
[MAY 19, 1891.]

allow it to stand iii view of the fiact tut an enqîuiry
is about to be made in a verv short. tille.

Mr. EDGAR. h'lie Miniister of Publie Works re- 
ferrel to n':iglishî ipreucledet, andl htlie said thtat every
accused persn shubl be assumed tou be innocent

til lie is proved1 guilty. 'Tlat is all right: but
you Cailot ignore ii tiis Houe, and the country
will nlota r, a statemlent idel n the fot)r of
titis H ouse on tlie r(sposiility of an hon. iem. -
hte harging at tficere f the )epartment of Pullic t
Woirks, whose saiary we are ' w askel to vote, with
highly ilmiproper certltuet. I dlo not thinîk it would
have buee an un-Euglisl precedent for the .Minister
of Publiei Works. in the face of these cbarges, to
iispenI titis <itliçer frotions : finttctjftlot to d is-
iiss the otlicer and 11say lie i S guilty, bLut to SyL:

" In the face of titis charge, whiclh will be settled
iii mne way or the other iii a very short time, yoi
will lbe suspendle1ed Iutil titis Ca3se is decided. If If
the Minister (f Publie Works liail looukeil a litle
further into IJritisl precelents he wu li have
fm1i out tihlat wlenevert a Min ister of the Crow n
is chargd. as he is helarged to-day, witlh a gross
offlnce, which if it is proved w<uld have the Ilost |
seriouus conseqjuenîces to himself aid Iis colleagues,
I say that if lie looks at rtitiprecelents le will
fIind titat inl no case lias a Mi nister wlio lias ClIarges
like that liaiging over his head cotntinueid iii office
util a lecision on the aceusations Iwas arrived at.
If the iMinister of »Public Works were to follow
British precedetnts 1amli, perfectly satistiel tlat his
couttrse woildl be to sLy to his colleautl es: ail
inntocenît, I will stand aisdte, I will vinudiente ruyV
public character aniil I wllit ot drag iy colletgies
down witl tmte if I fail to do si. : andl if I amtu uino-
Ceit, iLs I Claiti to be, I will come Lack to y place
withi iiireasel h oniotir and reputationll. Tlha is the
position îwhieh I tlinik the lion. Iinister shioul
take :anil I amnî not surprised, whtein li remailtinis
where lie is, that lie does not think it proper to
suspend Nr. Perley.

Sir JOHN A. MAC)ONA L1. It is greatly to
be regrretted thiat l tis ordillary itemti. which ap-
pears ii the iEstitiiates every yeart, the Houuse should
b1 d(rwni inito IL iisussion of a Lilatter whîich is of
very coisileraiile iraportance, but whicl is alto-
getier irrelevait to the vote now hefore the uCiom-
miittee. TCre 1i suIch an olicer aLS the Chief
Engineer of Public Works ; we muust always have
suchi an ofiicer ; ani titis vote is for the sala.r of
the person wo vill be Chief Engier from ialid after
the Ist July next until the Ist of July, 1892. The,
vote is lot necessarily for r. Perley ; it is for the
person on whom the Crown mttay conifer the office of
Chief Engineer on the 1st of July next. So that all
titis discussion is irreIevant ; and after tIese charges
have been relegated to the Commîuittee o iPrivileges
and Elections, it is unfortunate that we should be
indtuced hy feeling or otherwise to extend the scope
of this discussion ; andl I may say, Mr. Chairman,
that it woul be quite withîin your jurisdiction if
you were to put a uend to a'.iscussion so irrelevant.
One would suppose that sone hon. nembers have
a pleasure in attackinig their fellow nembers. I
regret that any cause for reference to the proceed-
ings of a commîittee should have arisen. I speak
thus because I thiink it is well that we should keep
the two subjects altogether separate. Now that
the niatter bas gone to the Commnittee on Privileges
ad Elections, I hope it will be pressed, as it ought

to lie pressed, to a t thtorotg iivestigatioli. atd that
we umîay free our minds uf the subject in this Houuse
until it is dealt with b'y the tribunal tou which it
hias lbeen relegjatedi.

