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personal conviction that adequate reasons for this
‘Pelief have ncver been put before the world from
the Protestant point of view. That it was held by
the early Fathers and the early Church appears to
us net to be an argument, but merely- & way of ac-
counting for the origin of the bolief historically;
not to speak of the danger and in some cases the
imposaibility of yielding our judgment to such su-
thorities, since the most ancient that we could quote
as witnesses to the Canon were also betievers in the
distinctive tenets'of Romanism, as well a8 in maglc,
dreams, demoniacal possessien, the heathen myth-
oiogy, the early return of Christ * * * St. Au-
gustire declared that he should not fee] himself
called upon to believe in the Bible, unless the
Chureh had bidden him to do so.—p. 9.

The Revlewer is of opinion that amongst
Prolestants soon, very soon, except by & few
illiterate persons, and old women, the belief in
the inspiration and infallibility of the Bible
will be rejected. Indeed the main Protestant
argument against the infallibility of the Pope
is a two edged weapen, and cuts away all ra-
tional grounds fer believing in the infallibility
of the writers to whom we owe what are called

the Cospels. Infallibility is essentially and
oxclusively a Divine attribute, which it is blas-
phemous to attribute to a creature since the
latter is thereby made cqual to God ; this is
the argument against atiributing infallibility

Friday, 14—XHoly Shroud.
Saturday, 15—O0f the Feria.
Surday, 16—Third in Lent.
Mondny, 17—8t. Datrick, B. C.
Tuesday, 1S—St. Gabriel, Arch,
Wednesday, 19—St. Joseph, C.
Fhuradny, 20—0T the Feria,

NEWS OF THE WEEK..

Reports as to the fuiling health of M. Thiers
are in oirculation, but lack confirmation. The
man is however well advanced in years, and his
death in the presont unscttled state of French
pelities, would no doubt be a great disaster.
The French Government having given to Ger-
many a gurraniee for the payment of the bal-
ance due on the war indemnity, the evacuation
of French torritory has it is said been com-
mensed and will zoon be accomplished.

Tn Spain everything remains in a state of
political chaes. With the cxeeption of the
Carlists, there secins to be no party with a
well defined programme, or means for putting
one in exccution. The Carlists hold their
own; but do net seem to be gaining wueh
ground, The ex-Kiog Amadeus had arrived
i Italy, ond had been well received.

Wa have a roport, by tologram, of 2 reply
made by the Sovereign Pontiff to an address
presented to him on the Sth inst. “ Reconci-
liation with the Italian (evernment’—so the
Holy Father is reported to have said—* was
-~ jmpossible. God would punisk the invadarsef
his dominiens. * * He bad the utmest
confidence in the ultimate triumph of the
€hurch.”

The legislature of the Provinee of Ontario
has, on the motien of the Provincial Ministry,
rejected a Bill for incorporating the Orange-
men, on the grounds that Orangeism is & poli-
tical institution. 'The brothers are, it i3 said,
very indignant at this, but ky their action in
this matter the Ontario Miniatry have estab-
lished a cluim on, we do not say the Catholic
populatien, but en all who love fair plsy, and
value the pesce of the country. We ask no
proseripsien of Orangemen, amongst whom we
are willing to believe that, when out of the
Purple, and when their regalin are doffed, are
to be found numbers of cxcellent gontlemen,
who, individually, would never desire to injure
orinsult their Catholic follow-citizens, But
Orapgeism is a politico-religious institution,
and as such should not in any manner be re-
cognised by, or receive efficial sanction from, a
Governinent whieh professes to held the bulance
of justice even, and to give equul rights to ail
its loyal subjects, amopyst whem there are
nene who pray more fervently, God Save the
Queen than do her, Catholic subjeots.

THE WESTVINSTER REVIEW—January, 1873.
Leonard Scott Publishing Co., New York.
Messrs. Dawson' Bros,, Montreal,

It is as the exponent of Protestant thought,
and of Protestant intellectual progress that the
Westininster #eview i3 chiefly valuable.—
Whither Prosestantism is tending, and what of
progress iv is making and has made, can no
where be so well studied as in the pages of
that very able, and intensely Protestant period-
ionl. The contents of the current number are
as follows:—1. Sophokles ; 2. Puarliamentary
Eloguence; 3. The Decline of the Q1d French
Monarchy ; 4. Religion as a Subject of Na-
tional Fducation; 5. The Republicans of the
Commonwealth; 6. The '‘Christian Kvidence
Society; 7. The Gladstone Administration; 8.
Contemporary Literature.

