WHAT SHOULD THE COMMON SCHOOL TEACH ?

than our own, and its because they mix
With one another, and when one does
Dot know the other tells him, and there
?é‘e many nationalities, so its very easy
: teach them English because when it
S 10t sure of anything it asks the other.
aupl{s on the farm are much behind,
nd in the first (at least) five grades

307

should be taught by their own teacher.
There are many instances where our
teacher had to leave on account of no
progress at school.

These are my views regarding non-

English pupils.
D. H. MALY.

WHAT SHOULD THE COMMON SCHOOL TEACH?

Se}ll\/({ufh is b(_eipg said about our common
Sideqo s. Crltlelsms are hurled from all
Do The champion of ‘‘culture’’ com-
I‘eands that the schools are utilitarian,
. -and-buttery. The much-deferred-
. gsmess man ber.ates them because:
not 0ys and girls in his employ can
Sl;ré)ass the adding machine in speed
curacy. The stand-patter de-
mznds that the schools of toI—)day teach
earrslzglg things .that his grandparents
. In the “‘little red school house.”’
abangt)o(iermst advocates the complete
Stity nment of the old, and the sub-
I;ltlon. of the new.
Opiniﬁndlﬁmulty is that all express their
under] S and wishes without settling on
}i{lng fundamentals. The problem
llnete}o ept in mind is: What is the
IS if s n of the common school? What
girl *uspposed to do with the boy or
teach h‘hould it give him ‘‘culture,”’
eOuldblm a trade, or what? If we
ese qlilet gnd a satisfactory answer to
pa!'ativg]; ;?II:ISI;IZhe rest would be com-
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begin with, the very term used

Su .
inggteoSts 4 possible solution. Aeccord- .
mop e dictionary, the word ‘“com-

“Del‘talilll)&y be applied to anything that
Loy ths to or is participated in by
therefors whole.”” Tt may be assumed
ion Shoulzlhat & common school educa-
ang Consies funetion in the lives of all,
£ Vita] o only of guch elements as are
ties of al?lgnlﬁeamee in the life activi-
Whethe, b Sorts and conditjons of men
Op A ankers or bricklayers, doetors
1ggers, teachers or truck
yers or longshoremen.
mon school that furnishes
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one kind of training to the future
merchant and another to the future me-
chanie, is not only untrue to its mis-
sion, but is also un-American. It lays
the foundation for social strata, so ab-
horrent to demoecraey; it is intolerable .
in our republic.

The place for specialized training is
beyond the elementary school, perhaps
even beyond the high school. The col-
lege to some extent, the professional
school and the occupation itself may be
rightly charged with that task. If it
be asserted that as a result of non-
specialized eommon sehool training,
hordes of helpless boys and girls are
thrown into blind-alley occupations,
the obvious reply is: The social and eco-
nomic conditions that make such a
situation possible are utterly and fun-
damentally wrong, and should be so
changed as to enable all to receive
vocational training after completing
the common school course.

I we accept the foregoing prineiples,
it is not difficult to formulate a satis-
factory ecurriculum for an Ameriean
elementary school. It becomes neces-
sary merely to enumerate the faetors
that enter into the individual and soc'ial
life of all, and then furnish such train-
ing as will most fully provide for them.

Obviously bodily health is the prime
essential. None of us ean be completely
efficient in any walk of life, unless in
good physical condition. Hence chil-
dren should be trained in proper hy-
gienic habits, and be made acquainted
with the laws of health and the ele-
ments of sanitation. Is it necessary to
add that the names of bones and




