International Humanitarian and Hurnan Rights Law Issues

Part | - International Law issues Related to Abduction, Forced Labour and Slavery

-Applicable Ly

.Cormnentaey?

Abduetion and Exptniintinn of
Woemen and Chitdren

Atiacks by the GOS andfot their
alliez have included shductions
of women and children by
mililia. Some of these women
egcape-and returm Lo their
villages or the place where: their
fimily. or community has Hled.
Oihérs are taken as wives or
forced towork as domestic
sefvants. Women aredfien
repeatedly raped once abducted.

Tr addition, Lhe (/OS uses mlitia
to guand a governterit train
toaded with supplies and.
ammmunition for the GOS forues |

“as il travels between Babanusza to
Awcil md Wauto supply the
GOS garrisons along the railway
lirie; “The militia are unpaid and
takiz women, children, livestoek
and oiher goods.as their bounty
on thear return:

The Slavery Cumvention ("SC") and the Supplementary
Conventien on the Abolitlon of Stavery, the Slave
Trade, and Institutions and Pructices.Similar to Stavery

{"Supplementary S8C") probibit all forms of slavery and
the slave tradc and requiré- states to take positive steps 10

abolish all forms of slavery including debl bondage,
serfdom, imstitulions or practices whereby a woman may be

<#old into marriage, fradéd, inberited or whereby a child may

be given up for explofiationsor labeur,

Article & of the Internatienal Covenant.on Civil and
Palitical mghts ["ICCP]I") states mler alia:

{1} Mo one shall be held an slavery: alavery aod the slave
trade in all their forms shall be prohibited.

(2} No on shall be hold ift dervitude,

{3) Wo one shall bé reguiréd 1o perform forced or
compulsery labour

Article 5 of the African Charter ("AC") states!

"Every individual shall have the right Lo the respect of the
dignity inlietent in‘a human being and to the recognition of
his legal status. All [oruis Df exploitation and dagndﬂtmn
of man particularly slavery, ‘slave tyade, tarhure, cruel,
inhurian or degrading pumg-hmsmt and ueauneut'sglnﬂ be
prohibited. "

Article 2 of the Forced Labonr Convention ["FLC“}
defines "forced or L.nrnpuhar}' Iabour as:

"atl wark of service which is exacted.iTom any person
under the menace of penalty and fur which ihe said person

= The prohibition of slavery is also arulc of cuslcniary intemational
human rights law ahd is an obllgatmn ersa omnes, Ttis an offence

subject ty universal jorsdiction. A. »1f:lalmn of the prohiibition against
-slavery is considerad a gross violation: of uman rights. Slavery hay

alio, heii cltEd by the International Law Commission as an

international crimne.

The sbduction: of womdn by militla for masviage, sex or domestic
laboior k5.2 wolauun ot both conventlcrna] ard cuqtnmm} mt::rnahﬂnal
human rights law. “The Fact that the GDS employs-unsalaiied militia
with knowledge 1;]111: they will extract * payment’ by looting and
abduction renders the GOS complicitin the violations committed by
the POF /murahaleen

= The G085 has set up the Committes for Eradication of the
Ahduction of Womicn.and Chlldn;n {"CEAW&C"} which has bt:gun .
locate: abductees and atternpt to find and retam them 1o their Famikies.
or communites. However, the GOS coiitinues to “emplny" railitia
both tr puard the ' GOS - 1rain and as part of the GOS forces and’ thuos ko
factlitale and condone their: prabtma of abducting women and chiildren.

=5 Article 1 of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons
from Enforeed Disappearance' adopted by the General Assambly in
1992 s1ates that enforced disappearance is an "offence to luman
dlgmt}:" and. a fligrant Holdtion of human rights. It degenibes it as a-
s|t'uatmn in which:

"peirons are ariested, detained or abducted apainst their will or
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