The Feast of the Purification of the Bloss-
ed Virgin Mury JSwuridically and
Mistoricailly Connldered,

The Peast of the Purification falls
upon the fortieth day after Christmas,
because, as Raban Maurus says, “by a
precept of the Law, this was the time
appointed for women bringing forth
children to be purified. For this reason
‘has this festivity been established in

. the Church, because it is certain that on

this day the Mother of the Lord was
petrified; not because she needed any
legal purification, inasmuch as she bore
the Master Himself of the law but be-
<ause Jesus came not toloosen but to
fulfil the Law.”

This feast is called by the Greeks, by
the Ambrosian Church, and by the Ven-
erable Bede, “Oblatio Christi ad Tem-
plum,”’— “The Offering of Christ to the

-Temple.” Among the. Latins it is called

Purification; but the word has the mean-
ing of oblation, offering. Da Cange, in
his Glossary says that “women are said
to be punfied who go to the church

" after childbirth, and receive the blessing

"

of the priest, which is ordained by the
Old Law. Purification is the offering
which is made to the priests by women
who are purified after childbirth in the
church.” The Old Law cited above
is to be found, first in Exodus, xiii,12,
and again, more explicitly, in Leviticus,
xii 6. ' .

But Mary conceived and brought forth
the Lord according to the supernatural
order—‘“aeterna permanens Virgo,"—
“being ever & Virgin ,’’and the law was
manifestly intended to apply to those
who conceived and bore children accor-
ding to the natural order, Hence, nei-
ther Mary nor Jesus was bound by the
Law; the one not having come under the
conditions of the Law; the other, that is
the Son, following, according to the law
of nature, the condition, and being en-
titled to the immunity, of the Mother.
Well did Mary know this, for she was
brought up in the Temple, the very
atmosphere of which was the Iaw, and
she had biessed and happy reason to
remember the angelic visitation of
March the 25th, and the miraculous

. event of December 25th. Well did

Joseph know it, too; for still rangin his
ear the angelic words : “Joseph, son of
David, fear not to take unto thee Many,
thy wife; for that which is conceived in
her is of the Holy Ghost.” .
Still and withal, just as dutifully as
they undertook a tiresome journey to
Bethlehem at the first Christmas season,
to gratify the pride of old Rome, and
enroll themselves in the census, so0 now

. Mary and Joseph turn their faces toward

Jerusalem, in obedience to a Law which
bound them not. This is how St. Luke

. writes of 1t: ““And after the days of her

purification. according to the Law of

- Moses were accomplished, they carried

Him to Jerusalem, to present Him to
the Lord. As it is written in the Law
of the Lord: Every male opening the
womb shall be called holy to the Lord.”
‘The humulity of this act 1s thus noticed
by St. Thomas: “She was not bound to
the fulfilment of this precept, but she
voluntarily discharged the observance
of purification. And therefore as Christ
though not subject to the Law, .submit-
ted to circumcision, and to the other
obligations of the Law in order to give
an example of humility and obedience,
and to approve theLaw,and remove from
the Jews the occasion of scandal: for
these same reasons did He wish His
Mother nlso to tulfil the observances of
the Law, to which however she was not
held.”

A pathetic phase was there, too, in
their observance of the veriest tittle of
the Law. Their offering revealed the
the poverty in the world’s goods of the
blessed pair. The Law prescribes as
follows: “And when the days of her
purification are expired, for a son or for
& daughter, she shall bring to the door of
the tabernacle of the testimony a lamb of
& year old for a holocaust,and a young pig-
eonor turtlefor sin,and shall deliver them
to the priest who shall ofter them before
the Lord, and shall pray for her. . . And
if her hand find not sufficiency, and ehe
is not able to offer & lamb, she shall take
two turtles, or two young pigeons —
oue for a holocaust, and another for sin:
and the priest shall pray for her, and
80 she shall be cleansed.” But Mary's
hand found not the sufficiency, for
Joseph was a poor carpenter, and she
his wife, 8o she offéred what she could
Which was, as St. Luke testifies,  a pair
of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons.”