To the gencral roader the very able article
on the political and social condition of France
in the eighteenth century will be the most in-
teresting; on the other hand, to the Protestant
that on Choistian Evidence will be the most
sugzestive. The Protestant Reviewer has the
temerity to call upon his brother Protestants
to assign any valid rcason for théir professed
belief in the Canon, and inspiration of Serip-
ture, a challenge, which will not be taken up
in a hurry we may be sure; ous whiech has

\

i
sult is pointed eut by the Reriewer -—

dexy is mote mapidly ernmbling away than this"—the
imapiration and infallibility of the Bible—" which has
hitherto been its foundation steme.”—p. 92.

Fleurangs, by Mrs., Craven, and which the
Revicwer contrasts wish an evangelical Protest-
ant tale, © Margaret,” by a biss Fraser Tytler.
Here are the terms in which the Protestant
Raviewer speaks of these two works, which are
vespectively, good exponeunts of the two reli-
gious systoms :—

Margaret 13 a didactic story.
cultured Catholicizm, and in the ether raw Protest-
audizm, leaven and inferm the stories. In Fleur-
aiye there is not a word of confroversy, whilst Mar-
garet bristles with religious urguments. In short
Flewrangs is spivitual, Margaret ¢ goody. And in
reading the two tales—in apite of our natural lean-
ing to Protestantism, in spite of all the noble ser-
vices which it has rendercd to humanity—we find
ourselves almost echoing the famous raying, that
Romanism is the only religion fit for the artist and
the poet.
term ¢ dangerous’ in the seuse in which theelogians
use it, we should say thaé Fleurange s n most dan-
gerous ook, Miss Fraser Tytlers novel, although
the heroine so easily and so triumphantly over-
throws Materialism, is by no moans dangerous.,

ing. No orc with the slightest sense will Lc con-
vinced by the defeats of such a scare crow as Miss
Frager Tyiler tries to frighten us with, On the

to the Pope, But it is cqually forcible against
attributing infallibility to the men who wrote
the several works of which the New Testament
is made up; since these men alse were enly
croatures ; and since the attributing ef infalli.

By attributing
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This is ebvious to the dull-
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{fore, s9em a fitting titme to provide for the establish-

nfallibility of the New Testament. The re.

« It is certain that mo part of the fiubric of ortho-
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4 Mrs, Craven's Fleurange like Miss Fraser Tytler'’s
But in the one case

t
If we could persuade ourselves to use the

it

will make no converts to Protestantism worth hav- | t

other hand Fleurange is sure to muke many prose-
Iytes. ‘L'he unobtrusive picty, the real devotion, the
wide charity, the culture, which shine out on every
prege, gradually win us to the writer's faith, If these
are the results of Catholicism, thea it is a religion
which is worth something, the reader will sny. And
many a one dissatisfied with the coldness of Pro-
testantism, the apathy of its ¢ prefessors’ foranything
but its emoluments, the bitter and harren squabbles
abont the merest trifles, will read Flewrange with a
delight and a rapture which they in vain seek for in
our professedly orthodox novels—p. 152.

In short the differeace betwixt the one work
and the ether is just as the difference betwixt
the Coaventicle and the Church; Margaret
fuirly represents the first named ; Flewrangs
gives nu idea of the second, an idea only—but
still how beautiful, how ravishing is this iden
even to onc-who is but a stranger to her beau-
ties. YWhat then wmust she be to those who
have found her—who have seen her-—and to
whem it has been granted to behold her hea-
venly loveliness?  Of her we may say as the

hymn says of Jesus:— _
# Quam pius es petentibus,
“ Quam bonus te quierentibus,
t Sed quid invenientibus!”
Vespers 2nd Sunday after the Epipkany.

