
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/29 
page 53 

Article 8 

Indigenous peoples have the collective and individual right to maintain 
and develop their distinct identities and characteristics, including the right 
to identify themselves as indigenous and to be recognized as such. 

Article  9 

Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right to belong to an 
indigenous community or nation, in accordance with the traditions and customs 
of the community or nation concerned. No disadvantage of any kind may arise 
from the exercise of such a right. 

Article 10 

Indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removed from their lands or 
territories. No relocation shall take place without the free and informed 
consent of the indigenous peoples concerned and after agreement on just and 
fair compensation and, where possible, with the option of return. 

Article 11 

Indigenous peoples have the right to special protection and security in 
periods of armed conflict. 

States shall observe international standards, in particular the 
Fourth GeneviConvention of 1949, for the protection of civilian populations 
in circumstances of emergency and armed conflict, and shall not: 

(a) Recruit indigenous individuals against their will into the armed 
forces and, in particular, for use against other indigenous peoples; 

(b) Recruit indigenous children into the armed forces under any 
circumstances; 

(c) Force indigenous individuals to abandon their lands, territories or 

means of subsistence, or relocate them in special centres for military 
purposes; 

(d) Force indigenous individuals to work for military purposes under any 
discriminatory conditions. 

PART III 

Article 12 

Indigenous peoples have the right to practise and revitalize their 
cultural traditions and customs. This includes the right to maintain, 
protect and develop the past, present and future manifestations of 
their cultures, such as archaeological and historical sites, artifacts, 
designs, ceremonies, technologies and visual and performing arts and 
literature, as well as the right to the restitution of cultural, 
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