
Abduction and ExPloitation of 
Women and Chikdren 

Attacks by the GOS and/or their 
allies have includerl abduction 
of it.Yomen and'ehildren by 

militia. Some of these women 
escape and  return to their 
village-s or the place where their 
family.  OT community bas fled. 
Others are taken as wives o-r 
forced to work as doiriestic 
Seivare WO-Ft:le/1 areOften 
repeated/y rapod onedabchicted.. 

in addition,. the (iOS uses Militia 
to guard a governinerit trttin 
loaded with supplies and. 
ammunition for the GOS forces 
as il  travels between Babanusa to 
Aweil and Wawto supply the 
GOS garrisoni'alOng  the  railway 
line; 'The niilitis stre.unp.aid and 
lake women, children, live>triek 
arid other goods as their bounty 
on their return. 

International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law Issues 

Part I - International Law Issues Related to Abduction, Forced Labour and Slavery 

MIR 

The -.Slavery (:'irriyention ("SC") and the Supplementary 
Convention  in  the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave 
Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery 
("Supplementary SC") prohibit all forms of  s lavery and 
the lac  trade and require States to ta4e posirive steps lo 
abolish all forins of slaverY including debt bondage, 
serfdom, in .gitutidm or practices whereby a oman may be 
sold into marriage, fra.dect, inherited Or wherebv a child may 
be given up for exploitationor labour  

Article 8 of the International Covenant on  Civil and 
Political Rights ("ICCPR") states inter alia: 

(1) Nc  one  shall he held in slavery slavery and the slave 
trade in all their forrns .  shall be prohibited. 

(2) NC On shall bc hold in . ervitude. 
(1.) No one shall be required tO perform forced Or 

compulsory labour 

Article 5 of the African Charter ("TAC") .  states: 

'''Fvery,indiyidual shall have the - right to the respect.  of the 
 dignity inhei.ent ida human being and to the recognition of 

hL .legal . statuS. ..All fOtins of exPloitzttiOn alai:degradation 
of man particularly slavery: slaVe - trade., torture, eruct 
inhumai .or degrading punishnient and treatment shall -be 
prohibited.' 

Article 2 of the Forced. Labour Convention (''FLC" .) . 
 defines 'forced or compulsory labour as: 

"all work or service which is exacted.frorri any penon 
under  the,,, rneeiace of penalty and for which the said person 

The prohibition of slaver:y fs .. also a:rule of euStemary international 
human rights ,law arid is an obligation erga amines:. It'is an offence 
.srabject to universal jurisdiction. 'A,viol.ation or the prohibition against 
slavery is ccinsidered a gross violation•ofi7hurnan rightF.. Slavery -  has 
alào . been dited by - the International Law Commission zu.;  an  
international  Orirne. 

The abduction  of -s..y.Ornen by militia for marriage., sex or domestic:. 
labonr.is,a viôlat.i.' 	.of-both conven' 	cuti)riary. international 
human right,s law.. The fact that the .G.OS erriployslinsalaried militia 
with knowledge that they.  wifl ,ex tract ''payment" by looting and 
abduction rcndors che GOS coinplicit in the violations committedly 
the PDFfrourahaleen. 

Thé  GOS -lias  set up the. :Committee for Eradication of the 
AbductiOn of liAloirion.and Children.CCEAWAC'') which has begun 
locate abdutees.  and attérnPt to find and reliirh them to their FaMilies ;  
Ill-  communities. FloWeYer; the db.S continues to .1.'entploy" militia 
both to guard the"GOS train and as part of the COS forces andihus 
facilitate and.condone their;practice of abducting-women and children; 

Article 1 of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons 
from Enforced Disappearance' adopted by the General Assembly in 
I 992States that enforced disappearance is an "offence to human 
dignity' and a flagrant violation of human rihb li deScribeidt as à 
sinkation in Which: 

'persons are arrested i.detained or abducted against their will or 
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