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the Hospital, and flot as now, only for walk-
i 1ng through it. There can be no doubt that
a third year Primary induces first year neg-
ligence, while on the contrary the present
system of repitition for the sake of our two
masters leads to the old resuit of clinging
to the one and ncgiecting, if flot despising,
the other. This change, to be effectuai,
should be comibined with compuîsory at-
tendance during four sessions-ai enact-
ment no longer difficuit, as for the future it
will be required by the Council.

PIOST-GRADUATE STUDIES.

T HE best stuulents lament at the end of each Session
that wvhile any one of the subjects to wbicb they

have been introduced by the lectures would occupy the
thougbts of a lifetime, they have been able to give to it
only a divided attention for six or twelve months. Obligerd
to take up new subjects, they comfort themselves wvith the
resolution of returning to one or other of their old loves in
after years. and of giving to it then somte of their more
matured intellectulal strcngth. Such gond resolutions
bear about the sanie proportion of fruit that gond resolu.
tions on other subjects usually be«ir, and after a time they
are allowed to drop down to the lplace that is provcrbially
their own. Perhaps as regards the discontinuance of
systemnatic study, one of the reasons may be, that Univer-
sities have not earnestly sought to keep their sons in cou-
nection with their highest work by presenting Post-Gradui-
ate courses te them, that would lead-if not te another
and higher dcgree-at least to the comprebiensive and
thorough knowledge of some one subject. In Queen's the
Degrees of B.Sc. and 13.1).-thougb taken iii the past as a1
mIle by students during their ordiinary course-wcre
intended to be prizes i ather for- lost-Gracluate studies
and we call the attention of former alumniii to this little
understood fact, with the hrope that it inay lead them to
continue the scientific metbod of reading which they
acquired in their college days. In addition to tbis link of
cennection that students of former day s mas' keep up with
their Aima Mater, and which students from other univer-
sities are entitled to according to their standing, there is a
special adlvantage that graduates residing in Kingston
might avail themselves of, and which, wve are radier
astonished to know, they have seldom or neyer sought.
There must bie alumni in Kingstou who, though unwilling
te enter upon the extensive range of reading that either of
the above-named degrees presuppose, are or ought to be
equally unwilling to di-op academic studies altogether and
permit xvhat they have learned to become a speedy prey
-"to sad forgetfulness." Why should nt men of this class

read in one or other of the henor classes that are held in
connection wvith every department of study in Quecus ?
The Professors xveuld of course welcome them, for it
would be much more pleasant to read with haîf a dozen
honour men than with one or two. Usually too, sncb
boueur classes are held only once or twice a wveek, and
there are graduates who could easily spare the required
time from their professional or other duties in order te
prosecute their studies in the special direction to svhich
their own tastes incline. It may be theught that the
honour classes are only for the regular students. That is
quite a mistake, for every class-ordinary or extraordinary
--in Queen's College is open to auy eue who chooses te
register, and every enceuragement is new given te men te
presecute special subjects ef study. Seme may think that
attendauce would involve a submission to examinatiens at
the clese of the Session, but there is no such necessity in the
case of erdinary or honeur classes. Te graduates lu the
country we would then strongly recommend the post.
graduate courses of study that the University has institut-
ed, for the adoption of either course would give a guidance
and point te their reading whicb they weuld find invalu-
able. And to graduates and others resideut in Kingston
we would suggest that the neglect by them of the boueur
classes must surely have arisen from a misapprehension of
their object.

CAP AND GOWN.

S OME wise writer bas remarked, that if yen know
nething about a subject, but desire te be better in-

formed, write an essay on it. How the infermnation would
come 1 believe he does net say, but leaves it in doubt,
whether it would he from your own researcbes previeus te
writing or from the reinarks and criticisms of yonr friends
subsequently thereto. The former mode must bave been
in îny mind when a few days ago 1 was asked te contribute
to the columus of the JOURNAL, an article on the origin
sud mcaniug of tbe ordiuary Academic Costume. Tbongh
accustomed to the feel thereof on bmow and sheulders, my
ideas about tbem were of the vaguest kind, and when the
suhject was suggested the above remark came te my mmnd
aud wîth the natural craving. of au iuquirer after knewledge
1 at once accepted the task and proceeded ini search ef my
quest. My first attempts toek the formi of judicions ques
tionings of somne of my better informed friends, net of
course iu such a way as to make them think I 'vas ignor-
ant of the subject, but still sufficiently pointed to give
them full opportuuity to relieve tlîeir minds of any knew-
ledge thereof whichi tbey might possess. Rather te loy
surprise I fnuind that without any exception as far as that
subject was concerned, there was a splendid analogy exist-
ing between tbeir minds aud Aristotle now rather noto-
riens waxeu tablets before tbey had iu any xvay been used.
Thus bafflad in my lirst attempt, I hetook mvself te that
glorius institution the Encycl<poedia, two of tbem in fact,
but was rather taken aback wben 1 found that though
tbey said a good deal on just wvhat academic costume was


