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IcKsol;E:ERENCE LIBRARY FOR TORONTO, MESSRS.
D GREGG AND A. H. CHAPMAN, ASSOCIATED
The o -‘\.RCHITECTS, TORONTO.
brieﬂy\la lem in a library with reading rooms is,
perpetua“rge and undisturbed areas which can be
Staff op aty overlooked without requiring a special
.pr°blem .tendfmts for the purpose. The key to the
1S ap ent’ in this case where there are two such areas,
Outey an l'?llnCe near the corner. The entrance is at the
a angt: between the two reading rooms, and the
Nk adesk is in the 'inner angle. Thus the
Omg Whilel:- able tO' supervise the entrance and both
e 2 ischarging their ordinary duties.
fhe li rzu_bhc come in contact with the attendants, Of
g the ;la_‘" or the board room, at the point of enter-
a ux.ldmg’ and need not enter the reading rooms
§ e,.::t],tll they have done all business requiring
"4lion and are prepared to take a seat and read.
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_th un olfs are brought in by the rear entrance at
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* in;lentered in the accession books and labelled.
ark ip ery next receives them to stamp the library
o pe chgmd upon the back. Then they g0 upstairs
8es 5 ecked again and receive the blind stamp on
the boo;:d plates. Finally, in the cataloguing room,
eg S are classified, catalogued and marked with
1l elt: Number.
e st:.t:ll(s :akes place in little groups of rooms between
SCessar foom and the public rooms. It is not even
to ak y 0_" the cataloguers to go outside the barrier
Wil eecthe": additions to the card catalogue. This
e P\llledo?tamed in double ended drawers which can
e iné.rln to thf? cataloguing room or out to the
b wiiy ;’}:)m as is required. ol
8uish;,, us be seen that this plan has the distin-
of trg 8 mark ot a good working plan—that the lines
frop, thc do not cross one another. It would appear
thi rese plan before us that there is one exception in
SPeciy) Pect. The rooms in the basement set apart for
pl‘ivate Stu'_dy have no approach shown but by the
ight.st'a"' from the delivery room. This, which
hae |0 itself be a matter for little objection, would

®in
h the basement the greater disadvantage that

there is a quiet way out close at hand. In execution
all this is being changed. The first part of the stair to
the men’s lavotory is being enlarged so as to be an
o the study rooms. These will then be cut

approach t
o have no other means

off from the lower hall so as t
of access but by this stair. Thus all persons using

the study rooms must, (like other readers), pass the

delivery desk in coming and going.
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STACK ROOM

UPPER PAR'T OF
MAIN REFERENCE READING FOOM

PLAN OF UpPPER FLOOR.

A reference library is essentially a place for work

and the floating population of a circulating library,and
the magazine and newspaper readers, are well kept
outside of any access to it. The circulating library is
a mere branch, and, with the periodical and children’s
tables, is kept apart in the basement, with an entrance
of its own from the street, and with no communication
with the rest of the building except that there is a
private door for the attendants, connecting the circu-
Jating library with the attendants’ quarters.

The newspaper room which occupies part of the St.
George street wing is not a room for exposing current
newspapers, but the place where files of old news-
papers are preserved for reference. These, which take

their place as historical documents along with maps,

drawings, engravings, etc.,
valuable records of a country. For the safety of these

documents from fire the main dependence is upon the
site chosen, away from the crowded part of the city,
now-a-days known as the ““fire zone”. The building
itself will have little combustible material in its con-
struction. In a conflagration it might suffer, but apart
from that—being apart that is to say, from the region
where such a thing might happen—it is expected to be
safe in this respect,

The stack room is made as fireproof as possible; with
a protected roof, wire-glass windows, metal fittings
and a single entrance with a fireproof door. Its
sheltered position is also a great advantage.

On the outside we have a facade which has a full
measure of the dignity which is the merit of the Renais-
It has also, of course, the classical character-
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sance.



