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FAREWELL TO SABRE JETS

The F-86 Sabre jet, one of the best known post-
war fighter aircraft flown by Canadians, will be
"phased out" of the inventory of the Canadian Armed
Forces next month with the closing of the Sabre
Transition Unit (STU) et Canadian Forces Base
Chatham, New Brunswick.

The F-86 Sabres, which were built by Canadair,
entered service with the Royal Canadian Air Force in

August 1950. Over the next eight years, Canadair
continued production of the aircraft in various
versions from the Mark I to Mark VI, until 1958, when
the final Sabre (No. 1,815) rolled off the assembly-
line.

During the early 1950s, Sabre aircraft became
the front-line operational fighters for Canada's NATO
Air Division, Most of them were ferried across the
Atlantic in short hops through Goose Bay, Labrador,
Greenland and Iceland, while others were shipped in
the aircraft carrier Magnificent. Meanwhile, 21 Can-
adian pilots were flying Sabres in Korea with United
Nations forces.

IARDY NEW ROSE

A new shrub-rose that will appear on the Can-
adian market next year is among the very few that
can withstand the cold in Eastern Canada without
protection besides blooming throughout the summer.
The flower has been named Martin Frobisher, a tri-
bute to the English seaman who coasted Baffin
Island, Labrador and Newfoundland in the sixteenth
century.

The new rose, which was developed by Dr.
Felicitas Svejda, a plant-breeder working -at the

The F-86 continued to be the primary opera-
tional fighter aircraft for Canadian forces overseas
until it was replaced by the CF-100 in the late
1950s. The last Sabre squadron was disbanded in
August 1963.

Thousands of Canadians remember the gold, red
and white-painted Sabre jets of the famed "Golden
Hawks" aerobatic team formed in 1959 to commemo-
rate the fiftieth anniversary of flight in Canada.
Using six Sabres, the "Golden Hawks" performed et
hundreds of Canadian and U.S. cities before dis-
bandment in 1964.

in recent years Sabres have been used as tron.
sitional training aircraft for fighter pilots progressing
through the CT-114 Tutor and the T-33 Silver Star
to the F-86 Sabre and finally to the CF-104 Star-
fighter, the aircraft at present in use in the NATO
role overseas.

With the "phase-out" of the Sabre Transition
Unit, jet-fighter pilots will receive transitional jet-
training on the new CF-5 aircraft at Canadian Forces
Base Cold Lake, Alberta, beginrning in spring.

Tests are continuing to determine whether the

Martin Frobisher can withstand prairie winter con-
ditions and the high lime-content found in some
soils. The early results from Morden are encouraging,
since only the tops of the plants were damaged
during winter.

Dr. Svejda says she hopes to release another
rose of this series within three years. The whole
series will be named after Canada's explorers.


