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International Telecommunications Union. Technological advancement has 
caused a condnuous increase in the numbe.r of satellites that use this or-
bit, which cou/d result in a saturation in the near  future. 

The solutions proposed by ihe International Telecommunications 
• Union,  and the relevant documents  that attempt to achieve a better use of 
the g-eostationary orbit that shall prevent its imminent saturation, are at - 
present irr.practicable and VrnfP ■ Y> and would considerably increase the ex
ploitation costs of this resource especially for developing countries that 
do not have equal technolog,ical and financial resources as compared to 
industrialized comtries, who enjoy an apparent monopoly in the exploita-
tion and use of its geostationary synchronous orbit. In spite of the prin-
ciple established by Article 33, su.-paragraph 2 of  the  International Tele-
communications Convention, of 1973, that in the use of frequency bands • 
for emce radlocommunications, the members shall take into account t:nat 
the frequencies and the orbit for geostationary satellites are limited 
natural resources that must be used efficiently and economically to allow 
the equitable access to this orbit and to its freque.-.ncies, we can se...e that • 
both the geostadonary orbit and the frequencies have been used in a way 
that does not allow the.equimble access of the developing countries that 
dot= have the technical and financial means fcat the great powc..rs have. 
Therefore, it is impe.rative for the equatorial countries to exercise th.eir 
sovereiraty over the corresponding seenents of the ge.ostationa.r.y orbit. 

2. Sovereignty of Equatoeal  States  over the Corre.spoeding 
Segments of the Geostation.ary Orbit - 

In qualifying this orbit as a natural resource, equatorial .states re-
aM7mn "the ri#t of tha pe.oples and of nations to permanent sovereigiity 
over their wealth and natural resources that must be exercised in the in-
terest of their national development and of the welfare Of the people of the 
nation concerned," as it is set forth in Resohltion 2692 (XXV) of the United 
Nations Ger.eral Assmibly entitled lierrn.anent sovereletty over the natural 
resources of de.veloping coumt-ries and expansion of internal accumulation 
sources for economic developraents". 

Furthermore, the charter on economic rights-  and duties of states 	• 
solemnly adopted by the United Nations General Assambly through Resolu-
tion 3281 (XXD:), once more confirms the existence of a sovereign right - 
of =dons over their natural resources, in Article 2 subparagraph 1, which 
rea.ds: 

"All states have and freely exercise full and permanent sovereignty, 
lecluzlir.g possession, use and disposal of all their wealth, nr...tuml re-
sources and economic activitic.:s". 


