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and friendp, the nierbers of the tcllool board, and

the local clergymen take seats on, the pilat fori o iir

other parts of the room.
The teachr then directs; the children's thonghts to

the trees they have brought. lie does not tell thern

mach, but leads theni to disèover niany thiingt they

had not noticed before. They will lI"rn that the

leaves of the eve-rgreens reaUly fait off, 81110e dead one

am tound in large num4'r@ in the baskets containing

earth and mone gathered beneath thein. They wifl

explain why, notwithetandiflg, they are always green.

They wil ind that there is a layer of leaf-nmould

under the dried leaves of the deciduous trees, and

that thie rich mouId is produced by the deeav t

these leaves, and that the evergreeng do not enrich

the soil in thi. way to nearly the uniue eciten t. They

will notice that the evergreens generally bear cones,

but that aHl unr cone-bearers trees are Dot evergreen-

the larch or tamarack being the eîcption. They

will find both staminate and pistillate flowers upon

the branches of the tamarack, and will <onclude that

tbe cones are riptned clusters of pistillate flowere,
from which seeda may be obtained in autumn for
planting. They wjîl learn to distingnish the specieî

of cone-bearing trees by their toliage and cone, and

viii place them ail in the pine family.
In order that the foregoing exercise may flot bej

prolonged to the point of weariness, the examiDation
of the deciduous trees is postponed.

Next a few appropriate recitations and songs are

given by the pupile, and a short addrees by one of the

tru8tees or by a gentleman designated by theoe.
It isnov two o'clock. Thé boys repair to the achool

grounds, where, under the direçtion of the teacher,
aesited if necessry by sonie resident who bas been a

successful tree-planter, they carefully set out the
young trees they have selected.

The girls, meanwhile, put the school-room in order
and adoru the windows with potted Plants brought
from their homes or presented by friende. The leaf
mould which they brought from the woods je laid
away tu dry that it mnay be mixed with sifted gardon

oi for re-potting the plants when necessary.
The dlock bas struck four, so aligather in the ochool

room, ing a song of spring, another of friendship,
and close witb the NaLiÔnal Anthem.

A perfect systeni of public education seekg to make
a good citizen, an intelligent and right-minded man,
and takes into account the whole of hie prospects and
faculties, and bis opportunities in the world, and
therefore neede the co-ordination ut intellectual and
Manual effort.

NATURE LISSONS.

Tur NwIUA<liottI%

W ei'one ittlu robisn
%V îh the im-rvt Irraàt;

('old nutit Imr yoiIT nrst."

S. Bt our robin has'iot à:i %carlet broet. Ih e
muoré chestntit or reddiph toratige."

T. -1 Correct. Tlhe robin of vour reader je thé
Englieh robin, which Io a naller ird, and belonge to
a different subdivision Af the singing birds. Thé
Ired-breasted thirtiosh" 1 the comnmon eistih breaed

bird coming about our iv-ldo andi bouses in sprng, eS
that it is notveTry strange the Iwople from tii. old
countrv shlotld na*me it atter their own very interest.
ing bird wbîcb It recalledi to their minde."

S. IlThen the poetry in our books ie &bout
another robin a1together."

T. "Yeti; but then we have a bird *bout whioh
poetry may be written. It. je a new eubjet, sud
poets are always locking for new subjectis; tberofot
there is a new chance for an!v of you who are poots.
Not exactly a new oubjeet after ail, for Loweil allude
to 'T0sbrdrbnhtne.ietnW

Seeks cedar-berries Mbue, his auttumn cheer."

S." But how shall wc know that i i a tbrosbr
T. "Firet, you know from its prierai appoaran

that it belonge to that great order of the paurn,
sparrow-lik4a bîrds, or pereher as they arc sometimul
called. Seconid, tle tarsime or "ieg" isflattened toeo
thing like a knife odzt tx-h'nd; therefore it je not oné
of theil fly-catchcero." Thîrd, it bu evidently ton
pnimarice, that Ï8 etrong wrngquills in the iret joint
of the wing, although thie irst one i. very ofteanDot
hit the lengtb of the second; therefore it does not
belong Vo the eparrow group of famies. Fourth, iti
tar8us ise14 booted,"-that je, covcred with une contin-
nous plate inst.ead of a number of emali cales, and it
bas ittie bristîenear the angle or its mouth culed

rictal" bristies; it, may therefore bc an 14old werb-
1er" or a -' thrush." Fitth, it je ot a moderato miSS,
having a wing of more thati three inches in length,
and ita youing are spotted, therefore iL muet b S
t4ru8'4.


