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The Rfeport of thie-liivursity Con-riisiol,

RJHE Commissioners appointe(l by the Provincial (4overn-
ment te enquire into the recent University troubles

have Presenteil tîîeir report and the Gov erninert lias allowed
the eariy publication of somue of thieir conclusions nead
to the niiatteis investigateci. Tlîey find that the articles in
the students' organ, The Varsity, of wvlich coînplaint xvas
in1ade, were "9offensive andl entireiy beyond the line of fait-
commient upon, the matters with which thiey professed to dea],'
"Id that the University Council and the University Coliecte,
10ouncil -were witbin tlîeir jurisdiction ini deahing wîtlî its
'ditor, INr Tucker, as tbey did, altiîoughi they tiîink that the
1lriiversity Council would have acted more consistentiy bad
't, inSta of suspenîding the editor, witli<rawn ail the Uni-
versxty privileges enjoved by the paper. Tbey state that
" there is no foundation for any charge,or even suspicion, that
the Chiancellor, thîe lion. Edward Blake, used lus influence
to have the appointinent of Professor Wrouîg miade, or tiiat
he in1 any wvay, interfered about it," andi tbcy fuliy approve

Of the action Of the University Counceil ini îealing as tlîey
did with thje Political Science -Association, ani iii respect to
the control of the Students' Union Building. They further
en~d that the students comipletely failed to shnow aniv ju.tifica-
tien for their stateuiîent that President Londlon is,'tuiwortliy
Of cOuîfitience orï of belief, and iin regard to the allegred infringe-
'cent8 of the riglîts of the students they state that Il tbey
liaee it th eir duty to express the opinion tbey bav e forriied,

'ed ulpon the evidelîce given bv the students theniseives,
"ild the views bytbem freeiy exprcssed froîn the xitniess
stand, viz., that ini the past there bas existed on the part of
Student8, to say the least of it, a inisconception as to the scope
4ind Proper construction of the statutes regulating discipline

lnteUiersity, and the real position the students should,
addo, Occupy with reference to the Counicils of the Univer-

boufld to render totergltoso h nvriyautho-
ritie."~ The final fidni fteCmisoesi h t ey

seeI0 reason foi, apprehension as to the future of the U7ni-
versitY of Toronto, nor for any fear that thîe wonderful
inerease in the number of its aluinni duringy the past five years
Wil1 suffer a check.);

To any one wlho attended the sessions of the Commis-3othese conclusions will appear justified by the evdience
Oifered. \Vhether the Commissioners were justified in
asserting that "lthere was a wvant of tact ini dealing, with the
"tudent8 at certain points during these troubles," must
ren,'ain undeicideil with those who heard the chief under-
graduate officer' of the Students' Literary Society declare

thtte students' rights taken away frorn them were those
h~ustling, hiaing, singing in the class rooms and other

8.ectiOnable practices, and the President of the Political

fleneA ssociation maintain that the promise, the non-ful-
it of Whlicb started the troubles, was not a binding one,

wleanother officer of the saine Society wlîo was rusticatedfor a Year for bringing note books ntti the examination hall
5 tated that President London was unworthy of belief. It
,lotl aPpear as if the cause of the troubles were a wvant,11tof tact, but of the finer sense of honour among<st some ofth~

e leading ,tudents. Wbiat tact could have averted the
Over ce 1 athe uet swore was directed againist the
den Wand not against the Faculty or against the Presi-

a8there lack of tact shown in the dismissal of
thfellor Dale concerning which the Comrnissioners hint that

did ? Ovrnment could not have acted other'wise than they
Tuce Was there a lack of tact evinced in deaiing with Mr.
thath who expressly announce( to the University Council

l ')h sumied the office of editor of T1Or Varsity for the
Stu O fl to ryig out the wishes of the students in oppe-
anyiteg tte comnmands of the Council 'i In what way could
hi% falit*e oficer deal successfully with a student who, in
eCnt'z th adherence to one idea, claimed the riglit to

hzete actions of the College authorities in a way which.
be d the regard as "loffensive and cntirely

unYon ah lin of fair comment '"We confess that wve areelap*b nle e these questions, and in regard to tact indlu-cîng ther
ute actions anîd sentiments of students, we mnight

-Ltle t, tatemnent of C. K. Adams, ex-President of Corneli
flrit, f, that "imany a college officer bas found to his1 i0w.~,th4t a class meeting is capable of infinite folly." Per-

ýtate rliei n.l of the University of Michigan, a
1JIle "'t'tu in many respects like our own ProvinciallversitY, bas haid an experience of college government sulli-

cieîit to \ in(licatc bis opinions, and yet lie says (if college
tdns tban Il tboulgh net vicious, tbey mnay be thougbitless,

anid are ofteîi carried away ini a wlîirl of teînporary excite-
ment to words and acts xvbicb tiiey sooîî after condenin.
XVhat is \vise treatmnent of youuig meni ini these inoods is not
always easy te say." It would, indeed, have been a service
of great value to the University Couincil had the Commnission
pointeti out ini wbiat uiatters a lack of tact had beenl display-
ed, and it wouid bave beemi interesting also te biave its views
in regard to ain unwieldy body, sucli as the University Coun-
cil is,, attempting to govern students tliroughi an oticer who
bas no powers but that oif a chairianl, anîd wbo, if lie possesses
tact, lias hiad nîo opportunity of dispiaying it.

