
Economic Summîts and G7 Policymaking: lmproving Compliance and Credibility

Sinoe 1975, the leaders of the major industrial democracies have met at the

annual G7 Sumrmit to address the Most pressing international issues of the day, deliberate

on shared problems and collectively set directions for the global community. During this

process, the G7 has often produced ambitious wvide-ranging agreements in an effort to

generate a broad multilateral consensus on a diverse number of international economic

and poliical issues. Yet despite the centrality of the G7 and the new interest by

international relations theorists on the issue of complianoe with international agreements,'

there has been littie effort to analyze and explain G7 Summit complianoe, as a foundation

for identifying proposais to improve its compliance record. Although there exists a wealth

of scholarly and professional writing on the G7, virtually ail of it focuses on the first stage

of reaching agreements through effective policy coordination. As such, littie is known

about the extent to which G7 members comply wfth the commitments they make at their

annual Summit meetings. This paper thus addresses the question of compliance with G7

Summit commitments and in so doîng, is able to offer proposaIs foýr improving the

compliance record of the G7 member states.

The first section of this paper details the flndings of three separate data sets on G7

Summit compliance, based on studies by von Furstenberg and Daniels, Kokotsis and

Kirton, and the University of Toronto G7 Research Group. This section summarizes

compliance wvith Summit commitments both overall and in areas central to Canadian
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