M-. AVIES (P.E.I.) Vhat the righit ion.
Prime.\linister say.s is tio) onl.tht perfectly true,
thîat the HIoIse is no4ut. calledl on t vote the salarV
to Mr.. Perley, tmne of the incrtiinated pties iii
the barges brugt by ali hon. ileIbler blit. at
the sane tuie we calinot igore the. faet that the
grentlman si charg'qedld 01S the po-sition toi. 'lCh
the ,salary- wve are nwvoting isttaedi. Tee
fore it. seells einetly .prier that wei shioull task
whliether it is rigit t1id thie party or lparties agaLiniSt
whomli these charges have beeln it iatde iot thlie ru-
sposility of ai Ielber cîf Parliamluett shtouldi
cintilie to ld< the responsible positions they d
wile the charges are peiiiling. There is nt doubt
of the trutht uf the remk that tit -right lin.
1'irst Milister lias imade.t hat these chargesshuld be
brought tt a speety trial. Therie is n¯o dI ubilt, on
the othter liantI. that if the lion. .\illister tof hP>ulic
SWorks hial feltit riglt for itthe time tig t. resign
tht responsile position lie l sll, atl to resign to
aiother mentier4 f the .vernment the cuisty of
the dluunts which tt lion. geit.letmtai tmakintg
the chairges Las asketd for, lie wiull pcrIiapsli have
been consutltii his own self-respect and the wishe
of the tembes of this House :lbut lie Ims njot
seei tit tto It) st). On that. poiit a great dleal- rtests
witlt h imiîself : but on the poinît nîoîw buefore us. I
think the Iouse is entitled tou receive mîtore
iniformation f roill tlle lol, gentieîlani. A re
wCe to have thtese m.atters butrked Or ltt
Is the investigation to ble delayed froi day to
daty,t or t ? The hIon. genîtletan wo niu IluiL'e the
elares mol, un the first lay thie Coimmtîiit.tec
mîtet, foir certaLlin papers whtlicl hle sait lie reqtuired in
support uf o 'e or all of thiose charges lhie statel
that it wvobild le iiptossible for huito proceel witlh
the oral testimiony initil lie htad ithe oticial. dlocu-
muîents i the Departient tuf lulile W'or-ks. i shoul

1 have stupposed thlIat ail the otiier- woif the De-
partm.îuenit, îlot absolutely necessary in te public
inteest, wuld have bei delaedi uitil all these
documentsitl adbeenli collectel an'd )tresenitedl Lto the
conuitiittee. I shouhil have supose that the
u'rgenicy of the case wubl Iave presentei itself to
the iiiid of the n. Minlister- iimutîself, and that lie
woIuhul hiave giveil 'directions thatLt thter natters
sihotiull be in the leantime laid aside, in ordelr that
these docunent should be b.ougllt lownî to the
c-nittittee at the carliest possible moment. If
these genttllen are iniiinocent, in od' naie let it
be provei Sn, anti let it. lie provedl <ticklv: if they
are guilty, it .is necessar lin the pIublic nterest
thtat tIey should be -removed from the responsible
positions they iold. As the hon. Fir-st NIinister
says. this imlatter shtould be broughit to a speedy
issue, and hefore the proper tribunal : aLId it is to
be regretted that the delays occasioned hy the
Publie WNoi-k I)epuartment. sioul.d niecessitate the
Iatter being brought up here. Holdig as I do

the position of a imemiber of t-lie eonitiuîttee, I -shall
try to keep my mind clear in the matter

Somne hon. MENiBERS. Hear, hiear.
Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) I hope so. Soie hon.

gentlemen cheer ; I hope it is in support of the
honourable position I take on this miatter ; but, in
trying to hokt my mind clear, I think I an safe in

261
262


