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The ninetee,îth annual meeting of the Grand Trunk Rifle
Association wvas hield on Saturdav eveni ng lil11 inst. at the
G. T. R. reading roomis on Sebastopol street. After the sec-
retary's and treasurer's reports hiad been read and adopted,
it wvas cecided that the Association wvoulcl enter a teani in
the I eague matches this vear. 'lhle question of the advis-
ability of the P. Q. R. A. matches being held in lune instead
of in August ttheî came up and the feeling %vas unanimous in
favour of June. It %vas decided to hold the annual matches
on August icth, and that the openî match should be shot
with the Martini-Henri rifle.

The electioti of omeiers for the ensuing year then took
place and resulted as follows:---Honorary president, F. L.
Wanklyn, Grand Trunk works manager; president, James
Anthonv; vice-president, joseph Walton; secretary, joseph
Ward; treasurer, G. Lavers; committee, L. jehu, W. Collin-
son, A. Reid, J. Armstrong, D. Turnbull, junr.; trustees, J.
Farrer, J. Pitt and J. Laing; auditors, J. W. Marks and J.
.McDonald. Before the meeting adjourned a unanimous vote
of thanks was tendered to the many friends of the Associationî
who had so renerously contributed towards their funds.

At the parade of the Montreal Garrison Artillery on 2ist
April, Sergt. Drysdale, w~ho shot so well at the D. R. A.
matches last year--winning' the Governor-Generals prize and
a high place on this year's Bisley team--was presented witli
a niew~ Martini-Henri rifle, Weblev niake, and also a very
handsonme and valuable gold watchi. '[ie rifle wvas the gift
of L.ieut.-Col. Cole, the popular commander of the corps-
(lie watch wvas fromi soîîîe of Sergi. I)rysdale's rnany friends.
VVe trust Iibat tlie Martini will win himi many prizes at Bislev
tis summner.

A lecture on "'['lie organization of an army for war " was
reccntly read by Capt. Lydon, Royal Scots, before a large
attendlance of miembers of that corps. It wvas taken chiefly
trom a paper on the saine subject read by Major-General
Harrison, R. E., at theie ilitary Institute, Aldershot, and i>
an excellent epitonie of the subject. Capt. Lydon prefaced
bis paper i'. a few observations applicable specially to the
Canadian force, pointing out the necessity of liaving
arrangements so systema tized that an .\rmy Corps could be
Iormied liere readv in everv det.Lil for immnediate action iin
case of invasion or %var. le urged the necessitv of
a thorough reorganù'.ation of the rural corps, alleging that
the greater part of the money niow spent iin instruction at the
l)istrict camps was wasted, and advocating a permanent
Provincial camp ground and establishment whvere each corps
in that Province could attend for at least one week, and that
the rates of pav be materially raised as an equivalent to those
attending for the loss of their usual incon-e. Ini connection
wvith the rural corps lie mentioned a rather amusing instance
that came under bis own personal notice. He said:

" %I ws0on the staff ini camp a few years ago and aniongst
the oficers ini comminand of a comipany wvas one wvbo ra-nkeil
as a provisional lieutenant, and had bcen so for eighteen
years ; lie wvas then 82 years of age. H e told me that he:
was thinking of handing bis company over to bis son, w~ho
was a sergeant iin the compani), because, as lie saîd, the
allowance for care of <irms and instruction, tbougli small,
came iin very handy, and lie would like to keep it ini the
farnily. 1 asked him how lie kept the company~ stores. H-e
said he used a spare staîl in bis stable %vbiere lie stored ail
the arms, etc., etc., and occasionally, iin tie %%-inter, lie %vent
over the rifles to clean tlîen. 1 asked hinm wliat oil lie used.
H-e said wvhen lie came into camp lie always took a botule of
oil back from the allowance issued iii camp, but when the ohi
gave out he useci fat of pigs %%-len the%. killed, as the%- alwavs
did in the faîl."

XVe trust that this instance is an isolated on%:, otherwvise
the pruning knife cannot be too soon applied.

The lecturer considered bis suhject under the four lîeads
ti:

(t ) Enilistnîeîî t.
(2) liquipnîent.

()Training.
(4) The Formîationî of L'nits.
On the first of these points. tlhe variomîs regulations untd%:r

wvhicli a mani entered t he arnmv vere dealt %vit h. dejining long
and short service, the rrserves, and the militia. Thec success
of thle systenm of short service and reserve iii Europe during

tlhe past twenty years wvas pointed out, but attention was al-
so directed to the complicated and unsatisfact.ory nature of'
the plan or rather planîs now ini vogue iii the Britisli service.

