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The most fundamental, as itis the most

obtrusive and pressing, of all accial prob-

lems is at preserit that ef the unemployed.

The unempleyed are everywhere. They are

presi nt in ail our citit-s by thousands. They

are cf two classes, those who do net wish te

work, and those who do. Lt is seif-evidernt

that the members cf these twc distinct

classes require radically different treatment.

The probIem presented by lte irst is, at

the eutset, a moral problem. Lt is aise a port

petual problem. The lazy, the sbiftless&

the shirkers, are always with us. The law

which must commend itself te every intel-

ligence as the righteous rule in regard te ail

such, is that cf the Apostie, who says, Il If

any will net work, neither lot him eat.'

This does not, howevu', nîcet the case cf

those dependent upen bita. Nom is seciety

in a peaition te enferce the law with even-

handed firmness unless it cen say, IlHme,

or theme, is the wvork. Do it and yen Iall

be fed."
But what of the tons cf thousands who

are ready and wilîing, eye, more than wili-

ing, agcniziiigly auxieus, te werk, but for

whom ne work can be found. This 18 the'

question which is cm ought te ho supreme,

until a f ati8factory answer is f ound- It is,

surely, net tee mucli te say that there is

work enough te ho donc in the eivilized

worid, or in any large modermn community

or nation, te give employttwrtt toeovîry

oe, and that there is weaîth enougli te pay

for the wcrk at stch rates as would t nable

the werker te live in tolenable comfcît.

Food, clctbing, ihelter, ire produced in

sufficient quantities te supply the needs cf

ail. If they are net under present condi-

tions, tht fact should niake the answer te

the question the more easiiy found, for ail

that is required is te empley the unempley-

ed in prodiicing more of these necesFariesa

until the supply is ample for al]. Now

whatever our horror of sccialiitm or any of

ita kindred revoluticnary schemes, we do

net suppose that there is a single thought-

fui perse" ameng cur readers whe will hesi-

tate te admit that the people in any cern-

rnunity as a whole,that is, organized society,

have a natural. and moral right toeffcet by

proper means auch a distribution of wealtb,

the product of the labeur of the community,

as weuld bring it te paso that ne man or

woman wbo la willing te work should be

under the neoesaity of begging or starving

for want of opportunity te eamn by houeat

labeur the wherewithai te supply bis ewn.
wants and those of bis helpilesa dependcntp.

In other words, aIl will admit that it ia con-

trar-y te natural right, te moral law, and te
the sounideat sociolegical principlea, that a
part Of the cemmunity aheuld bie permitted

te appropriate, whether by aupenier shrewd-
neas, by gaining control of natural monope.
lies, or by any ether means, se large a share
of the producis cf labeur that other mem-

bers of the cent munity ahouid bie left unable
to obtain envughi of thrse preducts te supply

the necessari- s of life, and sheuld penish in
conarquence.

And yet, if ail can agree upon this, a

general principle is admitted which covers

the whole ground, What remains is simply

to find out the best means of reducing the

principle to practice. TJhis shouid flot Le

beyond the wisdoin and skill of modern

statesmen ani philanthropists. The fat

that the best mode, or any eff ectuai mode,

of doingià has riot yet been discovered or

recognizcd, simply proves either that the

principle, so readily admitted when sirnply

stated, has not yet been clearly apprehend-

ed, or that sufficient attention bas not been

given to its practical application. But it is

c1ear that society, those who are fitted te le

the leaders of socioty in particular, have

hitherto failed te fultil one of their tirst and

highest oWli,ations.
Ail those theories, cf which Professer

Hturne enumeratied se formidable a list at

the Auditotiumn teetingH, and ecd of whichi

bas its ardent advocates, are but se many

attempts on the part of individuals to deviý e

the best plan for the acconiplishment of a

redistribution cf property which ail thougit t-

fuI persons, if our assumption be admit tedl,

ar3îagreed ouglit to be made. The sanie

may bie said cf the proposal te limit priv5te

fortunes se weil ativocati(i 1by a con tributor

in our columns last week.
Lt is not the object cf the present artic le

te discuss these various schemes in detail,

a takk for which our space would prove

utterly inadcquate. The one practical point

which we wibh te make ia that these are ail

honeet and more or Iess plausible attempts

te soîve a pmoblem 'which presses upon mod-

ern society and domandsi solution. Lt is

evident, therefüre, that mere negative crit-

icieim, mere pointing eut cf the deliciencies

or alleged deficiencies cf thia or that partic-

lar proposai, is flot enough. 1It is a cold

and hesrtless treatment of tbe theme wvhich

stands in close relation,not only te the cern-

fort and happiness, but te tbe very existence

of hundreds of thousands of eur fellow-bc-

ing. The tbing aimed at ought to be don,-
must bie done, if our Christian civilization is

net te prove a gigantie failure. HIow dccc

the cool-headed, or cynical critic propose te

do it'l

NOTES ON DANTE.-VI.

