
6i6 THE CIVILIAN

vince, with the stags also and the

thisties of the (->d country fromr which

]lis ancestors had corne. I suppose

few of my readers have ever hecard

of "Samn Slick," but in niy boyhood

it was the first specimen we ever re-

ceived on this sie of the Atlantic of

that strange new form of humour now

called American, and 1 remembecr to

this day the delight with which I

read of the doings of the smart,

humorous, ready, pushful Yankee wiio

figures in its pages. The author of

-Samn Slick" was flot a Yankee at

ail, nor even a prqfessional writer,

miuch less a professional humorist.
He was a Iawyer of great distinction
who, at the early age of thirty-two,
was Chief justice in his native pro-
vince of Nova Scotia. The family
originally came from the Border coun-
try, bad a short period of life in the

Unxited States, but finally settled don
again under the British fiag in Nova
Scotia. These immigrants w-ere fol-

lowed by a university, for when the

United States achieved their inde-
riendence there was no place for the

This biography, apart froni
ture of its subjeet, is intereý
throwing often a sideiight (

inner places in the administr
the country which the publi
gets .an opportunity of seein
one cannot help being now
depressed by the revelation
of the hopeless and incredibl
petence, for which the natioi
often to pay a heavy toi! in
money and still more precioL
Take, for instance, the questi
raged for somre turne in the
fi(-,- circles of the 'forties ar
-namely, whether thecre shr
separate Commissariat Dep

In spite of ail the warnin;
past and the mernories of tf

Sula, cairpaign5s, a Parli
Conimittee, appointed to inc
t:he Army and Ordiianc'e ex
hiad reoently reported that t
no neoessity for the existenc
a departmnt in Great Bri

ireland. It had forrned its

on the ground that the arra
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