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Mr. Mason, of Viginia, in the Constitutional Coniven-
tion of 1787, liad said :"lf go on a principle often advocated
that a mn tiority, when interested, will oppress a mi'iority."
Mr. Greyson, aiso of Viginia, in the sameý Cm-) ventiori, declar-
ed "We ought to be wise enoughi to guard agai nst the abus;e
of such a government. Ipllcin fact, oppress more than
monar-chies."

Jefferson, the democrat, took alarin at the doctrine, so
anti-democratie, advanced by the great and illustrious of the
land. H1e, too, feared that if a general governoient received
too mach power, it wouid enable a king or dictator to crusb
out dernocratic factions in some of the colonies by the aid
of a mtjority of the colonies, whose leader., were thus opposed,
H1e therefore turned his attention to promulgate the doctrine
of States righ ts. In other words, to have it distinctly under-
stood that no power could be derived by the general govern-
ment, fromn the reading of the Constitution as it was fraîned,
to interfere witb the internai affairs and government of any
state in the American Confederacy. This understanding was
agreeable to ail parties, for it enauled the feudal aristocracy
of the South to, have control in their States as formerly.
While it gave assurance to the Northern ]Democracy that no
external power could compel them to recede from their position.

Even after this was settled the fatal article was allowed
to remain, Ilthat the general goverament would msâintain a
republican form in each of the States." In thèse days, tlie
meaning of this was permitted to be that the representation
of every State in the general governrnent should be chosen
after the Jiepublican model, namely : The senators of a
State slîould be appointed by the Governor, and the repre-
sentatives elected by the people. It was flot supposed to
extend into the State and decide who miglit be a citizen,
who might be a governor, and who a senator or representa-
tive. llad it meant any such internai interference the altera-
tion of State constitutions would have followed the adoption
of the national Constitution ; for few states had the same
method of forming citizenship, and a feudai government
existed in every one of the Southern States, the negro serfs
flot being permitted to voté, and estates, with local magis-
tracy passing hereditarily in those families having entail-
ments. This local magistracy was in the power the planter
had in judgment over the actions of lis serfs. H1e also,
according to, the law, if his property was beyond a certain
ainouil, was eligible to certain offices. His property being
entailed, his eligibility was hereditary. llad any one of the
States chosen, in those days, to make the governorship here-
ditary in a certain fainily, the general government would
have been lacking in delegated power to prevent it, accord-
ing to the meaning of the Constitution as it was then under-
stood. That primary understanding was the true one. It
was on that principle of iniern'd sovereignt!1' that the very
war against the Home Government was waged in '76. Now
that that principle hiad been established it Lbecame the cor-
ner-stone of the adopted Constitution. Each State was to
be absolute sovereign in matters of its own internai
government. If a State desired to make its own governor.
ship hereditary it had a right so to do. It was on this
understanding only that the confhicting elements in the van-ý
ous colonies could he brought together in one confederacy.
Ail that the Constitution could impo,ýe on each State was
that each one shouid forai its constituent element in the
national legislature after the same pattern, and the Repub-
lican, or elective principle was chosen as the manner after
which the national Government should be formed.

The Constitution was adopted by the various states at
different times. The last one to cOrne into a union with
the others was Rhode Island, in 1798.

It will be remembered that while the War for Indep on-
(lence was in progress the Continental Congre4s, Cornposed
inostly of dernocrats, was opposed to the officors of the Conti-
nental Armv who had among themn titled mon and rnem-
bers of the colonial aristocracy. These officers hiad been
formed into an hereditary order termed Order of Cincin-
natus in 1783, wvhile Congross liad been declairning against
hiereditary pnincipies generally. Now, after the Constitution
was adopted, the first of the acts of Congres4s walî to rpeu i-
ate the revolutionary war debt. This includéd those loan.5
advanced to the provisional government by the weaithy arîd
proniinent families on the colonial ïide. Thie case of Robert
Morris was particularly sad. At the reque,4t of Washington,
who had pledged bis (>wn property to raise funds to pay the
troops and for their provisioniînent, Morris signed for a boan
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to the Government, and in addition gave security for the
Government to other woalthy people who also loaned.
When the Governm ont repudiated this debt,' Morris waO
seized by the Governmont creditors, as its endorser, and
flung into jail for the debt. fis property was takeli and
hie died in pî-ison-bounds.