MURDER.—A man pamed Joseph Benoit,
has boen arrested for the murder of his wife, a
young woman of about mineteen to whom he
has been married for only a fow months.—
Jealousy seems to have prompted him to the
perpetration of the foul crime,

Fhe Quebee electionvresulbed in the rotura

of M, Pelletier,

spects of the country appear so full ef promise, when

nations, and when so many indications are afforded
of the success with which Canada hersclfis con-

material resources. .

and to carry into efiect thelegislation of last Session,
I have caused n charter to be granted to a Gody of
Canadian capitalists for the construction of the
Pacific Railway.
given assurances that this grentwork will b: figerou-
. sly progecuted, and a favorablo state of the maney
bility to them would be the putting of them om | market inEnglandaffords every hope thatsutisfictory

o lovel with God—whieh is blasphemy. Of
course if it be replied that the Bible psnmen
were infallible, not of themselves, but solely in
virtue of the assistance of the Holy Ghest, the
Cathelic rejoins that this is preeisely what the
Church teaches with regard te the Pope, whe,
i infallible, is so only in virtue of the divine
assistance promised by Christ.
infallibility to the Pope as teacher of the
Church, the Catholie therefore mo more puts a
mwo on 2 level with Geod, than does the Fre-
testant, who predicates infallibility of the
writer of the work vulgarly knewn as the Gos-
pel of St. Luke,
ast intelligence ; nevertheless in their #mxiety
) discredit the teachings of the Church, and
to coavict her of error, Protestants eontinue to
urge an objeotion aguinst Papal infallibility
which if logically carried out, is fatal to the

arrangemsnts may be made for the required capital.
The papers and cerrcspondance relating to this sub-
ject will be lnid befere you.

wment nnd extension of our system of Canals, for
whieh approprintious were made last Session, have
beer in active preparation; and I am gladto inform
you that the plans specificitions for the enlargement
of the Wellnad end the eonstruction ofthe Baie
YVerte Canals have Leen completed, and that the
works can now be put uader eontract,

works at the beginning of next year,

at Lthe sanie period,

nre of sliccess, and that the numbers seeking @ home
in Canada have been aveatly augmented daring the
la
ample prevision for the steadily increasing stream
of settlers that may hereafter be annually expected

Deminion,

ment of & proper sysiem for the accurate collection
and scientific arrangement of statistical inforination,
1 commend this subject to your attention.

representation of the people im Parliament.

amendmnant of the Laws relating to Pilots, to Salvage
and to the Trinity Houscs of Montreal and Quebec,
as well asfor the imprevement of the Laws generally,
affecting our Merchant S8hipping. .

formed in the offices of the Becretary of State, and

with advantage to the public service.
subject will be luid before you.

you relating fo the Criminal Law, {0 Weigbls and
Mecasures, and to the amendment and comeolidation
of the Inspection Laws,

Glentlemen of the House of Conimans :—

past, and of the first six months of the present finan-
cial year, shall be laid before you without delay.
Yeu will be gratifted to lcam that the finances of
the Dominion are in a prosperons condition, and |

will be sufficient to mect all contemplatsd charges
u

regard to economy as is compatible with the efi-
ciency of the public service ; and 1 venture to hope

my Government will ask you to vote, can be grant-
ed without inconvenience to the peonle.
Honorable Glentlemen of the Senate, Gentlemen of 1¥

greatest imporiance,
your patriotism and wisdom that I commend tkem
to your conmsideration ; and I trust that n Gracious
Providence may guide yonr counsels in whatever
way may best promote the happiness of the pesple
of Canada, and the welfare of the Empire at large.

ness of the 4th inst., a pavagraph which, what-

nesday, the 5th inst,, by his Excellency Lord
Dufferin, Governor General, &s., &c. The
first business was to elect a Speaker ; and on
the propozal of Sir Jobn Macedenald, the Hon.
James Cookburn was unanimously chosen to
fill the pest, which he bad already during the
previous Panliament oooupied with eredit to him-
self, and advantage to the country.” On ﬂ.]e
same day the Hon. M. Ghauveau was sworn in
os Speaker of the Senate.

On Thursday, Gth iost., the Session was
formally inaugurated by the Speech from the
Throne, delivered by His Excellency the Gov-
erner Geperal :~— .

Honarable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

In addressing for the first time the Parliament o
Canada, I desire to express the satisfaction I feel in
resorting to your advice and assistance, as well as
my deep sedse of my ow R good fortune in being per-
mitied to associate myself with yeu in your labers
and aspirations for the wolfare of this Deminion,

I rejoice to think that my assmmption of office
should bava taken place ata peried when the pro-

perce and amify prevail amengst all neighboring

solldating her political unity and develeping her

In gccordance with the decision of Parliament,

The Cempany new formed has

During the past ycdr the snrveys for the improve-

The surveys for the 5t. Lawrence Canale will, T
m assured, be finished in time to commence the
This will ia-
re the eompletion of all these great undertakings

Itis gratitying to know that the efforts made to
neonrnge immigration have met with a great moas-

