Debate on Mr. Crawford’s [lotion

REGARDING REMEDIAL LEGISLATION.

On w

Rumbey Cdnesday afternoon a large

q“‘fSt;i)I;, Of citizens interested in the
Manigopg °5, femedial Legisiation tor
echambthrﬁ)nged the galleries of
wag kno er in the local House. 1t
itroguen ., that Mr, Crawford would
‘mexm-ee‘.ms resolution in tavour of
UrLtame Eb}?_n of disaproval trom the
action qu’lslatul'e with respect to the
directiy Lhe Uttawa Government in
ﬂsalnstg Seemmgly coercive measures
Baraing the Frovince of Manitona re-
Separng, (0€ | re-establishment of
Known € SFHOOIS; and it was also
) hgr at least surmised, that Mmr.
of an amW1and would speak in lavour
ticn f!‘omendmem to remove the ques-
lction the sphere of politicai juris-
p"oblez;q and establish it as a judicial
ed atmeg 0 De solved in the less heat-
gation SDrvere 6f non-partizan investi-
s ogeq i“le speeches delivered on
Of the frapn, DY some of tne members
Ject wmo‘lse were worthy or the sub-
the Ql‘il'c(':h provoked them ; and it
eBh‘eql al opuserver of human nature
the té:ufir&w his own conclusiois
Prompteq ibre or the minds which
Ourayy), the utterances of tne hon-
chport,Sentlemen, ne had a splendid
specula:‘nty for induiging himself in
ea.sumnmn' From cool business-like
the merg to the noisy utterances of
fine va.r‘e volitician there, ranged a
The iety of elocutionary types.
bEen d;l“esuons by members having
prGCedeSDOSed of according tu their
e Nog?e in the Orders of the day,
e ho ces of Motion were read, and
r, M:- leader of the Opposition,
the Hou"ter._ moved for an order Of
all corrse for a return cf copies ot
Writin espondence, documents and
GOVergs between any member of the
or Der;nent' or between any person
c(nnnecuons and the Government, in
ade bOIl with the recent charges
of the a’ James Massie, late Warden
of the entral Prison, against certain
tor comomcials of the prison. Also,
a‘I’Dolntes of the commission, or other
8lven tment, and the imstructions
vestjgat‘) the commissioners who in-
opy ofed the charges. Also, for a
Commjg iall evidence taken berore the
ang ofs oners at the investigation,
e comthe report made thereon by
missioners.
best § ltVIARTER considered that the
e sern erests f the province would
tact t}‘(ed by calling attention to the
e lit at the Government had made
o be of James Massie an intoler-
oxon urden to him; and that Mr.
the Cg) his successor as warden of
by a niral Prison, had been charged
utterinleamed judge, not only with
ing g the lie pesitive, but with hav-
verj » een  guilty of a ‘' suppressio
lon O0 & memorable occasion. The
actiy I:‘“?mber explained at length the
on W'Ot the Government in connec-
of thy ith the matter, and a speech
tioy ot duarters of an hour's dura-
amplleared the way for
ing 15, CRAWFORD'S motion touct-
Leglsl‘e Manitoba school :— That the
? On"{“Ve Assembly of the Province
that ario feel deep interest in all
pary concerns the well-being of every
hat ?f the Dominion of Canada.
Uevip, h? people of this province, be-
thtgg in the principle of provincial
mipree eloice that the Judiclal Com-
Britg;, °f the Privy Council of Great
of hn declared that the Legislature
Whh;e Province of Manitoba acted
lng R their judicial rights in abolish-
eatablhe dual system of schools, and
ishing a single natlonal system

of education in lieu thereof, in the
rrovince of Manitoba. That we re-
gard the legislation now being con-
templated by the Dominion Govern-
ment, known as the Remedial bill,
the object of which is to abolish the
natioral system of Manitoba and rs-

gtore the old dual system in its
place, unfavourably. Tnat this Leg-
islature cannot but look  upon ihe

legislation which is Leing promoted
at Cttawa as an attack upon the
legislative rights of a sister province,
and as a measure, fraught with grave
danger to the peace and prosperity
of Ccnfederation, and consequently,
we hope, even yet, that the bowminion
Government wul decide to abandon
the course it ig at present following,
and to leave Manitoba to manage
her own educational affairs in e
way that seems best to the people
of that province.

