
institutions and 44% ini private hospitals. By 1992, there were
13,970 public halth units with 66,165 beds and 2,250 privateW
hospitals and cflnica with 22,000 beds.

The iprovement in iiealth and we13,-being attained by the >10x$can
popula.tion at large have been very significant in thio century,
ciiaracterize4 by a m~arkept downturn in iuortality and a
si3lultaiOouU increase in birtiis, followed later by a
stabilization anid a subsequent decline in birtli rates. While
b.tween 1940 and 1960 thie birth rate was of an average 46 births,
per 1,000 inhabi.tantp, in 1981 this rate had declin4d tq 43 and
32 sino. 1986, basically in response to the. d.crease in the.
Qverall frtility rate frqii 6.6 children to 3.8 chilr per
voman of fertile age. Wereas in 1930 life exppQtaly was les.
tha 40 years, by 1950 it 1had incrpaped to 47 years, and by 992
the average lif exctancy in Mexico is of 69.7 years, 66 for
mpn and 73 for women. Th.se factors are reft et in. the