PARAnISO.

\Ve have gonoe down into the abodes cf
h< pelees sin. acd misory and accu every phase cf
humian agony. We have passed tlirough the
ranks of these whio are undergoing purification
frein tho stam cf evil. We are now to go up

hig her, and beliold the circles cf the saints in

liglit, the blessedness of the redcemed spimits
in paradise through ail their stages. In pur-
gatcry we heard cf purification, instruction,
development-of process, net attainment. Ncw

we are te beliold the fruition of giery. Yet

even bers there are differences. The biessed

live in diffement sphones corresponding with

the degrees cf giery into whiehi tliey have on-

tored. This is pointed eut by the peet at the

very beginning cf the Paradiso:

H-is glory, hy wbûse, jiilht ail thlillgs are,
tue ved

Pierces the universe, anid in one part
Shieds mocre resplendence, eisewliere less.''

Às in tho Infertie acd Purgatorie, there aie

boere aise dcc. sphiercs; first, the seven pianets,.

next (8) the fixed stars, and (9) the primui

mobile ;and heycndl ail these, the Enipyreail,

or sphere cf iinuediate divine manifestation.

The spheres are :(l) The tao, the habi-

Cation of tîtose ivîti bcd hiect forced te violate

their vows of celibaicy ;(2) Mercury, b1 liabited

by those who lîad cloue great (leods for the

sake cIf faine ;( 3) Venus, Lîy the sp"iits ot

loyers ;(4) the Sani, bY ,reat tbei legians

Mars, by cr-usadcer8, martyrs, andclinnitpions

of tue faith ;(6) Jupiter, hy thie great cf tlic

earth, kinags and n-st mulers ;7, Sianri, by

the cciteiiîativ ;o (8) the ixed stars, wbiere

is siicwn the triuipi cf Christ, who a1ipeat'5

sutrrointdoîl by saints cf siietiai pie eltiecuc

ý9t) the Crysilicie Ilecavenis-tue Priiniiii

?îl 1ille ;I (10 tue Euiyî-eliii.

l)ciïte is ivithl licatrico ini thu eartbiy para-

di so. lieatrice is gazi ng ou tie situ, and lie,

cal ch ini the sain e lîcuet, tiids liitseif bornje

abift, lis thle p iritiei sou miust noeds a11scoid,

eveii as t lie tuuorent ru.shes - (lwnwards fi-()ii

a ilîcunïtaîni's lieîght.

1. 'ihey tirst enter the 'Moi, inhabited by

the spirits cf tituse wlio bid heen foi-ced to vio -

laie reiiiiîs viiws. HRoe for the first tintie

Danite behiolId tlie spirits cf the î-edeeîîîeii. Si>

etiiercal were thiey iat lio thîiugiît tuient iee

sbadcws. Bectrice siiîid, and told luitu (iii.,

'28)

'l'ru substances are tiiese, wbiiîl tlîou bie
liuld'st,

Hilher tlînî' failure îîf tibeir vow exiied,
But speak thonu à itiî iteni listen anid bc-

lieve.'
First they cee Piccarda Dotiati, a cocuection cf

lis own, wlio bcd boit terii by bier brother

Corse, froni a couvent and niarrieui agaist lier

wili. Anetiier was Coistance, dangliter cf tlie

Kinîg cf Naples, ai.se taken ''frein the pleas-

ant cloister's pale,'' aîîd married tii tlie Eut-

peror tffîîry VI., se tlîat aIe aftcrwards ho-

caine the niother cf Frederick Il.
It seemed hard tliat those who liad falloti

short <if perfect oliodience tlirough ne fault of

their iîwt, shothld lie plaiced in a iowem spliere;
and Danîte asks if tlîoy are contentod (iii.,
64) :

'' Yet inforni mie, yo wlio he
Are liappy ;long yo fer a liiglier place,
More te l)Oliold, and more in love te dweii ?

On this peint ho received instant satisfaction,

the anBwer sliewing that theso spirits al
iearned tlie truc secret cf ail biessedness

"She with these spirits gently smîlcd;
Thon answerod witî sccl glauîcess, tliat slie

seomed
\Vith lovo's firat flamie te glow :'Brottier

Our 'w ili
la, in compeauro, settled by tho power
0f dliarity, wlio makes us wili alone
Wliat we possosa, and nouglit beyond desire,
If we slicuid wish te hoe exaited moere,
Thon imist our wishes jar wîtli tlio higli wil
0f Him whc sets us here ;whicli in these ombs
Thiou wilt confoas net possible, if hoe
To bie in cliarity must needs bofal,
And if hon nature woli thcu contemplate.
Rathen it is inheront in this state
Of blessedness, te koep ourselves withutî
The divine wiii, by which our wiiia wvith lis.
Are one....
And in Rlis wiil is ocr tnanquillity.
Lt is the mighty ecean, whitlier tends
Wliatevem it creates and nature makes.'

Se that Dante confesses:


