of reasons. They want availabil-
ity of health care, a recreation facility and better hous-
ing. They are not going to stay, as they did a number of
years ago in the small, local community when they retire
from the family farm. I do not think any of the programs
that we are talking about are going to have an impact
there. It is a change that is taking place throughout this
country and others and I think it is a reality that perhaps
we have to face.

We know the benefits of secure market access through
our trade agreement with the United States. Our share
of American markets is now larger than it has ever been.
I am looking at headlines from about two weeks ago in
The Calgary Herald. 1t indicates that the annual revenue
from cattle and calves has grown by 64 per cent or $700
million since 1984 to achieve a forecast of $1.8 billion this
year. This is in the province of Alberta. The trend is
accelerating, fed by growth in exports to the United
States. Canadian cattle achieved a five-fold growth in
their share of U.S. beef markets to 5 per cent since 1987.
We are now slaughtering roughly 60 per cent of all the
cattle in Canada in the province of Alberta. Even with
that taking place I noted last week that 11,000 head of
slaughter cattle were going across the border.



