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,\Muicipal Letternient, iii one forni or anlother
&uai old nstory nei the United Siates, 1 dou fot

tae 11) te) acicoaint spasilodlie local cases oif
rebe1li in of trie taxp>ayers8 against dishboniet
aduîutisn.ration. llouest outiiursts of this kind
bave hi aut effect, but onily teniporary, aud
local, Nllny yasgo it was sei thet tiie
root of the, evil Liy ii the stln it tindler wieh
a dishotest adinistraltioni niot onily was
possible, but wad inlducedi anit fosteleit by xii.
loose and unbusiless fike mIethoda1- of the. oid,
and now disciedited forio of civil gvîneî
Organlized effort to bot ter the sys'telut was iLle
in IS76, when ini New York 'itate a comission
wa3 appoiuittd, of whioii WV. MN. vatwas
chairian, to dieise a planl for tii. better
goverunient oif ciiis in the, State. The. report
ui te conmission givesý, as tiie chief causes of
the evils wbicii were mittvd ta) exist, inicoin-
petent and unfs.ithfal govmrinig buards ani
officers, and tue in1Trodu-ction oif e;tate and
natiotial po)litica inito municipal affaiis
Ainon)t the remnedies proposid werc

(es1i)gThfelegîslative powiers of
mniiuiipalities iu Iwo bdea board of
alderiiien electeit by ardiuary suffriage, anid a
boar-i of finance elected by voteras wiio hait for
two yuars paîd a cer tain tex or rent, tusi bilaii
to bave prauti, ally eXClusive conti ai of taxation
and ex peniditu re.

<ý2> Ant extension of the. geniermit control and
appaintxng.power of the . mayor.

1lie stete legislature took no action on the
reporr, sait tii. wurk ai the Commission hit no
irnmeitiate result. lu 182 however, the citly
of Brooîklyn oitailied a newcehmirter, einbad(yiuig
soins of the. provisins recamîniiendut tiy the
state Commission. Onui of the inost important
and novel featrires of tits clirter, the. te-ui't of
treating the. City as a busLines corporation,
reeber than a politic il eiîy,, was the c othing
the mnayor witii extensive p,,wers coupleit withl
oorrespolitîing obligntions. ululer tuis Charlter
the. execîttive of the City is represenm4d by th e
inayor andt heaits oi itepartimOnts, soit the.
legislative by a c,îutcil (if 19 miemibers, the
population of tic City beinig thern about 750,000
Appo)intients 0if executive beads of depart-
monts were made by tiie niayor, absolutely,
aîid Without irecel of cofrain by tite
council, and the lieaits of deprunents appoint-
eit thon' snhardiniates, so that the priniciple of
dfinied respoiusubilitv rait throughi the. whole
acharnes. Tie. niayor wats respo suIbe for tiie
goid governlinet of the u ity, andt tiie charter
equippeitflint with the, power to itischarge tihe
trust,

This Brooklyn Charter was fouri to work 'oweli that it has been taken as a model by many
towns and cities iu varions states,

A I4AIOnAýl, NIcIPAL, LEAGUE.
Organiixei effort towards municipal reforni

front the. bation, extenlding over states
titrolighont tiie union, rVslt(eit in the f.îrmatLion
of tii. National MunIlicipatl League, lu
Philadoîphia in 1892.

Tl'ie. ojeCtn ol titis league are thns Eut ont iu
its constitution :

(1) To illuitiply t ii nmbers, harmonize tiie
inethads and comnbine the forces i ail wiio
realize tint, if is only by uini itid action ani
arganix ,tion that gaait cîtizens eaui secure ii.
adoption of gocit laws, aud tii, select ion of good
men of trainiei abifity and proveit integrity
for ali unicipalpstisprvuxhsccs
of inicampeteit, or corrupt canididaites for
Public office.

(2) To prooine thse thorough investiwation
and dlscu,son of tii. coinditions and details of
civic admintitration, and of the nmethods for
selecting sud appoiting officiais iu American
cities, ani of Lawo and ordinances re1ating to
sui subjects.

(3) Ta provide for suchi meetinigs and
conferences, andt for tiie preparation andt
circulation of snch aditrelises andi other
litei'ature as may seuî lukely ta advanc, the.
cause of gocit mdvie governlient.",

lut 1897 titis organisationr iait afluliatied wltii
it 100 municipal chlbs or asso;(ciationis represent.
iu'g citle, in ilost of tie. states of the. union,
and so far liv-e iieutings bave begn beldi at

Minnapola, Cevelnd, aîrimore, Louisville
suit ninpls The. proceeDugm af thues.
mleetings have been putbhahledc by tiie Leagnie
tner tiie titi, of "ocein f tiie National
Conference for ootCiLy Governmeïuit ani of
Lie National Muiciipal Lso.

