
WHAT SHOULD THE COMMON SCHOOL TEACH?

than Our own, and its because they mix
With one another, and when one does
flot know the other tells him, and there
are mnany nation alities, so its very easy
to teach them English because when it
i8 not sure of anything it asks the other.
PuPilS on the farm are much behind,
and in the first (at ieast) five grades

should be taught by their own teacher.
There are rnany instances wlîere our
tea cher had to leave on account of no
p)rogress at sehool.

These arc my vicws rcgarding non-
English pupils.

D. H. MALY.

WHAT SHOULD THlE COMMON SCIIOOL TEACU?
Much is being said about our common

8chools. Criticisms are hur]ed froin ail
s'des. The champion of "'culture"' coin-
Plainis that the sehools are utilitarian,
bread-and-buttcry. The miich-dcferýred-
to business man berates thern because'
the boys and girls in his employ can
flot 8urpass the adding machine in speed
and accuracy. The stand-patter de-
'nands that the sehools of to-day teach
the saine things that his grandparents
learned in the ''littie red school house.''
The Ilodernist advocates the complete
abandoumient of the old, and the sub-
Stituti0 n of the new.

The difficulty is that ail express their
'Pifllons and wishes without settling on
udcrlying fundamentals. The problem

tf,,,be kePt in mind is: What is the
funicton of the common school? What

it SuPposed to do with the boy or
girl? Should it give him "culture,
teach hini a trade, or wiat? If we
eOUld but flnd a, satisfactory answer to
these questions, the rest would be coin-
ParatiVelY simple.

Tro begin with, the very tern uscd
ýlgS a possible solution. Accord-

n tO the dictionary, the word "com-
Inybe appîied to anything thatl3ertains to or is participated in by

ail or the Whoie."1 Tt may be assumed
thel re that a common scbool educa-

tIf hould function in the lives of ail,
Of lst Only of Auch elements as are

tie irtal signjficance in the life activi-
e Of ail sorts, and conditions of men,Wh dthbankers or bricidayers, doctors

driv l ers, tea chers or truck
laers, r or longshoremen.

The '3"ann school that furnishes

one kind of training to the future
rnerchiant and another to the future me-
chanic, is not on]y untrue to its mis-
sion, but is also un-Amenican. Lt lays
the foundation for social strata, so ab-
horrent to democracy; it is intolerable
in our republie.

The place for specialized training is
beyond the elementary school, perhaps
evedn beyond the high school. The col-
lege to some extent, the professional
school and the occupation îtself may be
rightly charged with that task. If it
be asserted that as a rcsult of non-
specialized common school training,
hordes of helpless boys and girls are
thrown into blind,-alley occupations,
the obvious reply is: The social and eco-
noinic conîditions that make such a
situation possible are utterly and fun-
damentally wrong, and should be so
changed as to enable ahl to receive
vocational training after completing
the common school course.

If ite accept the foregoing principles,
it is not diffienît to formnulate a satis-
factory curriculum for an Americafi
elementary school. It becomes neces-
sary mnerely to enumnerate the factors
that enter into the individual and social
life of ai], and then fiîrnish. such train-
ing as will most fully provide for thcmn.

Obviously bodiiy health is the prime
essential. None of us can be completely
efficient in any walk of life, unless in
good physical eondition. Hence chil-
dren should be trained in proper hy-
gienie habits, and be nmade acquainted
with the laws of health and the ele-
ments of sanitation. Is it necessary to
add thaf the namnes of boues and