Under the heading of Il: Equipmienit," the lecturer divided
the classes of equipnîient for wvar purposes inito Persojial,
Regimental, Itid General or Armiy. He poinied out the
difference betwveent the personal outflt necessarv in timie of
peace and tlîat tîlosi suited for active service, and the neces-
sity of providing for the latter contingeîîcy beimîg alvays he-
fore filie authorities. Thie liiiiit of weiglht w*iich a soldier cati
carry during a canîpaign, was stated as about 56 pounds for
a temperate climate and 48 for the tropics. The supply olf
food wvas tlieni discussec ini detail, and the pFesent regulations
explained. Arns and ainiunition, cloîlîiîg, boots, and the
variotis oulîer niecessaries of a mîan goiîîg on active service
wvere carefuIll considered, anîd sortie valuable hints given.
On the important subject of boots he sitid:

IIt hiardly needs stating tlîat soldiers should flot take mbt
wear a new~ pair of boots just when tlîey are conmmcncing the
work of' a campaigni, and yet uiîder file existing svstenm iii
our arnîy such must always inivariably be the case. If the
boots of tile soldier wvere mîade of really good sofi leather,
which %votilcl bear soleing several tinies, there %vould allwavs
be iii lus possession onîe pair at least wvhich coul be reliedI
on to take ln easilv and comnfortably throughi the first thiree
mionths of aliliost any camipaigni."

I. was strongly advocated thiat the w'bole w~ar~ kit shiotld
be ini possession of tie soldier aiid \vorni by inii at ali miarcli-
ing-order parades. Emnplasis was also given to thîe eces-
sity for a really good andi serviceable water-botî le loi file
Catiadiai troops, andi for ilie availahility of a portable en_-
trenching tool.

So nîuch for the lnfantry.
Tlhe nousited branch f' the serv'ice wastdeui considered.

'l'lie neces.sity of careful attention to the hiorse, and to tlhe
load lie is capable of carrving wih case, was stated. Special
muen tion wvas macle of tie new% pat tern of blanket t bat lins
beeil receîîtlv adopted for the protection of the horse it
iliibt.

After soine renîarks about tlîe equipmieint.anid uniformi of
ollicers on aictive se rvice, tlîe suhject of transport and trans-
port wagons and wbat should be packed ïn tlieni, was fullv
considered. 'lhle latter comprises food, ammiiunition, clotil-
in-, tools and miaterials for repairs. lents, niedîcal, signalling
and iiscel Iaieous stores. lileven wag onsr t'ventv-twvo
caris are giveîi as necessary lor tratisporting filie stores, etc.,
l'or ecdi iifaiitry battalioiî ( presumiahlv i,ooo strong.)

Under the lieacl of Tréiibzing the lecturer nmade sorte valui-
able renlarks as to tie îîecessîty for special attention to tlîis
wvork, proviîîg his viewvs b>' tlie recital of miaîy inîstances
frontî botlî ancielît aiîd modernî listory. He poiîîted out thlat
miilitarv trainîingiot oilv y 'as anl essemtial preparation for
suiccessfullv aging w~ar, but wvas also ait admirable factor ln
the physical and mental improv-emient of the youiî men of.
(lie nationi. Sonie bints on books of inistruction %vere then
giveii. On the question of pav, the verv senîsible suggestion
wvas miale tlîat there he tbrec classes for meniîniitile raiîks,
thie payVvarviîîg iin eaclh ; tliese would be for (i ) tlîe recruit,
(2) the 211(1 cass mîan, (3) the tborouglîly trait-ted soldier.

Thle coiîcluding portion of' the lecture wvas devoted to the
subJect of -'llie Formation of Uniits." '[le size of a nîili-
*-tary. unit siouîl, it %vas agreed, be limited to wliat cati bc
comnîiatded by onie mail. A plea %vas iiîade for tlhe imcrease
oif the Streîigtii of our ( I ulîerial ) infantry companies iii ex-
cess of the preseoit authoriseti streîîgtli of i25 nmen.

l conclusionI. lle lecturer drewv attenîtion to the ilecessît\*
of %ve ini Canada pavisig greater- attenîtioni to these important.
niatters of dletetîce, andc especiallv of the careful trainîing of'
out* VoLun-' îîeî lu fiime of peace, so îlîat tlîev may he
tlioro7tglily proficietit if the iîecessitv for w~ar shot'ld arise
anîd that everv proposed change 'ii our tiilitary systein
slîould be coîisidered as beariîîg on tlhe question, "'Flow %vill
thie proposed change affect Ille orgaiiz.atiotii(if the Aruîîy lfor
VVa r."

T~hîe biiiiial meeting anid tlîe distribution of prizes wonî
dutring the past season ifthte mîatches of tlîe Moutreal Rille
Association was lielit on Satt urda)v evenin g, 221id inst., ini the
ollicers' nîess-roouîî of the Victoria Rifles arnîorv. In itlîe
absence oil' tie jresidetît, Lieuit.-Col. Cole, first vîice-presi-
denît. occupied iiie chair. 'l'lie other niembers preseîîî were
I.ieut.-Col. Hood, \V. M. Anidrews, Capi.. Fiiîlassoii, Lieut.