8t year. Ido net deabt your readiness to malke

o add to the population, wealth and strength of the

The cempilation of the first Census of the Dom-
vion appreaches completion, awd this would, there-

i
It ia important that provision should be made for
he conselidation and amendment of the Laws, now

n foree in the several Provinces, rolatiug to the
A mca-

Yonr atiention well be invited to nicasures for the

Experience has rbhown that the duties now per

ho fecrctary of the Proviaces, may be readjusted
A Bill on the

Among other measures, bills will be presented to

I have given directions that {he aceounts of the

hat there is no reason to doubt that the revenue

pou it.
The cstimates for the ensuing year, which will be
ubmitted to you, have been prepared with as much

hat vou will be of opinion that the supplics which.

Houze of Commons ;=

Many of the subjects T have enumerated are of the
It is with full cenfidence in

We find in the selcgd matter of the Tit-

ever the intention 6f the writer, is not very
complimentary either to Protestantism in gen-
eral, or the Fpiscopalian seet in parsicular,
The paragraph is to the effect that there has
been some trouble in a Catholic Chureh at St.
Paul; io ether words the Pope hug been weed-
ing his garden, and hag, as it is his habit to de,
thrown the noxious things over his Protestant
neighbor's wall.  Not being certain of the truth
of the facts parrated in the TFitmess, we sup-
press names, but give the substance of the
story—which is simply to this effect. That
one priest, easting his vows of chastity to the
wind, fell in love and cohabited with Lis buxom
housekeeper, whereupon he was degraded From
his office, and a3 a natural sequence was re-
oeived #s o minister of the Protestant Episco-
pal church; and then by a singular fatality
the successor of the degradsd priest frst men-
tioned, has gone the smme way, and is expected
also to join the same Episcopal church, We
wish our friends joy of their nworous converts,
victims as Sam Weller ‘would say of connu-
biality, Of such is the kingdom ‘of * *
Our readers can fill up the blunk for them-
selves, :

By

nble corpespondent of the Tauzs Witsess has been
discussing in your columns. That question is, as
to the acquaintance of Luther with the Bible during
that portion of his life when he was yet faithful to
bis vows of chustity ; and as to whether it be true
that his revolt against the Church, was the result of
violent animal lusts, or to his stumbliug across a
copy of the Bible after he had been many years a
monk ?

The article to which I refer you,and from which I
quote is to be found in the May number of Blackwood,
1853, in which the Protestant writer assigns kis ob-
ject to be to say “a few words shout our great Re-
forsner.” Here thep is what he says on the subject
of Luthers intimnto aequaintance with the Bible
whilst-vet & young menk :—

" Luther hus not becn without » Bible, This he
has read unremittingly. ¢It was bound'—be says,
recnlling it affectionately to memory—*in red mo-
rocco. [ made myself qo familiar with it that I
knew on what page, and in what place, every pas-
sage steod.’ Next in influence on his mind te this
Bible, and Dr. Stanpitz, were the works of St. Au-
gustine, which occupied him the third and last year
he spent in the monnstery of Erfurt,

" From Erfurt hie proceeds te Witterderg. He is
full of biblical, scholastic, and patristic learning. =
* * He has read the Scriptures again and agaiv,
ke has conversed with the evangelical Staupits, he
has edited a treatise of 8t. Augustine. Have pa.
tience! Our Luther is still the monk at heart, and,
for his soul’s sake, must make a pilgrimage to Rome."”

D, 542,

You will thus see, Sir, that 1.; 3+ ewn shewing
Luther was intimately acamiiates --ith the Bible
for many years before his-xeveit, . .1 whilst still at
heart & monk and Papist. - Still the silly, old we-
man's story about * Luther aad the Bible” will be re-
peated by knaves,and bolieved by fools till the
crack of deom,

Yours, respectfinlly,
Onssrvax,

CazpoLicITy IN THE UNITED STATES:—

The bold and fearless adveeacy of tha rights of
the Chureh by His Lordsbip theBishop of Cleve-
land, Ohie, has crcated seme little stir amongss
the good folks in the Unised States. In his
Lenten Pastoral His Lordship asserts the su-
premacy of the Chuarch, condemns State-
Schoelism, discountenances mixed marriages,
cxhorts Gatholics to insist upen their rights as
citizens, closes the doors of the churches against
all socicties not comnected with the Church,
and unaccompanied by a priegt—and prohibity
the administratien by laies of ecclesiastical pro-
perty, of which the maragement is to be made
over to the Bishop.

