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pretty fkir testimonial. I oan think of no
fluer diploma given Vo any body of peopie,
no greaiter lioenSo Vo go out and do business
among my ferinera wbe feed a steer a thou-
sand daya at six cents a day, pay the freight
to Montreai anud give these steers Vo these
Monitreai scaiawags.

I &hall not trust myseif further. If the
officiai, of the Departmenit of Trade and
Commerce are flot going to take any blame
iu Vhisi matter and are going Vo iay Vhe biame
on my fermnera tbat they are a buneh of
dumibbells, and if the officiais have been
criminaly negligent, then it is my dujty as
Vhe representative of my fermers Vo say a
word on their bebalf. We thank the Minister
of Trade and Commerce for bis courtesy all
through, and I do not tbin!k it woulid hurt
him very much Vo-ight Vo say that alt'hough
the fariners perhaps did noV use good business
judgmnenV, it is the duty of Vhe strong to
protect the weak, but inasmuoli as we put
stalls in boats Vhwt were not seaworthy-aud
if there is any doubt about VhaV, with the
knowiedge I have I say: Give us an Inde-
pendent tribunal before whom we eau place
the factai-e are willing Vo assume the re-
sponsibîlity of proving our case. My attiVude
in thia matter boa been entireiy changed
within the lest f ew days, when I learned of
a brief that Vhe officiais of the Departant
of Trade and Commerce had prepared in
whîch they stated they took ne biame la the
matter, I laim that they are criminaiiy negli-
gent and I shaUl assume full responsibiiity lu
auy capacity this house a"i me, Vo prove
my statemeut that Vuis man MeDonneil who
was a bankrupt, Vbis man Richardson who
was a bankrupt aud Vhis man Morgan whokse
naine is noV sweet-scented. aV ail in the city
of Montreai, were granted a licence when
they should net have been. We are ail
human; we ail inake mistakes and the officiais
of Vhe Department of Trade and Commerce,
when their minister was very busy with other
things--end his naine wili go down la bistory
f or bis preseut activity-when he couid noV
oversee everything, must have been respon-
sibie. But do noV let us wrap that cioak about
us and say: We cannot make a misVake. I
neyer yet knew a governint that did, noV
make an occasionai mistake. Inaamuch as
miatakes have perhaps been made on both
aides of titis question; iuasmuch as there are
no newspaper reporters here and we are just
gathered la this chaniber ln, the cioslng daye
of the session I would suggest that he who
gives quicidy gives Vwioe and I wouid say
4this: Halve Vhs responsibiLity. Let MY farinera
stay on the land of their fathers and grand-
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-fethera and at ieast let the departmenV admit
that they endorsed unworthy men and fitted
nup unseaworthy shipa and tbat Vhey wiii baive
this ith my farinera

Then, of courue, the bugaboo la: There la
no chanmel through wbioh t.his eau legiti-
na.teiy flow Tiait la aiways the way with

the oid Ontario fariner; there la no roomn in
the inn. If there la an explosion at Halifax
or a Quebec bridge disaster or grasshoppera
out weet, or if Vhe Rocky mountains started
Vo erupt Vo-night aud lava flowed down on
Vhs minister's aide of the mountains, we wouid
find a way; but the staid oId Ontario fariner
who toila frein daylight untii dark eau be
robbed by financlal thugs in the city of Mont-
reai, aided by a diiploma grauted by the
Departinent of Trade and Commerce, and
yet Vhey say: There la nothing we eau do for
thein.

Perbaps I bave spoken a littie heatedly in
this matter, but my coiieague the bon. mcm-
ber for South Huron (Mr. Golding) whiie
there was yet ine wrete a letter and the
officiais ef the Departinent of Trade and
Commerce shouid, the.n have taken cognizance
of and iooked laVe the natter. What are
these high salaried in lu England con-
neeted with the departinents of Trade and
Commerce and Agriculture fer if iV is net te
be a iamp unto the path of our farinera?
Why -have thein at ail? You say: There
la a precedent. I say: No, because in the
future this situation canuet obtain. Through
our marketing act such men will be bended
and there eau be ne furtber precedent. The
departinent iistened Vo me and others and
fltted up beats. But they did noV do my
farinera any faveur when they fltted up a
couple of tubs and put themin l charge ef a
crew headed by Morgan of Montreai. I
subinit this and stand hy iV, aithough there
bas been objection Vaken, that if this s0
caiied Richelieu Corporation, which did neît
put up a dollar, but just exchanged cheques,
if this defunet company bad neyer met with
officiais of the Depar Vient of Trade and
Commerce the cattie wouid never have been
stoien, because Vhe farinera neyer wouid have
deait with men who ceuid net show soee
kiud of testimonial. I must express apprecia-
tien to the departint for what they have
doue lu opening that channel; under the British
Empire trade agreement we are going Vo,
have a chanci there for ycars Vo came, and
havlug inade a littie slip la this case let us
admit it and let us go fifty-fifty. On behalf
of my farinera who are beiug driven laVe
bankruptcy through orininai negligence of
the officiais of Vhs Departinent of Trade aud