MR, CRAWKURD, (Toronto w.), re-
marked that having due regard 0
the fact that the substance of his
motion was in itself a departure from
the ordinary business ol the House,
and, further, that he recognized his
ovwn position as an assumption of re-
spopsibility in introducting the mo-
tion, he should make his observa-
ticns to the point. He was not in
this matter representing one sect or
one party, or even one of the four
parties occupying seats on both sides
of the House, but he believed that
he was voicing the views of the peo-
ple of the Frovince of Ontario, and
of their representatives in Parliament
before hirm. He desired neither to
make political capital out of the fact
that he had introduced the wmotion,
ner, on the other hand, to give of-
tence by his attitude cn the question,
but he was possessed ol an honest
wish to obiain from the House a frec
and frank expression of itg disapproval
of the Remedial Bill now being pressed
to its conclusion by the Parliament
of Canada. Such action, in his opin-
jon, was not wise. It was fraught
with great danger, and its results
would be detrimental to the best in-
terests, both of the Dominion and the
Provirce of Manitoba. 1t was not
necessary for him to say that the
subject had been 80 thoroughly
ihreshed out already in the press that
even school children were aware of
the significance of the words * Remec-
dial Legislation.” It had been said
trat the question was a legal omne:
if that were so, he would await an
exposition of its legal side from some
hcn, gentleman verged In the law,
and would content himself with a
reference to a few of its salient fea-

" tures, without going into the question

in its entirety. It was sufficient to
say that in the year 1890, the Mani-
toba Legislature enacted a law, the
effect of which was to abolish the
dual system of schools which had
previously existed in that province
for fuur years, and that a single na-
ticnal system of education was there-
by subs:tuted. Objection was then
taker. to this new law by the Roman
Catholic minority of Manitoba, and it
was taken to the courts, and fought
through the different stages, until the
Surreme Court of the realm was call-
ed upon to decide for or against its
legality. The just decision of the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun-
cil was to the effect that the law was
censtitutional.  The second decision
of this august body was that the law
in question did affect the privileges

" latter.

of the minority in such a way as to
justity an appeal on lhe part or ihe
vhat appeal was therefore
muade to 1ne Governor-General 1
council, arnd a message was sent to
Manitopa rom the ominion Govern-
ment cominanding tne restoration to
the minority uf tne rights of which
tney nad veen stripped.  Tne repiy
ol wmanitoba to thig command was @&
cistinet reiusal Lo restore Separvate
Scrools, and tne Remedial vrder wnien
was at that moment under discus-
gion in the Houge of Commons at
uttawa, was thereupon issued. 1t
was because he trusted that that bill
would be rejected tnat he had intro-
duced his motion,

-1 take tne ground,” continued the
member ror roronto west, ‘‘ that this
bill was born in haste; and secondly
that it is in its text and purpose an
infringement upon Provinclal Rights.
1 wiil not discuss the gquestion of
whether a grievance does or does not
exist in this case. 1 say, merely, that
belore such a bill should become
law, should be allowed to become
law, the most exhaustive report, and
the fullest investigation of the facts
of the matter shoutd be in the hands
of the authorities. It is not the habit
of Britong to take Kindly to coercion;
and if this coercive measure should
become law it will be so against the
expressed wishes of the people of

Manitoba, and will seriously aifect
the growth and prosperity of that
province. 1 go further and say that

in such an event the minority must
surely suffer since reaction is the
natural result of a coercive measure.
Furthermore, it will be evident that
other denominations may consider that
they also are possessed of certain
special rights and privileges in the
matter of religious education, and the
upshot of this bill may be that Mani-
toba may be saddled with a large
number of sectarian schools—a most
undesirable state of affairs. Shall
we not also be likely to have a re-
petition of the disturbance in other
provinces of the Dominion ? This
bill, it passed, may and will reault in
such a stirring up of strife, of racial
controversies, among the people of
Canada, that the great questions of
the day will be lost sight of, and the
whole Dominion will thereby suffer.
If the Manitoba Government refuse to
put the necessary machinery in force
to carry out the terms of this Order
which we will suppose for a moment
has become law, what a deplorable
state of things will ensue! Even
the foundationg of Confederation may
by this short-sighted nplicy be af-
tected; but let such a possibility be
treated by wiser bprains than mine.
1 say that if there is a grievance to
be remedied, and if 1redregs is neces-
sary, then this House will do well to
say with me that such redress should
come through Manitoba Itself, and
that until all possible means have
been resorted to to pacifically bring
about this end, coercion should not be
thought of. The object of my motion
ig to obtain an expression of the dis-
approval of this Province by means
of the vote of this Legislature of the
action of the Dominion Government
with respect to the Remedial order.
It after investigation it is shown that
the minority have been unjustly dealt.
with, and if the proper means of re-
storing their rights prove abortive,
then I would be the first to admit the



