[COMMONS]

8
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ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCBL-
LENCY'S SPEECH.

The PRIME MINISTER (8ir Wilfrid Lau-
rier) moved :

That the Ordsr for the corelderatiorn of the
motion for an address to His Excellency the
Governor General in reply to his speech at the
opening of the session, have precedenco over
all other business except the introducticon of
Bills, until this metion is disposed of.

Metion agreed to.

SOUTH AFRICAN WAR—CANADIAN
CONTINGENTS.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfriéd Lau-
rier). By command of His Exceuency, I beg
to lay on the Table certain papers in con-
nection with the sending of the contingents.
These are the papers which were mentioned
the other day on the epening of the session.
I bad the honour on Saturday last of sending
my hon.. friend the leader of the opposition
all the papers I had at the time. I have
glven orders to have them printed and ex-
pected to have the printed copies distributed
to-day to the members of the Hcuse. The
papers I lay on the Table of the House are
only part of the papers. I did nct take the
precaution ¢f having them completed, be-
cause I expected te be gble to lay on the
Table the printed coples, which I expect to
be distributed in a few minuates. Apsart from
thet I have other correspondence on the|
same subject which I shall iay on the Table |
later in the day. i

|
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION. j

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honoar to in- |

there are something ever thirty sections or
subsections dealing with tne election law,
and in it I am tryiepg to do away with some
of the imperfections that have been devei-
oped ir the operation of this law, with the
view of conducting Lonestly elections. in
this country. I presume that we are all
anxious to amend the present Dominion
election law.” Hon. gentlemen on the gov-
ernment side are, of course, aware that
whatever tactics their friends msay resort
to in their favour, can aiso be adopted by
friends of the hon. gentlemen on this side
of the House; but 1 assume that we are
2]l anxious to perfect the Dominion Elec-
tisno Act, so as to secure honest elections.

Now, in this Bili I provide, in the first
place, that only resident returning officers
and poll clerks shall be employed ir each
locality, and nc others. Instead of allow-
ing the returning officer to say to any can-
didate or his agent that he declines to fur-
nish them with the names of the deputy
retorning ofiicers or their poll clerks, I pro-
pose to make a provisien by which the re-
turning officer shall, within a certain time
previous to the electicu, expose in his of-
fice for public inspection the names of sl
the returning ofticers with the poll clerks,
and the polling booths at which they are to
act, so that the public may have an oppor-
tunity of knowing those things if they see
fit. Instesd of leaving It discreticuary
with the deputy returning officers to fur-
nish a statement of the state of the polls
in which they act, I prepose an smend-
ment te make it compulsory on their part
to furnish that statement to the candidates
or thelr sgents at that poll.

Now, with respect to the $200 deposit, I
may remark that it is a liberal principle
which was advocated in this House by the
Hon. Edward Blake when in opposition,

forin the House that the Clerk of the Honse | that & $200 deposit ought not to be requir-
hee received from the Clerk of the Crown  ©6. In the Provincial Act of Ontario no
in Chancery the certificate of the election i guch deposit i8 required, and I cannot see
2nd return of Edmond Fortier, Esquire, for 'any resson why it should be required iz

: | the case of Dominion elections. I aiso find
the electoral district of Lotbluidre. ' from the manuer in which elections have

 been conducted in Ontarie—I will not here
i speak of the other provinees, because I am
' not so well acquainted with thelr mode of

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 2) to further amend the Fertili-|
gerg Act (Mr. Domville). '

THE DOMINION ELECTION ACT.

Mr. INGRAM moved for leave to introduce
Bili (No. 3) to further amend tkhe Dceminion |
Tlection Act

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
vier). Rxpizain.

Mr. INGRAM. 1 explained very fully a
gimilar Bil! which I introduced last session,
smending, as I thought. several! eof the
grievances that honeat electors have to com-
plain of. I may say that in this present BiIl.

8ir WILFRID LAURIER.

——

conducting electlons—that under the new
system of counducting elections in our pro-
vince, somcthing more stringent is requir-
ed to prevent the crookedness that has beex
practised. 8o I propese in one or two nmac-
tions, which are explanatory or directory
to the deputy retarning officer. to adopt a
new method of opening the polis, by which
the candidates or their agents are entitled
to inspect the baliot papers. the baliof boxes,
and &ll documents that are tc be used at
the election. I will teli you one of the rea-
sons why I propose that amendment. In
the election in East Middlesex the other éay,
they ran shert of ballat Gapers at cne of
the polling bootha, and 1 propose to pre-
vent the possibility of that thing occurring