Tii. p opse f the. lesigue are furtiior
shortIy it itLd in iili.e idns a'ldress Lit the
fie. Ânig in 18961, as iolfowNs

-4O) course, %whleu any on. observes ant evil,
espiq-jally a political evil, somle sort oif rellteity
geull1y anlggests itse1f, buit for tie inloat part
tbese rerieedi re usuallyN ineffectual, beecauise
they% are luit aedon Leesiv e infor mation, or
upo;n tire resulis of discussion niinvsiain
iitill less are Lhey baýedit poi tlic. frilis of
actuLlni xeine Tiiey thie efore, usnally
feul, and it i. our c vctiontit it ii flot wiseo
ta adopi lit ant ealriy period in ur. linovenlient,
or recomimenit partiular hunes of action, nior
uintil WC eaul freine saine which sihahl b.
fnrt,tid with theý tenc-hisga of -expeienice andt
by ilis. lessons wbi,,Ii w. cmî derîve froul.
dia nasion and ivsfain'

The caiilier provcedingi, following te plan
thuLs olitlinefi, coit lniz]-ely of anl academlic
dliscussioni, in carefuhly prepared papera and
ciriticýns (if trient, coeigA vkkrety of
mnunicipal proibleilis. For insitnce, lu the vear
18!1G, tiii followving papers wer. read : " A

yer'vork for Municipal ltefotr," by C. R.
Woduf, a nmemlber of tii. Peurs vvania

Legislatuire, mied S(,,,retary of the Leaguie. l')
Papers givinig accounits of rtei municipal
coniditionis af varions cities ; 4 papersj out
.Municipal Owniersip of Streen, 1>ailw-ays and
MLunicipal Franchises ; 1 on State Btoards af
Contrai ; i au uf niaif Mu.itiuipal Coulncils ;

2nu single or Doulle Cbiainîbs in MNuiceipal
Counciils ; 1 on stioulli Mulnicipal Legisîntors
Rýeceive a 1aay on Tl'ii. Necessity for

Excudi'g oliiîsfronii Muinicipal BuLsiness;
and 1 an] Chi('ititn Cilixenshîp Leagnu,

On.f feature is prnoinntlt in altiost ail the
papers anid discussions tbant la, the. practical
way in Nhicit ail the. subjeets are approneheit.
Anl ont-af-joint condition ai thinga in municipal
mattera la generaliy acceptoit as al fact, ani the
best pracical rlnedy la sought. Theo memibers
of tii eîe dlo not oplpeatr ta) be faiddists or

hobb-ridra; tii bewt is aimiei at in ail
thinga; exýiating Conditions iii polîtica, tii.
civil Service, etc., are not igriored, but are
treatuel as ftctorts lui tii. probleiu tint mat be
recekoneil with.

At tiie conference in 1897, Witii a view ta
gising a praeticîl shApe to, ti of.ka previonis
yesrs, a comimitteel of 10 vas appointeit ta
report a municipal programme, and tii. report
of this commitrte 18 foundit l tie pracetdings of

119.Tire voris of tiie Leangue, nuit af the
municipal reforin ioveineut of the past 20
\Cars. ilay be sait ta bc, sumitl up in this
repjort, sudit l the. ,odel iuity char-ter, wiiuci
füons part of it. Tiie viole volume of tii.
pro(cedingS (if 1898 te report, charter,
papers rend by mniemberac ai tiie coiitte
explaLiiugiL certain p;ortions of tii. coinmit.ee'
work, anit discussions titrongiiout, foini a most
intere8ting anti instructive coâtribution ta tiie
prablonii of City (3overtnment.

Ilu the. eailier yonrs tiiere bled beau mucli dis-
cuission on th. question of Home R Ile for Citieil,
i. e. giving eacii City power, witin certain
limita of fnaining its own charter and fornt of
governmutut, anui the pasi ton soit power of the.
umlayNor as bee.d af the City, and tiere are
throuighaut two clearly delineit sete of opinions,
ansc tinat gacit gavenaiment is ncot 80 mutcit a
questio.. of metitai or monais. anit tintt, given
the righit men un contrai, thi. oin of Charter la
of littie conauquence ; andt tiie othdr thnt, as it
la alutost imiposubl!e always to elect a gocit
colneil. a plan biaouletLi bc jîvised ta uteet tiie
eau' ingeMc. af an occasioaally inicomnpetent or
dlownnright bait colini l. Tii. plan oi central-
ixlng poiier la tise execuitive la reconoitedin
tii, N ew Yers, State Comitnasaf's report, ndi

is afea-turýo ftiie.city of Biraoklyn Chiarter, ai
88,anit the secrietai y cf the national leagne,

in mioving the appointinent cf the. committee of
tell, treating the. saine subject, sait :-11 Wle

a ail agrute thera shoulit b. centralixation of
power in iie init of the executive, Whio shoulit
b., clotheit% itih adequate responsibulityV. TIh is bas
beau tii. 1tnift o! the Charters for 3 or 4 yearu',