.The Evangelist does not say explicitly

Which of the two she offered, but it is

- DOt assuming overmuch to say 1hat she

Offered that which from all time has
°°}1 symbolical  of beautiful love and
Purity__«a pair of turtle doves.” The

- Evangelist says nothing of the offering

of the five sicles prescribed in the third

chapterof Numbers: “Thou  shalt take

-

five sicles for every head, according to
the weight of the sanctuary. As sicle
hath twenty obols,” But the presump-
tion is that this part-of the precept was
complied with religiously.

There is atradition to the effect that
when the blessed Virgin went up intq
the Temple, she retired to that part -of
it which was strictly réserved for the
virgine; that the Jews were horrified at
what they deemed a sacrilege, and pro-
ceaded to eject her by force. In the
tumult which ensued, Zachary, the fath-
er of St. John the Baptist, who went to
her defence, was slain betwben the altar
and the Temple. ! :

They met in the Temple holy Simeon
who “had received an answer from the
Holy Ghost that he should not see death
before he had seen Christ the Lord.
And he came (led) by the Spirit into the
Temple. And when His parents brought
in the Child Jesus, to do for Him accord-
ing to the custom of the Law, he also

ook Him into his arms,and blessed God.”

And he broke forth into that beautiful
“Nunc dimittis,” which Mother Church
has since made her own in the touching
service for the dying. The epilogue of
that “Nunec dimittis” was the firat sol-
emn intimation to Mary that she would
be the Mother of Sorrows. “And Sim-
eon blessed them, and said to Mary His
Mother : Behold, this Child is set for the
fall and for the resurrection of many in
Israel, and-for a sign which will be con-
tradicted. And thy own soul a sword
shall pierce, that ‘out of many hearts
thoughts may be revealed.”

Another figurein this beautiful scene
was that of the aged Prophetess Anna,
who, “at the same hour coming in, con-
fessed to the Lord [i. e., acknowledged
His Divinity] and spoke of Him to all
that looked for the redemption of Israel.”
In the Menoiogy of the Greek Church
nnder the date of February the 3d, it is
narrated that Simeon and Anna there
and then gave up the ghost.

Some critics hold that Simeon was a
priest, and he is represented as such in
ancient pictures; but the more common
opinion is that he was a simple layman.
St. Luke says nothing about the priest-
hood of holy Simeon, though he is strict-
ly precise n saying that Anna was a
prophetess.

This much about theLaw, and its ob-
gervance by Mary and Joseph. A few
words about the blessing of the candles
(whence Candlemas), and the procession
practised by the Church-on this day;
they will also introduce us to the origin
and history of the feast.

The author of the Catechism of Mon.
tepesole says that the lighted candles
are borne by the faithful in the proces-
sion and during a certain part of the
Mass of this day, to show that they feel
the gladness of Simeon when he took the
Child Jesus into his arms, and predicted
that He would be the light of the Gen-
tiles, and the glory of Israel. The pro-
cession, observes the same author, sig:
nifies the journey of Mary up to the
Temple. Baronius, in his Notes on the
Martyrology (Feb.'2) says that Pope
Gelasius L, - instituted the Feast of the
Purification towards the close of the 5th-
century. The idea of the festivity was
suggested to him as an offset against the
obscene “Lupercalian” games, which,
were instituted by Evander, and which
took place in the month of February,
Later, when the pestilence raged in Con-
stantinople, during the reign of the Em-
peror Justinian, the celebration of the
Feast of the Purification was introduced
into the East. )

Pope Bendict XIV., the greatest
ecclesiastical critic and investigator that
ever sat in the Chair cf Peter, asserts.
that the procession of the Feaat of the
Purification, supposed by manv to have
been added to the ritual of celebration
by Pope Sergius, dates much farther
back than the 7th century. He observes
that the celebration of the Feast, as now
observed with procession and torches
could not literally be derived from the
“ Lupercalia,” because in those games
neither torches nor candles were used.

