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night happen te the extent witb whicb we
could reasonably do il. 1It was under that sense
of duty tbat the Goverrnient acted. Hon. gen-
tlemnen opposite have made much of tbe fact,
tbat afier I>ariianient net, the Government
did not at once take Parliament mbt ils
confidence te a large ex-ent. In the Speech
from tlie Thirone the Government made a dis-
creet alluîsion to the fact ibat expendilure
wvould be called far under tbis head, and in
tAie debate upon tAie Address there was not a
single gentleman on tbe other side of the
Flouse. who at the lime took exception te tbe
expenditure wbich wouid be proposed in
pursuance of that paragraph of tAie Speech.
\Veil, Sir, matlers having comrnenced before
I>arliainent met in session, they went on.
TAie circumstances of tbe session were somie-
wiat exceptional. On tAie 25tb February ibis
resolulion was pl iced on tme records of tAie
Hlouse, but, Sir, when the Budget speech
wvas deiivered-and that was early in thie
seisinn-a rather fuil expianation was made
by myse!f as te the expenditure wbîch wouîd
be calied for under thie head of militia, and
bon. gentlemen opposite, wbo opposed thie
poiicy of the Government in other respects,
did flot take occasion at that lime to utter
one word of dissent against thie proposition
wvbîch I Pla*niy stated tbere witb regard t0
tAie expenditure for putting the mîlîtia mbt
-an adequate state, so far as arms were con-
cerned. Not only did they nlot take excep-
tion 10 i', sir, but gentleman aiter gentleman
on tbat side of the House, as weil as on our
side of the Hous-, expressed tbeir e.irnest
synipathiv with the effort which was outlined
tbere, and their sympalby with sucb an cx-
pendi:re witbin reasonable bounds. I re-
memnber expressions that were used te thie
effect that any expenditure within reason-
able grounds, te put the militia of thie coun-
try in a state of efficiency as far as arms
were concerned, would bave their sympatby
and Iheir co operat ion. More then iliat, sir,
wvhen afterwards a reso!ution of sympathy
wva- before tAis Flouse and was spoken t0
by hon. g-ntlemen on botb sîdes, in wbicb
thie idea of mutuai co-operalion in thie way
of defence was one of the strong elemenîs ;
gentlemen on the opposite sîde of thie Flouse
vied wiîbh gentlemen on tAis side, in express-
ing their sympathy, and in expressîng their
co-operalion with these endeavors on our
part t0 place ourselves in accord with what
seemed to be the perdls, and the exigencies,
atnd thie demands of that flime. So that from
the first up. so lon.,7 as Pailiarnent bas
been liere, thete has been no attempt on the
part of the Government to conceal irom P>ar-
liament thi it expendîtures were taking place,
and tbat these expenditures wouid be con-
sideî cd. Here we are ai the present tim?',
Aiavimig, because wve feit it was our duty in
file first place to intiate thie expenditure,
and Aiaving înformed l>arliament tbat such
expenditure was being carried on and that
a vote would be asked for, as I did most ex-
plicitiy in the Budget addiess, having donc

tawe are tînder these obligations. These
obligations ougbt te be met, and it rests wv,îb
this Parliament as te wheîher or not tbey
shali be met. ;ranted,îbhat bon, gentlemen
wbo oppose tbis takze as strong grouîad as i
Pns-;ible on the constitutional question, do
tbey take the responsibîiiy of refusing t0
pass a ineasure whicb will put us in a posi-
tion te fulil thie obligations which ai .hat
lime, every member of this H-ouse-certainly
the great majority-thought, were obliga-
tions, wbicb for tAie peace and security of
this country, ougbt to be taken, and ougbt
to be cheerfuliy met ? Sir, 1 tbînk this is
soniewhat of a comment upon that splendid

feeling which was evoked in Great Britain,
on account of the sentiment in Canada,
whicb was sO mnuch Iauded by prominent
men on the nîber side of the water, and
which raised Canada so bigb in their esti-
ination, as a colony of people whose in-
terests were so closely alied with ibose of
the Mother Country, that they tbrew their
lot in with the lot of Britain, and were will-
ing to make conimon cause with ber inthe
defence of a common country. It is raiber
an instructive, and 1 do not think an alto-
gether praiseworthy, comment upon tbat,
when a few weeks afîcrwards we are asked
to au horize the moncy to pay the expendi-
turc, t0 put our own troops into that state of
efficiency, tbat we shouid have so many
houri wasted, and se evident a disposition
flot to put thc Government inio a position to
carry out these obhigationF, and to dischargc
them for that purpose, which 1 btlieve at
that time no one in this House thought any-
thing ele of, than that it was a worthy
purpose.

