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This vigorous price ceiling policy was effective in con-
trolling prices and in brreaking off the inflationa.ryy' spiral; .., , and for

>four and a half years the Canadien price ievel was :held to a .steady
= level . :i '1 would count the reasons for our success in price control as
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the excessive strains of ra;-~.âl.y rising prices beyond our borders ,

"as e ig y re istzc policy,' ably adn~ .nistered and firmly applied ;
and third, thanks to your later price controls and to the effective work
of the wartime inter :eliied ~~or.•,bined Boards , It did not have to stu"fer

chiefly three '7-n numbera . . . first, the who].e-hearted support for . .the policy
from practically every, industry, group, section and e~:ass ; ~• second, ith' hl a1

. i. . 7 . . : . .There were many ciifferencps. :of detail between. nur price
ceiling and' youss .x. We used ~ubsidies more frequently than, you did an d
I think we did a more:-effective job of mobilizing' .publi+c ,opini.art, es-
pecially that of the women, behind our policy o But ;+. w- in our de-
control prograIIm¢e that we .differecl mare, sharp:.y: from you . In thinkirig
vver aur plans for decontrol,; away back in . 19.44, ,we i'elt that the pro-
cess of decontrol, the programme of dismantling our wartime restrictions ,

~ would probably have to- be :sprea.d over- a period of -about two years. And1 . .
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while our p] ians were always' kept flexible, We always had about a- two
year period in mind, . . .. . i ; • _s :r ._ ., , }., ~ ;
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p _g vrartüue -civilian Cqntrols were of two
kinds - supply eoutrols - and - priae control 94 Itseemed ,clear to us that
supply controls could probably be relaxed quite quickly, but that price
decontrols would have U be.. apprc~ached more -.cauticiusly .

. ,. . , ~~. . , . :i: L[ :' - . . ., . , .; . .a . . .,
.--

. "1 C- 2' . , . . . : r .i s ~ _ c~ •Ÿ -

We therefore 'relaxed our supply controls fairly uicklq YI -and by the end of 1945 -most -of them had disappeared . •, Prica and ra.tion-

J -people ' s food ,,. .fuel;; clothtzig and ehelter . _,

Ing decontrol, ! however, was -not even - begun until Februexy . 1946r and for
more- than a year after that -was hendled in . a . carefua, snd• cautious man-
ner. -; It. was not until ;the Spring of 1947, , hesa than a year , agoy= that
we began to decontrol and de-Z a.tiou' .the staple constituents of the
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c .During the year 1947 decontrol proceeded at a more rapid
-; pace, .and: we had in m.i .nd the possibility, if, not the probability of com-
:, 'plete decontrol by the Spring of 1948 . ,, Eggs and poultry, were decon-
2 °. trolled and meat rya.tioning •discontinueci In March . and Anril ; .'; dairy pro-
~x ducts were decon.tr'~lled and de-rationed in June ;--- ceilings on .eanned

fruits and vegetables disappeared during the summer, p and those on meats,
textiles and feed grains in the autumn . . Sugar was de-rationed in No-
vember . Four months ago all that remained of price control were the
ceilings on wheat, sugar, oils and fats, soapÿ shortening, primary iron
and steel, and tin . : In addition we continued and .still .,continue .our
rent and eviction cantrols .':
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_ament has'not withdrawn from the goveimment the general power to control
prices; that the government has power to retain price ceilings and t o

31 :. '- •' .` ~~ v One point ,deserves special mention* ~ Under _ authorzty
conferr o~. •y Parliament, our government has never lost its poner~to re-
impose r ri.ce ceilings whenever conditions warrant them ; and the sharp
further upswing in prices early this winter caused the government to
-use these powerse . During the past three months we have reimposed ceil-
ings on most canned fruits-and vegetables, on butter and on cabbages .
The government, :in addition, has directed - the Prieee Board to drkft the
necessary orders reimposing , ceilings on•all meat $a Further, in view of
presently unsettled conditions ; the government has invited Parliament
to extend its price controlling powers for another year p that.iss to
March 31, 1949 . •
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" . - ,: , In brief, the present position in Csnada is thet Parli-
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/ reimpose