Pope Innocent I$L,in a sermon on
the Purification, says that the Christians
dedicated to  the Mother of God that
/rite of the pagans which they practised
in honer of  the Goddess Ceres, and
which consisted in & nocturnal proces-
sion with torches around the cone of
Mount Etna, typical of a search for Pro-
serpine, who was stolen by Plato. But.
with all respect for the authority (it is
not & matter of faith) of Pope Innocent IT1
and Baronius; BenedictX 1 V- subscribes
to the opiniou that the procession of
the Purification takes its origin from the
“Ambutbalia” of ancient Rome,

The “Amburbalia” were ~asscrifice
celebrated by the Romans in honor of
the iufernal gods. When - they had
conquered the whole world they imposed
a tribute upon the conquered, which

was to be paid every five years- Having

received this tribute, they paraded the
Eternal City, carrying in their hands
lighted torches, which were supposed
to be particularly acceptable to the in-
fernal gods, who were the potent allies
of the- Roman armies.” This was done
in the month of February, Ildephonsus
a writer of the Tth, century, says:

“Which custom the Chrisiian religion | g,

properly and piously changed; for in the
same month—to wit, on this day-—mn

honor of the Holy Mother and ever-Vir- | Ge

Mary, not only the clergy but all the
people go around the churches, carrying
torches, and sirging divers hymns.”

Benedict XIV. concludes: “And 80, a8
we do not detract from Gelasius the
praise due him for having abolished the
“Luperealia,” though we denied that he
substituted the Festivity of the Purifi-
cation for the same ; and though we do
not give to Sergius the praise of having
subrogated the procession for “Ambur-
balia” still we will not deprive him of
the glopy ot baving arranged the 'pro-
cession in good form, and having order-
ed that on this day, and on other feasts
of the Blessed Virgin, g procession be
made from the Church of St. Adrian (n
Rome) to the Liberian Basilica of St.
Mary Major.” The “Liber Pontificalis'’
says: He (Sergius) ordained that on the
days of the Annunciation, the Nativity,
and the Falling Asleep (the Assumption)
of the Holy Mother of God and ever:
Virgin Mary,and of St. Simeon, which
the Greeks call Hypapant the litany (the
procession) should leave St. Adrian’s
and that the people should go to St.
Mary's.” B

Two brief cansiderations in conclusion
First: The stupendously magnificent
ritual of thé Catholic Church is not a
compilation of pagan ceremonies; and
though many usages of the Church have
a sort of parallel in and can be traced
to pagan rites, yet they do not bear the
relation of effect to them as to their
cause, but a3 a subsequence, 80 to speak,
sanctified and purified, traceable to an
occasion. Hence, the Feast of the
Pur:fication, as celebrated with lights
and proceseions, though dating from the
“Amburbalia,” is neither the effect nor
the continuance of the same, The ‘“Am-
burtalia” were the occasional cause, but
not the primeval and efficient cause,
This last was Mother Church, to whom
all power is given in heaven and upon
earth; and of this power it was but a
trifling mite to sanctify and divert to a
holy purpose, founded upon the truth,
that which was once .dédicated to un-
holy purposesi which rested upon error.

And the second coneideration is this:
On the day of the Purification began in
earnest, by anlicipation, the sorrows of
Mary. The uttering of that fell proph.
ecy in her hearing was in itself & sword
of grief; “Behold, this Child is set for
the fall and for the resurrection of many
in Jsrael, and for a sign which shall be
contradicted. And thy own soul a
sword shall pierce, that out of many

hearts thoughts may be revealed.”—. The
Ave Maria.
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ST. BONIFAGE GOLLECE

The College of St, Boniface, incorporated
by an Act of Parliament, and affiliated: to
the University of Manitoba,1s, since the 19th
of August, , directed by the Fathers of the
ety of Jesus, under the high patronage of
His Grace the Archbishop of 8t. Boniface.

Its course of studies comprises the Greek
Latin, French and English languages and
literature; History, Arithmetic, Algebra,
ometry, higher Mathematics, .mentul
Philosophy, Natural Sclences and Theology.
Although chiefly intended to prepare young
men for the study of the liberal professions
and divinity, it is also calculated to fit them
for commercial pursuits. Itslarge and s
cious grounds, secluded from the city, offers
all the advantag
80 near the cities of 8t. Boniface and Winni-
Peg as to secure all the advantages of a town
residence.

he College can accommodate a hundred
students, of whom eighty may be boarders.
The terms have been made as, easy as pos-
sible. $13 a month for boarding, and $3a
wonth for those who take their meals intown
and sleep in the college, beside a small ad-
ditional fee. for a few dormitory articles, of
$2 a year; the whole to be paid half yearly in

vance.

' he uniform consists o1 # troc& coat, with
trousers, necktie and felt hat, all black.
Each student is to be sufficiently provided
with other articles ot clothing.

The discipline of the College. strict in point
of morality, 18, as far as possible, paternal in
character.

