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-fection cf t[he abdominal lymiphatic
system and the portai arca.

From ail the animais wviich 1
Izilied, 1 was more fortunate thian rny
predecessors in gain ing a cliaracter-
istic micro-organism. This mnay have
been due to the fact that 1 em-rpioyed
a sornewhlat différent miethod or gain-
ing mny cultures. Instead of takirig
the media and inocuiatinig on the
spot, ail 1 employed was a series of
steriiized glass pipettes iii which 1
*coiiected relatively large amouints of
the jL.iices of tic various orgaris;
ascitic fluici, biood, etc., and then
when backc iii my temnporary labora-
tory, eithcr upon that or. the foilowing
day, I inoculatec imy media. By this
mneans, constantiy from the lymph
juice of the abdominal glands anci
from the liver juice or bile and more
rarel,' fromn other orgaris and fluids, I
obtained i eachi case growths of a
clîaracteristic micro-organiism; smaii,
polymorphous, at times appearing as
a dipiococcus and at otiiers as a dip-
lobacillus wiîich by its poiymorphous
cliaracter gave me a' considerabie
amount of trouble, until 1,ici.èud that
empioying the same broth tube, at
the end of twenty-four hours I ob-
tained tue one form, at the enid of
forty-eiglit, the other. 17urtheïr study
,showed me tlîat tlîis micro.organismi
wvas in reality a short bacillus with
polar staining, in this resembling, to
somne extent thé mnicro-organîsms of
hoemorrhagic septicem-mia in the lower
animais, but unlike them, possessing

_a slight capsule. I was able to growv
this upon ail the ordinary media of
the Jaboratoiý Into the character of
this micro-organism I will not here
further enter, beyond stating that I
fourid it pathogenic for rabýbits,
guine..-pigs and mice, rabbits dying
in fromf fifteen to thirty-five days,
guinea-pigs in from th'irty to thirty-
five on the average.

The characteristic features of this
-disease-the ascites w'ithout jaundice,
-the gastric and intestinal disturbance

.and the condition of the iiver-led
,me to seriousiy consider the points

of sirniilarity bettvecn tiîc course and
symptoms of these cases and those
prescrit in portai cimrhosis iii mari,
and tlioughi it ina>' scern a smnaii mat-
tel-, I %vas especially struc< by the
fact tiîat the .frst post-ilortem, whichi
I pcrformned uponi a case of atroplîic
cirrhosis ul)on îny returii fromn Nova
Scotia hi 1895, presented the sanie
gelatinious cedemna of tic inesenteries
and intestinal %valls whichi wats so
pronlit a feature iii the Pictoti
cattie disease.

Thus on and off for' the Iast tlire
years my attention lias beeni directed
towvard this possibii'y of discovering
bacteria in ordiriary progressive por-
tai cirriosis. Upon threce occasions
1 have tiîouglît that 1 have gainied
specific micr-o-oigaistxs. Tri tivo,
un forturiateiy, tlie growvtl becam c
containated ivith the colon bacillus,
and as this occurreci on tue eve of
my vacation I %vas unable to con-
,tinue thr. search further. In tlîe
tlîird. ivhiichi occurred a littie over a
mom1th agu, thc growth wvas very
sliglît, and aithougli pure, it lîad
apparently died out on tue flfth clay
and I wvas unable to gain aîîy furtiier
cultures, if iridced vhîa- 1 saw wvas
any thingy beyomîd the frequent pres-
ence of diplococci aleeady cxisting in
this liver juice at the tirne of extrac-
tion.

The difflculty tlîat hias pursued me
in this search lias been that wvhich
lias prevented me from pubiisiîing s0
far any extensive report of my studies
upon the 1'ictou cattle disease, name-
ly, the extraordinary difficulty in
stainincr the micro*organism in flic
tissues. 1, have tried a very great
number of' methods, and while with
many 1 have been able to recognize
the bacteria, the resuits obtained have
beeri so. inconstant that J have feit
that others followinà me might very
possibly *have negative resuits: thus
1 have been unwillil1g to- mfake any
fuil statement until I should be able
to state ciearly howv to be able -to
recognize the micro-organism. Whiie
this mnicro-organism stains deply- it
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