Perbaps tlîis feature oif the report is the only ulisatis-
factory one, and if it is remeiheed that but onle menier of
the commnission liad any acadt'nic connection, il, il] appear
diflicuit to imagine bio\v it could have been otherwise. They

ar avre ote principle cf self-governmient auiiongst the
student-, andi they appear, to conider tlîat a '--tudents' Coun-
cil, staniig lîetween the Faculty on thîe one liand and the
studemits on the oflier, woul bc a ceîîtinnal cause of friction.
Tlîev seelîl te tlîink tbat there shîould lie a streuîgel' bond cf
synîpatliy bctwcen the students anid the autiiorities and we
lieartily tagree witli tlîein ini tlîis ; but it is dillicult te sec ini
what way tilis syîuîpathy xîîay lie cieated wlîen four- different
and equaily indepeuidext bodties share the control cf twelve
lîuuidîed students and Nvlien the uniwisce action of any one cf
these biodies niay thrcw tlie whoic mnacliinery cf governent
out cf gear. When, as thie report cf the Commission itself
shows s, there was a widespread iîîisconception as to the powers
cf the Couuîcils, botb anîongst the students and the Facnlty,
there is, te a certain extent, an excuse foi' the tlîoughtless"
action cf a miass tif inexperienced studeuits, but this very
excuse condemins the constitution of the University which,
permits such a confusion.

It is greatly te l)e regrette(] that tbe Coinm issionters
feund ne opportunity for inîjuiring into the constitution cf
the Uiv~ersity. They have, however, forwarded te the Gtîv-
ernimient the suggestions of the two Councils and Professor
(ioldwin Sinitlî's views on the subject. If thîe report siould
bue publislied in full, perhaps the facts brouglit eut in the in-
vestigation nuay prepare the public niind for the considera-
tion of a change in the governinent cf the University as will
niake the înachîinery simplet-, casier of action, less liable te
be affected bv the caprice cf a group of cither the students
or cf the Faculty, and at thîe sanie time permit the establish-
nient of a biondi cf syînpatlîy between the sober ani tlionght-
fnl portion of the student body and thec Faculty.

The part that the students cf the Political Science
Course piayed in ail the late troubles wvas qnite clear, but the
evidence cf Mr. Greenwood lîrouglît thîis out very markedlv.
Hle gave ai list, thirty-cne in all, cf the speakers wlîo addreseed
the student mnass meeting at which the boycott xvas organized,
cf wbiclî twenty-one wcre students in the Political Science
Course. Wlîeil asked why so large a proportion caille f romn
oune departitnt, whîich docs net contain more than one-eigluth
cf thîe students ini thîe Arts Faculty, be stated that be
tlîouglit the niajority of such students were intending te
study law and that tbey were exercising themselves as a
preparation. If this representï thîe mattpr correctly, it re-
veals a serious situation. Why should raw youtbs, anxious
to Ilspeut " and agitate, have their teuîdencies accerituated by
a course cf study which shouid be permnitted only te aduits cf
riper years 1 It wonltl serve the purposes cf the State better
if tliese and other students were te receive annually a course
cf instruction on the savoir-,/hire, llot cf polities and agita-
tiens, but of ordinary, everyday life, in whicb also the savoir-
vivre miglit be incidentally taught. The late master cf
Balliel Cellege, Dr. Jowett, wvas in the habit cf addressiîîg
bis students on these things, and if English students aie as
raw as Canadian cnes, bis course cf action was abnndantly
justified. One is tempteti te wish there xvere a dozen
Jcwetts in Canadian collegiate life te increase tbe ameunt cf
sweet reasonableness in students.

We believe the report cf the Commuission will do ninch
good and venture te hope that it will receive that careful
attention wbich ail University matters sbonld receive fronm
the public. Upon the students thenuselves, we believe, the
greatest effeet wiil be obscrvcd, and ini ahl probability tbey
will take grreater beed cf the character cf their leaders in
the future. MIf this result should obtain, then tbe University
cf Toronto may hencefcrth be free front these troubles wvbichi
cone from obdurate and perverse hunmant nature. X,

3r'l' 1895.1


