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THE NORTH-WEST RIFLE LEAGUE.

The North-West Ritle League, to which reference was
made in these columus a tew weeks ago. has been duly
organized, with My. T. W. Taylor as presidens; Mr. C. N
Mitchell treasurer, and Mr. K. Graburn secretary.
rules and regulations are as follows :—

Teams to be composed of five (5) members of any associa-
tion, and may be altogether militiamen or civilians, ov part-
ly composed of both.  Hach association may enter as many
teams as desived. Tt is not necessary to have the same wen
on the team each watch, but when a man once fives on a
team, he cannot fire on any other the same season.

The ranges will be at sich distances us may be determined
by the Executive.

Position at 200 yards, standing or kneeling ; aut all other
distances, 1n any position with head to target.

Rifles.—The Snider, long ov shdrt, and the Carbine.

The matches to be fired every alternate Suturday after-
noon (except the Sth September) durving the season, com-
mencing on Saturday the L6th May.

Each score sheet to show the detailed shooting of each com-
petitor, und to be vouched for by the signature ot the senior
officer or member of the association present throughout the
shooting, and to be forwarded to the secretary, Mr. K. Gra-
burn, Dominion Lands Oilice, Winnipeg.

The senior officer, or if no officer is present, then any one
who may be selected by the members present, will take
charge of the shooting; whose duty it will be to sce
that the rales ave carvied out and the conditions of the com-
petitions strictly enforeed. ‘e name of each member of a
teum to be handed in or made known to the Range Oflicer
before commencing fiving—aftter the first shot no change in
a team to be made.

The fee for entering each team for the whole series of
matches to be $5.00, payable in advance to the seervtary.

The full amount received for entrance fees (less current
expenses) 1o be expended in the purchase of such prizes (one
for every four tewmms entered) and to be awarded n order ot
merit to the highest aggregates of any five (5) of the fort-
nightly competitions. Teams representing Winnipey shall
only be eligible to win one teaw prize.

The D. . A. rules will govern in all cases not provided
for in the foregoiny.

The object of the League is especially for the purpose of
encouraging ritle shooting, and to foster a desire umongst the
younger shots to strive to obtain such proficiency as will
enable them o take vank as fivst-class shots,

The ofticers of the League shall consist of @ President,
Secretary and a Treasurer, who will also act as the Execu
tive of the League.

The

THE N. R A

The winter general mecting of the members of the
National Rifle Association was held on the 26th Febrauy
Briyadier-General Lovd Wantage, V.C., K.C.B., the Chan-
man of the Conncil, presiding, in the absence of the Duke
of Cambridge, President of the Association.  [n presenting
the report of the Council the Chairman spoke in the wost
hopetul terms of the prosprets ot the Associvion.  Having
completed four ycars’ service as Chairman be had placed
his resignation in the hands of the Couucil, and Lord
Waldegras ¢, « well-known vifle shot and officer in a promi-
nent Metropolitan volunteer corps, had consented to take
the position, He veterred to the two changes in  the
Secretaryship daving the year, fist Mv. Humphluy and then
Lieut.-Col. Mavsden  having been  compelled, owing to
private reusons, to vesign, and theiv successor being Col.
Mackinnon, the present Scevetury.  He announced an
increase in the target accoummodation and a gencral ins
provement in the grounds at Bislev.

Quartermaster Gratwicke very freely cviticised the posi-
tion of affairs as shown by the report, and questioned
whether there was any real economy in doing with the
partinl services of a secretary, when the whole time of such
an ofhcer might be profitably employed in endeavouring to
keep the Association before the public, and to induce sub-
scriptions. The annual subscriptions had steadily decreased
until in 1890 they were only £322 or £200 less than seven
vearr ago. He considered the expenses of management
were much too great. He pointed out that while the
Martini shots paid £3,000 a year iu excess of the Martini
prizes, the small-bore shots drew £150 more than they paid
—a discrimination against the service rifle which should
not continue. In conclusion he advocated a re-arrangement
of the programme, so that all the principal matches might
he tinished the first week, and the rest of the shooting dis-
posed of in three days of the second week.

Licut. Heath urged that the use of orthoptics should
still be allowed.  Sergt. Fulton also rose to speak in favour
of orthoptics, but was interrupted by the Chairwan, who
amidst applause stated that the Couuncil had resolved to
allow theiv use to be continued.

When the thme came for election of members to Lill vacan-
cies on the Council, the long-threatened storm broke. In
amendment to a wotion made on behalf of the Council to
elect Col. Villiers, Col. Bargrave Deane was proposed. A
spivited discussion followed, during which Sir Henry Hal-
ford stated that the Council would have to treat the vejec-
tion of their candidate as a vote of want of counfidence. A
show of hands beiug called for, 33 members declarved for Col.
Villiers and 27 for Col. Deane. A poll was then demanded
on b half of the latter.

Quartermaster Gratwicke was then proposed ag against
Lord Lathom, one of the members retiving in rotation, but
secking ve-election. Instead of Mr. Gratwicke (who 1is
Secretavy of the English Twenty), Major Thorburn (the
Captain of the Scottish Twenty) was proposed, the Council
scemingly accepting Major Thorburn ag a compromise. A
show of hands resulted in 34 votes for Mrv. Gratwicke, 27
for Lord Lathowm and 20 for Major Thorburn. A poll was
then dewmanded.  The result of both polls, in which every
member of the association has the right to cust a written
ballot, will be announced at an adjourned weeting to be
held us soon as possible.

Gleanings.

With the view of obviating the necessity for markers at
vifle rauges, and thus doing away with the elements of
danger, delay, and uncertainty, an Australian, Mr. A. T.
M. Jolmson, of Melbourne, has invented & new automatic
siwnalling target.  The face of the target cousists of vings
divided into a total of twenty-three separate moving pieces
or sections. the back of each section being attached to oblique
oscillating levers connected with a horizontal balancing bar.
When any of the sections ave struck the levers oscillate, and,
in se doing, raise the horizontal bar running horizontally
above it This latter, being forced np, releases a signalling
lever, in which is fixed a signalling disc, which instantly
appears in view.  Bach section of the target has a ditfever’
signalling disc, so that it is at once seen from the firing
point where the bullet hasstruck.  After vemaining in sight
for a few scconds, the lever with the disc turns to its
place, and the target is ready for the next shot. Theve are
also two attachmments which ¢ be fitted to the arget.
The first s ows the position of the shot by means of a ve-
cording iustrament placed at the fiving point and connected
up electrically wish the target ; the second is an arrange-
meut by which each shot is registered on a rvoll of paper
placed inside the target, and this roll can be compared with
the manual record at the end of tho practice.