In lator years the ungrateful democracy, to celebrate
its own centonnial of rule in America in 1876, had the bodY
of Robert Morris placed under an eleganit monument with
the highest honours, whiie at the saine time bis descendants
in Virginia, plunged in the waves of adversity, were suffering
for tlie public generosity of their ancostor. The United
ýStatos stili allows them to suffer. It never has and neyer
will pay that debt, either to the descendants of Morris or to
the descendants of the officers of the Contiiientai Ariny, be-
cause such an act would be Ilfostering the aristocracy")

Virginîa, how over, pursued an honourable course. 1Rer
own troops undor G;en. George Rogers Clarke, sent by the
Colonial Government of Virginia, during the War of '76,
hiad conquered what was then known as the North-West
Territonies, now formed into the States of Ohio, Indiana and
Illinois. This territory Vîrginia ceded to the generai Go"'
ernment to pay for bier share of the revolutionary war debt,
The Government accepted the trust, but failed to fulfil it.
No appropriation of monoy from the sale of the land wa8
set apart for that purpose.

General Clarke, who had contributed much to further
the success of this enterprise of Xirginia, by private ineafl 5

and personal ability, was presonted with a sword by the
Virginia G-overnment. His action illustrates the sentiffent
of the military class of that time and section. BreakifLg1 the
sword in pieces hoe cast it at the feet of the Coînmissioneîers
hie uttered the words: Il Let Virginia pay lier debts before
she makes presents." Virginia afterwards did pay them sand
granted Generai Clarke 40,000 acres of land in the ProVifl06

of Kentucky to reimburse him for what personal out,,y he
had been put to in the North-West expedition.

April 11, 1789, Washington was inforrnod that hie hed
been elected President of the United States, which lied
adopted the Constitution presented to themt separately> i
their sovereign capacities. Some of the States 011lY lO
ceptod tire Constitution tomporarily. Sncbi was the n'a"1

ner of Newv York. April 3Oth, Washington was inatigUrted
with John Adarn, of Massachusetts, for Vice-President,
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A Few Stîvictuves on iluxleys 4 "EVol1
tion anud Etllies."

Y3 the "lcosmic process " Huxley means nothiflg 'nrB- tan the internecine struggyle for existence, whiCh, g
it is said, is the iiethod of evolution.

By the Ilethical process " lie neans only that doctrine
which teaches us to "llove our neighbour." Cr

Thon liho says tliese are antafgIonistic ; thatUt1ptot .
tain point evolution procee(led by ruthleess e
supposed to proceed by mercy. ()f course the proCle8
antagonistic :tbev need not be p'o''d so ; lie mjakes thoin 0>and the

But surely hotlî the so-called Il coýinic process Cpo
"ethical process " are ecd but parts of a truc cOsm" r

csthîe beginningIs and the ends of whiich we Os
6

The internecille stnîfe was one stop inl the procO5eS 0du
the stop tlint led to the evolutîoi of roason ; but ev 6nd.
inlg tAie a ction of tlis stop we see the gernis of the seCO, I
of tlîe Il ethical procussm, : aIl grgro. pcO how '
anintiaiS that forni colonies Or commlilurntieos show it ; ntS id
is iii tAie naterrial instinct ; bees could flot hive, antotect
n(>t build, wolvos could flot îîunt, cattie cOuld not pxrilen
thenisolves, and th(, younz of aniniaIs c<>uld not 11&ve t the
if, in the ruid4t of this so-cali l cosmic Pro'6S5d ne
Cethical procoss " lied not~ liad soine play also. eL.ie

that the intenecine process hiis .ly t part and eVOlVts
reoa(n, the othical procuss4, connus o th front1 and P ,9
part -and fot, so antagoristic a part after al h folo

rnunity s4tili puts Vo death itm p n ni s it 0 eg . bU,* an
its tuurderers.-..ven i'nprisorîînont, iii short ail i*
form of that intornecine strifo by which comîtnît&î lied
tect thefwselve,4, i4 a form of the "lcosm1ic process C 00 001

And comfmunitiCs protect tiir.ev froinî te


