
department strives to maximize its authority at the expense of its competitors. Likewise, if the

basic document distrihutes power between two levels of government (provincial and federal),

politics will 1,e cb&racterized by struggle between the center and the regions. These constitutional

cleavages cxy ont for an institution to serve as referce to resolve the continuous disputes over

power. The judicar, accustomed to the impartial seulement of private and public conflicts,

emerges as the most attractive of the institutional options. To undertn the mile of the courts in

Caaain the environmntfal field, it is necessary first to grasp the way in which the Canadian

constitution allocates the power to make eniivroDulental policy.

Envionmetalpolicy madgat the end of the. twentieth century is nrosycmlx

Theenvronnenalprolem faedby Canadian law maesare as diverse as nuclear waste,

extnctonof pat ad anmlspecies, urban. sprawi, acid rain, automobile omissions, solid waste

disosl, efresaton and watepollution. The coro of the CanadianCosiuonthBrih

North AeiaAt(hCosiuinAt16) oeeia ieenhcnuydcmt.The

foreac o th evirnmnta pwer. he eslt asbee ajurspudeceof compromise, whkch

recgnies oncrret jrisicton vermos eniromenal attrs.The Constitution only