By the. way of dgesoitsnratin anote
tiiat tii. plant of - City gaveicm-nit"' by Comn-
mission bas been successfully trîeit at Hemiliton
Ohio. 1 give twa short extracta front the pro-
ceedings of 1898, showing muniiicipal condition
there.

lion. J. J. M1cMackiu, Hamiltan, Ohio, in an
aditre a anys ; - 1 viii giva you a littie itory
of the city ai Hamilton. Hamilton lsasituateit
on the river in a very beautiful valley, ani s
a population oi twenty five tiionsaid. It la a
mianuinctaning City. Under tii od systeiii w.
hait thet ranmle troubllle in Or City governînent.
tbnt y ou are having aIl over. WVe had a conueil
ni a badnit aterworks trustees, a bonard
ai gas trustees, a honnit for tbe lihbrary, a boarit
(if Iealth, a Street colliia4-on, anit I dnn't
koiow iiow niany otiana WVo iiscoveroit an.
tliiiag, anit t1int ia, tint ltaos. aficers wbo ver.
elected st large, anich As tlie olticers of thei gam
anit waterworka, weore ali n ys of a higlier grade
and e better clasa cf moen tien tics. electeit by
vardsarnit districts. Foar yenrs ago wve start-
ed lu oni a new charter, ani we workeit until
last yaar, when vo geL iL tiirough tise legis-
latunie. Hlow long viii it Stand ? I suppose
tise yard heelera, andt other interesteit parties
vite are againat iL Wili have iL repealeit at the.
next, legisînature. T'ie lBiil was iintroducedit l
1894. b ut IL faileit to pass bocanse we hall
incorporateit lu that, the. board of oducation,
ani the people wero touciy about tint. Lait
vinter we elininateit tint part, ani nov the.
cîty governient stands this way ; w. have
vipei out every bari except tiie band of
edurcation. We have five men, the first serv-
ing for oue yenr, Lie next two, the noext three,
iiie next four, soit tiie next 11ve, ani efter tint
each niai ill be electoit ta serve for five years.
Encit nin is n director of a itepartment, eamch
menmben is palid n salnry of fifteen hupdred
dollars. H.e gives n b)ond for iîwety-five
thousanit dollars, ani l is.blli strletiy
nccuntable for the honoat ani efficient working
ai is depatuient.

Sinco the. hoanit as been in existence we
roceiveit billa for asphait pavement. Under the
couneil thebllds rangeit front $2.45 ta 82.65.
Wheun tbe bani came in, ani w. recriveit our
bita, Oie sigitest wns $li8and the. lawest was
$l.74, whlcis cite of the bidtera sait vas a groat
conmplment Lo tii. honnit! W. wanteit to
purchase n street aweeper, andi an agent came
ta 'te boaan nutolt us h. woulit oeil it for
Peffl. lie vasl toit tint ho muait tinienstanit
Oint if ha sot is sweeper to thte city, tint ha
volitd geL every cont of Oie mnony calleit fur in
is order, tint ha dit not have ta treat, a
msenier ta a cigar or a glass cf beer. He salit
tisat unuder those circumaitauices w. canlit have
the swa.pen for- $400. 1 akeit hlmn why lio
droppeit ta $400. He lookeit at mie ami srait,
-irt la no use uiy teiling yafu, but we mais. up
aur mics wlten w. go itito a municipaiity to
pny a couincil for their influence. We don't
bribe them, we pay therri a cçnimision, andit I
mual front 8150, ta $200" W. aitvertisait fon
a aveepor. ani titis malles bill vas $475. W.
rewinteit bun of hua promise, anxd sait vo

volmgvohl 3'50. He, acc'eptait thnt, soit
ver. so, ny w. offeneit hlm se lunch. Tii. city
cwnis its ovu waterwonka, gas plant, andit It
own electrie lighta andi seWer8.

The. City o aimxiiton made the. figimi for
oveIny munlicipality in the, United States on tise
question ef a mnuuimipaities nigit ta builit anit
operate gas Mworks, aithougi tiser. may b.
atuothen eampany witiin the coîrpa'e limita.
W.e fouiglt thiet question in overy court int he
State, andi up to tte 'Supreme Court cf the
Uijutemd States, and wan la every Court. Tise
aid company's contreet vas $2 per cubie
thousnii ta eltizens, vith n penalty cf twentY-


