or recreation. These ministries provide funds and support to the sports system within the
particular province or territory. There is liaison between the federal and provincial or
territorial governments at the ministerial level.

For each National Sport Organization, there is an International Sport Federation
responsible for conducting world championships, both awarding the bids and being
responsible for technical procedures. For each single sport family there is, at the
international level, a regional sport federation. In order to attend national championships or
to compete in an international meet, an individual or a team must be a member of an NSO.

The relationship between the sports organizations and the government is primarily
financial. Sport Canada is the primary government agency for the sports system. Fitness
Canada provides some support services to the sports system but in a relatively minor way.
In recent years, Sport Canada has provided administrative and technical leadership to
NSOs. It is also involved in the coordination, the promotion and the development of
domestic sport and high performance programs. In addition, the government agency
supports research, special studies, evaluations and the development of a database. Major
initiatives funded by Sport Canada include: subsidies to NSOs, assistance for high
performance athletes, support to the Best Ever program, which facilitates high
performance sport in Olympic winter and summer sports, technical assistance for high
performance training centres, sport science and medicine and applied sport research.