The scholastic year opens on the third
Wednesday of August and ends about the
20th of June.

871. BONIFACE, AUGUST 28TH, 1885,

PUBLIC NOTIGE

Legislamre of Manitoba.

RULES RELATING TO NOTICES FOR
PRIVATE BILLS.

) —

48. No petition for any Private Blllsis re-
cetved by the House after the first five days
of the session. .

60. All applications for Private Bills pro-

rly the subject of legislation by the ]f.egis-
ative of Assembly of Manitoba within the
purview of ““The British North America Aet,
1867,” whether forthe erection of a bridge,
the making of a rallroad, turnpike Toad or
telegraph iine; the construction or improve
provenient of & harbor, canal, lock, dam, or
slide, or other like work; the granting ofa
right of ferry; the incorporation of any par-
ticular trade or calling, or of any joint stock
compahy;or otherwise sor granting to any
individual or individuals, any exclusive or
particular rights or privileges whatever, or
or doing any matter or thing, which inv its
operation would gﬂ’ect the rights and pro-
perty of other parties, or relate to any par-
ticular clase of the community; or for mak-
ing any amendment of a like nature to any
rormer act; shall reqtiire a notice, clearly and
distinetly specifying the nature and object
of the application and where the application
refers 10 any proposed work, indicating gen-
erally the location of the worh, and signed
by or on behalf of the applicants, such notice
to be, during four weehs, between the close
of the next preceeding session, and the time
of the consideration of she petivion, publish-
ed in every {ssue of the *‘Manitoba Gazetie’
and in two other newspapers as aforesaid
(one in English and one in French) and
with n one weeh from the appearance of
such nouoce in the “Manitoba Gazetie,” 3
copy of said Bill, with the sum of one hun-
dred dollars for each ten pages or fraction
thereof, shall be placed by the applicants in
the hands of the Clerh of the House, whose
duty it shall be to get the said Bill printed
forthwith. .

5I. Before any petition praying for leave
to bring in a Private Bill for the erection of
a toll bridge is received by the House, the
person or persons intendivg to petition for
such bill shall, upon giving the notice pre-
scribed by the preceding rule, also, at the
same time, and in the,same manner, give
notiee of the rates which they intend to ask,
the extent of the privilege, the height of the
arches, the intervals between the abutments
or glers for the passsage of raits and vessels,
and mentioning also whether they intand to
ereoct & a draw bridge‘or not, and dimensions

of the same. : )
. C. As BADLEIR,
Clerk of the Legislative Assemly of Manitoba
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MAIL CONTRACT.

SEALED TENDERS, addressed to the
Postmaster General will be received at
Ottawa until noon, on Friday 19th of
Februa‘ry, 1886, for the conveyance of
Her Majesty’s’ Mails, on a proposed
Contract for four years, fortnightly, each
way, between Fort Alexander and Pe-
guis, from the 1st of April next.

The conveyance to be made on foot,
on horseback, or in a suitable vehicle.

The Mails to leave Fort Alexander ev-
ery alternate Monday morning and ar-
rive at Peguis on the tollowing Tuesday
evening.  Leave Poguis the following
Wednesday, and every alternate Wed~
nesday thereafter and arrive at Fort Al-
exander on the evening of the next day
(Thurgday), or if more suitable for per-
sons tendering: '

Leaving Peguis every alternate Mon-
day morning and arrive at Fort Aiexan-
der on Tuesday evening. Leaving Fort
Alexa:nder on the following Thursday
morning and arrive at Peguis on Friday
evening, .

Printed noticzs containing further in-
formation as to conditions of proposed
Contract may be seen and blank forms
of Tender may be obtained at the Post
Offices of Fort Alexander, Peguts, Dyne-
vor, and Selkirk, and at this office. "

' W. W. McLeod,
Post Office Inspector.
Post Office Inspector’s uffice, ‘
Winnipeg, 8th Jan., 1886. }

RADIGER & Co.

IMPORTERS OF

WINES, LIQUORS & CIGARS

. 477 MAIN ‘STREET.
A special stock for the hqlidav trade at
low prices.

PHELAN BROS,,

FRUIT.& CONFEGTIONERY

BOOKS, PERIODICALS,
STATIONERY, TOXS
40 MAIN STREET

MOORE'S CHINA

o8 of acountry site& and are |

Corner Notre Dame & Ellen Sts.,
WINNIPEG.

