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Most of the State -Boards to the south of ns define the practice
of medicine, and when we turn to these definitions we are re-minded of a saying attributed to John ilunter, viz., " Definitions
are the most damnable things."

These definitions of the St-ate -Boards range from about twohines to nearly a page in length. One of the mýost concise is thatof Alabama: "Any person who treats or offers to treat diseasesof human beings by agny system whatsoever is considered to bepractising inedicine,." Many of the states recognize three sehoolsof medicine, viz., flcgilar, bomeopathie and ecleetie. So far asI arn aware the tcrm " allopafli" is not used in1 connection withany of the state reguiations. Nearly ail of the states have exemp-tions'of varions kinds. In som-e of them, midwive.q are exempted.The question of Christiqn scientists, clairvoyants, psyehic andfaith bealers of dlifferent kinds is a very diffci'lt ýone to deal withby law. As a ruie they do not demand legal recognition. Ailthey a9sk for is to be ]et alone. With the exception of Christianscience not many people rel 'y to a-ny great exten- on these means,and most people wben they resort to them are probably aware theyare taking chances. In some of the states these mental healersare exempted from the provisions of the Medical Act. Tn someothers it is specifloally stated that theïv are not exempt.
Probably the people we are most interested in at the presenttimýe are ýthe osteopaflis and ehiropractors. 'With regard to thelatter, up týo a year ago «Kansas wa-s the only State to give theman-y legal s tatns, and in this State, althýough thec Governor per-mnitted the bill to become law, if did not receive his signature.As to osteopathby, T quote thc following extrac-s from an articleacarin-' in the Journal of Ih Alrerica cdcl;lscaino

Maréh 29ith, 1913--
Týhe classification of states naturally divides tbem into:(1) Twent,'y states having laws authorizing a separate osteo-pathic board.
(2) Eleven sta tes having laws adding an osteopath to thec mcmi-hership of existing boards.
(3) Nine states with laws authorizing the existing board toexamine and register osteopaths as such.
(4) Seven states having, no specifie reguilations on the subjeet.Regarding flie legal status of osteopathy in fthc courts, inflfteen States it has beon declared cither by stafutory enactmcn-or judicial decision to bie the prai-ice of medicine, whilc intwenty-one Sta tes it lias been dec7ared flot -to lie the practice ofMnedicine.


