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4, The Working Group was re-established by the Committee in 1961, fd bontinue its
work on the basis of its former mandate.

5e In 1981, the Working Group carried out a detailed examination of draft Elements
of a chemical weapons convention, as proposed by the Chairman. These draft Elements
covered the following-issues: general provision; general definition of chemical
weapons; prohibition of transfer; declarations; destruction, diversion, dismantling
and conversion; super-toxic lethal chemicals for non-hostile military purposes;
relationship with other treaties; international co-operation; general provision on
verification; national legislation and verification measures; national technical

means of verification; consultation and co-operation; consultative committee;
amendments; review conference; duration and withdrawals; signature, ratification,
accession; and the distribution of the convention. The questions related to
definitions and criteria, declaration of possession of stocks of chemical weapons

and means of production of chemical weapons, plans for their destruction or

diversion for permitted purposes in time frames as well as forms of making such
declarations were dealt with in annexes to the Elements. The same approach was
suggested by the Chairman with respect to the destruction, dismaniling or diversion
for permitted purposes of declared stocks of chemical weapons and their means of
production, the recommendations and guidelines conceming the functions and
organization of the national verification system, as well as the details of the
organization and procedures of the consultative committee. ‘The Chairman revised the
draft Elements on the basis of statements as well as of that of oral and written
comments of delegations. These Elements, as revised by the Chairmen, did not, however,
reflect all the views which emerged on certain issues. The revised text of the
Chairman's Elements, together with comments reflecting views put forward by delegations,
were attached to the Group's 1981 report to the Cormittee (document CD/220).

IIIZ Preseht state in the elaboration of a convention

6. In 1982, the Committee on Disarmamént decided on the following mandate for the
ad_hoc Working Group on Chemical Weapons:

<+« "In discharging its resnonsibility for the negotiation and elaboration as
a matter of high priority, of a multilateral convention on the complete and
effective prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of
chemical weapons and on their destruction, the Committee on Disarmament decides
to establish, for the duration of its 1982 session, an ad hoc working group of
the Committee to elaborate such a convention, talring into account all

existing proposals and future initiative with a view to enabling the Committee
to achieve agreement at the earliest date." ...

7. The Group, during the first part of its 1932 session, began the elaboration of
the provisions of a convention. At the suggestion of the Chairman, it carried out
another detailed examination of the revised Tlements and of the Comments thereto,
with a view to elaborating alternative and supplementary formulations in particular
corresponding to.the views originally expressed in the Comments. These considerations
of the revised Elements were grouped under the three previously agreed headings of
"scope", "verification" and "other matters". A number of delegations submitted
conference room papers containing new wording corresponding to their views originally
reflected in the Comments., In addition, some delegations submitted related proposals
in plenary statements and CD documents. Vording was also proposed for certain
Elements and Annexes which had not been dealt with during the 1981 session. The
Chairman submitted a proposal for the Preamble to a future convention.
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