A. Anderson,

weeDEALER IN——

Groceries,
PROVISIONS, CANNED GOODS,ETC

Butter and Eggs a Specialty.

22 Our Morro: Small profits and guick
returns. Free Delivery.

ST. BONIFACE ACADEMY

CONDUCTED BY THE SISTERS OF
CHARITY. ‘

This Institution, under the distingnished
patrouage ot His GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF
ST.BONIFACE, is conducted by 8isters of Char-
ity. The latter would respectfully direct the
attention of parents and friends of educa-
tion in general to the condition of well-being
and comfort in which they begin this scho- .
lastic year The new edifice, situated a few
steps from the old one, 18 equal to any es-
tablishment of the kind in Canada or else»
where. S;;acious apartments, well Hghted
and ventilated; comfortable class-rooms;
vast dormitory; bath rooms: water-works:
the most improved system of heating, and
perfect security against fire; gardens and
play-grounds, laid out in the mest salubrioun
and agreeable sjtes; such are some of the

rincpal advantages afforded by the uew
gulldln . The course of studies followed by
the puplls, under the direction of His GRACE
THE ARCHBISHOP TACHE, oom%rehendi Té=
ligious instruction, the usual branches of
English ane French education, pleasing arts
and domestic economy. It has received the
approbation of most competent authorities,
Difference of religion is no obstacle 1o ad-
mission, but external compliance with the
rules is required from ail. The 8t. Boniface
Academéecount.s thirty-seven years o- exise
tence, ports of conduct and progress o
each puplil will be sent occasionally to her
parents and guardians. .

TErRMS—Entrance fee (once for all), $5.00.
Board and Tuition, per. month, $10.00. (A
deduction is made when twoof more of the
same family are sent) Music and use oy
Piano, per. month, $3.00. Drawing, per
month,1,00. Bed and beddiag, permonth
$1.00, Washing, per month, $2.50. Payments
to be made every two monthsinadvance.

Puplis e¢rming from other institutions
must furnish certificates of good conduct
from the establlshment they left,

Eyery pupil should be provided with sufii-
clent underclothing, a plain toilet case, a
lable knife and fork, spoons and goblet, six
table napkins and a napkin ring,

The uniform, strictly obligatory, is a black
merino dress, and. a mantilla of the same
color, a straw hat trimmed in blue for sum- -
mer, and & white hood for winter, a white
veil of plain net. Parents are invited to in
quire at the Institution for certain particu-
lars before preparing the uniform.  When
dexired it can be furnished in the establish-
ment, as also artictes for tollet, drawing and
fancy work, but payment in advance is re-
quired. School books and stationery are
tfurnished at current prices. Other books
an Jetters are subjeet to the inspection of
the Directress. No deduction for pu{)ﬂﬂ
withdrawing before the end of the two
monthly term, unless in case of sieckness or
for other cogent reasons. PPupils receive
visits of their parents, near reiatives and
suardians. on Sunday, between the hours sk

ivine service and after Vesgfrs, unt{l 5: 3¢
and on Thursday'from ! to 5:30 p.m. No oth s
visitors are admitted unless thev are recom-
mended by parents or guardians,

. MeEOVERY,

| DEALER IN

FOREICY, DOMESTIC FROITS

Y

- Oysters, Confectionery, Cigars.,&c;

B )

.

MAIN STREET.

LL!

— AND-| -

. SILVER BAZAAR

ST Carad Depot B Praits Celobrated Astrel Of 3

+- Delivered Free to Auy Part of the City.
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ARLOR LAMPS!
PARLOR LAMPS !

.\ NEW ELECTRIC LAMPS)

NEW ELiorers Liw

LAY EST STOCK OF PLATED WARE IN THE G
sarSuitable for Wedding {Presents.wy

Rodgers Guaranteed Quality Knives,]| Farks,} Spoons, Hotei

and Bar Glassware alSpeocialty.

==TELEPHONE COMMUNJCATION!

ALL GOODS AT MODERATE PRICES !

——e O

WEHEHOLESALE AND RETAIX.

Retail Department, 430 !aln St,

MOORE & (0,

Wholesals Warshouss, 30 Albert §¢

'PROPRIETORS.,




