
i 909-Building Operations-1 910T-r I-l ND OF 1909 brouglit ta a close Caîiada's
Ibiggest building year; the beginning of 1910
usiiers inu what promises ta be a period of stili

greater activity anîd d1evelopmienit. Ncthing more fully
.reflects the miarvelous growth of the country, iîor fore-
tells wiha more assuring (Iegree the wvonderful expan-
sion %viicli will takec place ini thîe next twelve nmontlis,
than thie remarkably souind ilanne-r hi %vhich the seasan
closed. Operations, ini aIl sections were vigorously prose-
cuted tiP to the final day, and the existing force of activi-
ty carried inta the new~ year with anl inicreaisiuig miomen-
tumn %vijch leaves no dou.bt as ta the prospîects for 1910.
Thle lasses, wviich occur-recl in Decenîier. Nvitb twvo ex-
ceptions, affccted only such places as hiad ex'perienced
nninterrupted, progress tlîroughiout the year. and camie
mare as a relaxation following the heavy pressure af thse
preceding mion-ths, andl a teml)ora.ry let up pre.paratory
ta resuiming operations witlî renew'ed energy, than as any
unfavorable indication.

OfficiaI returils as stvbiiiitted ta CONsrRucrîaN fronm
tliîrty cities located *u in very p)rovince andl section of the
Dominiion records a granîd total for permnits issued,
ailountinig ta $68.606,821 for thîe past tweîve miouîtli.s, as
against. $42.577,439 for the entire year af 1908. thus
registerinig an av'crag-ega-in farthec year of a.pproximiately
60 per cent.. or a praportionate increase ini the volume
af %wOrk undertalsen nearly two-thirds againi as great as

that carried out in the precediuig twvelve malnths. This
average cari be accepted as being repeesefltatîvq af the
geîîeral strides mlade tlîroughaotit the couîntry, as nîany
aities wvhose exact figures are still tmknown and lience
not tahnlated prospered ta an equal or greater degree ini
p)roportioni ta tliei.r population, tlian sanie af the places
wliicli are includein l the list.

1lalifax and Ediuionton wvere the oilly two cities wlîicli
failed ta, s'urpass thieir figures for the previauis ycar, the
loss ini either place being 24 per cent. aid, 16 per cent. ini
order namled. Aside fraîî tiese places. the year wvas
onîe af camiplete, ascendeîicy an cvery hand, and a
tritunplial miarch fromi coast ta coast. Tlie bigges ini-
crease îîotcd is in thie case of Saskatoo4î, wliich recorded
ail overwhvlilming gain of 767 lper cent.-, Feruiie takes
secondI liouiôrs with an advance of 449 per cenit.. and
Letîîbridge lanîds in thie t-hird, position by overreacliing
the previaus vear's figures ta the extent af 246 per cent.
Tliese figtures serve as a reflex of thîe West as a wlhIoe,
and %v'hile the propartiolîate increase in ail cases is jiot
Sa îiîarked, thîe restults in gencral arc, te say the Ieast,
gratifying ta the extreic.

In Manitoba, Wiîîipleg loouîîs upl witi ani increase of
67 per cent., Brandon a gain of 19 amil Partage la Prairie
witlî ane af 62 per cenit-. wîile in Saslatcluetanti Reglia
antî.Maasc jaw's respective adlvainces of 56 and 157 per
cent., togetlier \vith. Saskatoaui's *figures previausiY nien-
ticiiecî, indicate tlîat thîe O nwar(l moveuiieut %vas M'ide-
sprea(I througliout that province. Wilnipeg's amauotnt of
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