
Histoire et politique

Laine also pays attention to the identity of 
Finns in Canada, noting that the FOC or the 
left wished to Canadianize the Finnish context. 
Many “White Finns” in turn maintained an insu
lar existence within Canadian society, and found 
inspiration in the Finnish culture and identity of 
the Old Country. To them, “Finnish Canadians” 
were “Canadian Finns,” with the emphasis on 
Finns in Canada rather than on Finnish Cana
dians. Thus, neither the “Red” nor the “White” 
approach proved very successful in winning over 
younger second-generation Finns in Canada, 
which has jeopardized their organizational and 
generational continuation.

A number of individual life stories show suc
cessful adaptation into Canadian society. These 
include the business success of Peter Nygârd 
and the political career of Judy Erola, but we

also need to look at the total picture of Finnish 
Canadiana. Recent emigration of Finns to Can
ada remains quite small in numbers, and even if 
136,000 people recognize their ethnic Finnish 
background, Finns are in a small minority in 
the mixture of multi-ethnic Canada. Finns have 
nevertheless had a special history, which has been 
acknowledged in the strong Finnish areas of the 
Great Lakes and the West in particular. Most of 
all, they have contributed to the building of the 
Canadian welfare society.

And the process of acculturation in Canadian 
multi-ethnic society continues among the Fin
nish immigrant generations. Attached to Cana
dian society and values, they also carry their 
Finnish inheritance, and continue to compose 
an immigrant culture of traditions and practices 
from both continents.

Auvo Kostiainen is a Professor Emeritus of History, University of Turku.

SOURCES

Eklund, William. Canadan rakentajia: Canadan Suomalaisen Jdijeston historia. Toronto: Canadan Suomalainen Jatjesto, 1983.

Kostiainen, Auvo, ed. Finns in the United States.A History of Settlement, Dissent, and Integration. East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2013. 

Laine, Edward W A Century of Strife: Finnish Organization of Canada, 1901-2001. Turku: Migration Institute of Finland, 2016.

Lindstrom, Varpu. “History of Finland—Canada Relations. ” Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland; Embassy of Finland, Ottawa. Last modified Decem
ber 18, 2008. Accessed August 4, 2016. http://www.finland.ca/public/default.aspx?nodeid—36033&

Lindstrom, Varpu. From Heroes to Enemies: Finns in Canada, 1937-1947. Beaverton, Ontario:Aspasia Books, 2000.

Undstrôm-Best, Varpu. Defiant Sisters: A Social History of Finnish Immigrant Women in Canada. Toronto: Multicultural History Society of Ontario, 1988. 

Raivio.Ytjo. Kanadan suomalaisten historia 1—2. Copper Cliff, Ontario & Sudbury, Ontario: Canadan Suomalainen Historiaseura, 1975 & 1979.

Saarinen, Oiva W. Between a Rock and a Hard Place: A Historical Geography of the Finns in the Sudbury Area. Waterloo, Ontario: Wilfrid Laurier 
University Press, 1999.

Stagg, Ronald J. "Schoultz, Nils von.” In Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 7. University of Toronto/Université Laval. Accessed August 15, 2016 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/schoultz_nils_von_7E.html.

Statistics Canada. “2011 National Household Survey:DataTables.”http://uwwl2.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/dp-pd/dt-td/Lp-eng-

cfin?lang=e&apath=3&detail=0&dim=0€rfl=a&free=0&gc=0&gid—0&gk=0&grp=l&pid=0&prid—0&ptype=105277&s=0&show-
all=0&sub=0&lemporal=20136rtheme=95&vid=0&vnamee=&vnamef=