i do nlot spcak thus in the way of finding
fauli. 1 want to state thc circumistances
such as lhey are, and i have sia cd tbem
frankly and clearly. What are you going to
do about it ? Make your strictures, if you
choose, if we have not done what we ought
t0 have donce, according to constitutional
practice. But here we are with th s con-
dition of ihings. Do you believe that our
militia should be well armcd ? If so, are you
going to grant the means to put them in a
proper condition of equipment which bo.h
sides of thc House acknowledge i bey require?
1 think wc ought 10 taire a sensible view of
th s matter, and at this bour of the s-ssion
make uD our minds whclher we are goîng ta
pass ihis measure or not. If we are no,, wve
cannot do it. I frankly admit that we are
in the bands of the Opposition, and 1 appeil
te the leader of the House, tbe leader of the
Oppo.ition, lu say wbethcr or not wc may
cxpcî to be met with co-oiperarion in tbis
measura, and bave it passed. If we see that
wc are not to be so met, we m.iy as wel
yic'd to thc inevîtabie, and pass t0 some
other order of business, on wbich we can
agree. Theie are several orders of great im-
portance as wcli as this one. It is only in
the inîerest of business and ihie rapid con-
duct of the business that 1 ask that we
should corne to a conclus on specdily. If this
is not to pass, let us corne to that conclusion,
anid we wili go on to some o ber order of
busýness, rainer than tire ourseives out and
retard the progrcsi we migbt otberwise
make. I wou d like t0 appeal lo my bon.
friend wbeîher or nlot we arc to b tve b;s co-
opera- ion in pissing the bill.

SIR RICIIARiI CAIk'rwRi(-iîrT-I do not
îhink the hon. meniber bas been perfectiy
fair in bis statement of tbis case. He cannot
vropcrly say that an hout and a hait or two
bours' discussion on a vote of $3,ooo,ooo
is a vety unreasonabie or a very unusuai
thing. But 1 would just rerail to bis atten-
tion thc fact 'bat on tbe 31st of January,
something ice forty days before this con- ract
was ac ually signed, tbe bon. gentleman was
requesîed by myseif to let us know wbat thc
(;overnment werc doing. and be refused to
do so. Now, under thie circumrstances 1
tbink the bon. gentleman-I toid b'm s0 at
the tinte-should bave complied witb niy re-
quest. He shouid bave siated in bis Budget
speech what he then well knew, what the re-
quirements were, and shouid have brought
down to us, promptiy, the actual contract, or
at lecist the information of wbatever was like-
ly to be required, and bad the discussion then
and tbere. That would have been fat more sat-

ifactory t0 the House, and wnuld h ive been
in accord incc witb constitutionai practice,
and with common sense and business habits,
and wou!d bave avoided ail tbis discussion.
I do not think tbe bon. gentleman bas any
right t0 say that my bon. friends bave, in
the least degree, refused to do wbatever
was reasonable for the purpose of supplying
a fair armament for our militia. That was
nlot their contention at ail. They know, and
we ali know, that tbey bad il in their power,
if tbey wisbed, to refuse it ; but that was
nlot tbeir contention. But I tbink even the
most de-ermined jingo would admit tbat
the Par;iament of a free country bas thie
right te know, at the cariiest possib'e mo-
ment, what amount of money thc Govern-
ment require, and wbat arrangements are
made ; and it is very much to be regretted
Ibat the hon, gentleman did nlot accept our
invitation at the time bc made bis Budget
statement. If he bad donc so, ail this
trouble wouid bave been avoidcd. The crîti-
cism bas been f îirly made, as was admîîted
by the Minister of justice, that a Govern-
ment b is no right to enter int contracts
wbiie I>arliament is sitting without consuit-
ing Pailiame-nt, or ait least letting I>arlia-
ment know wbat tbey arc doing, and that is
quite a different tbing from acting in an
emergency when Parliament is flot sitting.
That is ihe po' nt. There was nit difficulty
whatever in the way of the Gnvernment
taking Parliament into tbeir confidence and
obtaining i s full con Cnt and concurrence.
If tbere is any troub c now, il is simpiy due
te tbe unfortu laie reticence of the hon.
gentleman on thc 31st January, whicb 1
commented on at 'be lime. The House must
remember that I tried again and again, for
thie purpose of avoiding such complications
as bave now arisen, to wring out of tbe hon.
gentleman some statenient as to what the
Givernment wanted or proposed te do. It
is a mratter of great regret to me tbat tbey
did flot tell us. The hon. gentlemin must
bave known at the lime, or a cable to his
agent in Engiand would have obtaîncd tbe
information. 1 toid him at the limie that il
was a most oslrich.like proceeding-that
there was no need to be aiarmed at thie
effect on the nerves of thc Amerîcan people,
if that was wbat be feared, of tbe f îct tbat
Can-tda warîted te borrow tbree or four or
five millions f ir tbe purpose of arming the
Canadian militia. Ail this trouble ii due
to the unhappy disposition wbicb the Gov-
ernment bave sbown on different occasions
not 10 talte Parliament int tbeir confidence.
Ai tbrougb, for years, at the tim- of the
Budget statemnent, wben we ougbî te have
information et ail tbese matters, tbe Gov-
erfiment bave been keeping tbings at the
back of ibeir head-wbether in regard in
railway nr mîlitary subsidies it did not mal-
ter. Tbey wouid flot make a fair, frank and
honeAt statement at tbe lime wben the
tbing could be discussed. And wben ts
matter is laid over t0 thc iast days of the
session, and a discussion arises upon il, file
hon. gentleman makres il a question of lou
alty. Well, that is absurd. This side of th(:
House bas aiways been ready to granz wha,
i5 necessary f r the defence of the country:
but wben large sums of money are bei";.
voted, we require te know for wbat purpose;
they are te be expended ; and we bave rea
son enough to know that tbe Govcrnimeu
cannot W! entrusted with the expenditure ,
large sumns of money witbout constitution: 1
safeguards. New, sir, il is late in tue se
sion, 1 admit, and we cannot bave ibis ma*
ter di-;cussed as fuily as we would like, 1),
1 wish te point out that if any trouble hi


