
TUE NEW DOMINION MONTIILY.

" Fie, Geordie, mon, it's nae the puir tbis tale would r s, tat thoso who

beastie's faut," said Robie, l its naething enter tîtrc are responsiblo for Ile evil eon

but a eahbale-leaf ie was findin' whilst "quenees Io fhemseivez, and also would

you sleepit; an' its aye mair harmless it furtier îînpress tipon I thIir

naybe, Ihan wvhat's found in somte o' yon sibility to avoid custome, -v1îet1îer ii tle

places ;" and Robie glanced signifieantly at course of their business or otherwise, whieh

Ie taverns and saloons around, for lie per-

eeived that il vas not fatigue alone whieh

had made George's sleep so heavy.
(eorge looked conscious. "' I was very

elilly loike, and 'twas only one glass a chap
toîok,' lie began ; but, just then, eustomers

arriving, the attention of both the young

gardeners was withdrawn fron the painful

sunbjoet.
It was only one glass, andi George ineant

it should be only one glass ; but, ere the day

was over, a faint feeling made him have

recourse to another. There were comfort-

able places -where he miglit have procured

a warm breakfast at a trilling eost more

but in the throng of business lie gave
that no thought, and the same ill-judged

reason whiel influenced him in taking his

stand at night in the market, that is, to save

time, led him also to recruit his failing

strength by the easiest ani clieapest manner.

l Robie, I was sonewliat faintish," he

renarked apologetically; " those chaps

drive a bodv to meak 'eself confortable

witli a drop o' summat. Dang it, it wadna

be badisht if them doors was naileti up.''

1 They '1l nae he nailed up till there are

nae mair fules to gang into them. The

door was ayont, an' you were here: it was

nae the door that came to you."

The lesson implied in Robie's remark

was lost upon George Harris, and he per-

sisted in a course that lias been ever a

temptation to those of lis calling, a temnpta-

tion which lias led many a clever and even

scientilic inan to his ruin. Habit is second

nature, and irregularity, whether in eating

or drinking, is destructive of health and

usefulness; and especially do taking strong
drinks by morning drams to keep ont the

cold, and treats at any moment, lead to that

fatal disease called drunkenness. The
taverh may stand open like the jaws of

death waiting for its victiins; but the moral

raise habitually the deire to enter the
inviting portals.

The beautifulsl sommer passed away, awtl
autun was succeeded by tle uisial Aretic
winter of Canada, to the east. Matters did
not improve -with George Iarris, andi the
stimulant had low to be taken to keep th l
cold out. Nor did his wifel make his hoime
more attractive, aidsoaffairsbtecane worse

and as his unhappiiiess incereased, so did
lis bitterneFs of feelinig towards Bonnie
Nellie.

Spring--fresi, delightful spriiig-at liast
superseded the weary.winiter ; and, oni a line
morning early in the season, Bonnie Nellie,

gay as a lark, and sweel as a iewly blown
rose, was lightly tripping lier way towards

the city. ler neat stuli dress dlid not impede

lier by its lengtlh ; a well-iade eloth jat-kýet
hung easily on lier, and no tawdry featier
or artificial flower disfigured lier pretty
small-brinimed straw-hat. On eaclh art
sie had a basket contaiiniîg the perfeetion
of butter and the fresiest of eggs, while
were strewed on the white cloths, bouquets
of spring flowers, the price of whielh was to

be lier own peculiar perquisite. Custoners,
she knew, would lie sure to le awaiting lier
at the market ; so she hastened lier steps, and

at the toll-gate met George Harris driving

home, and leading Robie MeKeltie's horse
and wagon. Slie turned pale, and asked il

any accident had happened. A sinister look

passed over George's face, and lie replied :
I What thee'll think vorse thani that,

my lass.''

Nellie felt faint and was uniablIe to

command lier voice to make further in-
quiries. George enjoyed lier distress, and
determined not to explain without being
asked, until observing that she could iot
speak, be exelaimed:

6 Tut, lass, 'e be only in the lock-up,
t'police do 'ave 'e fast."