We are serry to be oblige to-retract the good

opinion which upon fulse inforn:atien,we express-
€d in our last-of Governer Dix. It seems that he
has consented to remit the punishment of hang-

ng in the easeof the murderer Foster, in whose

caze there is not onc mitigating cireumstanoe,
te justify or palliate, this settiag aside aside of’
the law,
umphs in New York, and that-ali rasealdem is

Can we wonder- that refianiam tri-

In its Book Notises the Westminster .R‘W‘-"" rure for this purpose, and one for the trial of Con- | jubilant? ©h ! the henest men of the Unitod
has = very flattering notice of a Cathelic uovel :;s::artt;‘:inﬁlecmans, will be submitted for your con- States may say—Oh for one hour of such a

ruler as that good Pope Sixtvs the Fifth |

We have te return thanks %o the Revd. M.

Laconbe for a copy of his very ingenious
“ Fehelle S.maptique de la Ilsligion Cutho-
lizue” intended for the use of the Indians of
the far North West amengst whom he labors
as u missionary.
to bring befere the eyes of the untutored sav-
age in w sensible muauer the chief verities of
the Christian religion, and their mutual rela-
tions to one ansther,
the Rev. Pere Oblats, the Grey Nunnery, and
MM. Beauchemin and Valois, Librarians;

The ebject of this Krlelly i

Copies may be had at

price, 15 ceats.

PEN1rESTIAY.—In an editorizl potice of

Dr. Murshall’s lust work, &y Clerieal Fiiends,

the Cathoiic Review expresses the opinien that
in so fur s Catholics are concerned, its peru-
sal is hardly fitted for Lent, “so exauisite is
the enjoyment which its deen satire secures.”
The Revicwer thinks however that for the rame
reason, Asglicans mighs read it dusing Leat
“im a spirit of mortifieasion” and as ealculated

to arouse within them she very desizable senti-
ments of humiliation and contrition.

OrpiNATIONS.—(On Saturday morning of
last weck, in the Cathedval, Mgr. Pinsonneault,
Bishop of Birtha, eemferred the Holy Order of
Priesthood on the RR. MM. Bourke, Lare-
cholie, and Labis; and Mivor Qrders om M.
Betanger, Director of the Dicaf and Dumb
Asylom,

OrpiNaATIONS.—On Sunday, 2nd inst., Iis
Tordship the Bishop of St. Hyacinthe con-
ferred the Hely Order of Priesthood on the
Rev. MM. R. E. Casgrain,and C. F. Rourque,
both of the Archdiccess of Quebee.

There is a rumor, we hope unfounded, that
the Marquis of Lorne, and his wife, H. R. H,
the Princess Louise, have separuted on aecount
of incompatibility of temper,

In Manitoba they have just passed a School
Bill on the Denominationul pattern.  Provisien
is made for Catholic and Protestant schools,
alike.

The Hoo. Mr. McKenzie will, it is said, be
leader of the Opposition in the House of Cam-
mons, ‘

The Qutario legislature has passod a measure
incorporating the Christian Brothers,

upon the same feoting as
Protestants of the Provin
placed with respect to the C

that on whicy the

ce of QHEBec are
atholic majorjgy

Tas Flnm :
twixt the Ministerialiats and th:nc(;;;:,:t? .
resulted in a victory for the formar ; the nulon
bers being 28 95 to 79 in a full house of 1;] A
members, the full complement bejng 200 !
The Ministerial majority was sixteen? -

—_——
YriTTES yur THE TRUR Wirness,

SHORT SERMONS FOR SINCERE S0ULg
No. XXVIIL. '
“THOU BHALT ROT mLy”

“Wo to tbat man by whom ac .

18) ¥ andal cometh —(Mat
Having seen tke enormity of i
from its own sature ; hnvingyv'iﬂw?:is?znt::, murder
its dist_ance from the christian precept of th,;?uy b
eur neighbour ;and lastly, having seon jtg ezmwe'”f
in its immense opposition to the command Lo etk
enemise, jt becomes our duty %o pass on t:etﬁl
greatest of all murders—scandm or the murqg fut
the soul, Ifhe who takes his brother's ij.?r o
murderer, he too 82 murderer, and the worst g; oy
derers, whe takes his brother's soul. Bat hey o
ask, can I take my brother's soul ? By leadin i B
into zortal sin. 3t is true, Christian goy] 1hgt b
sol!l of your Wrother cannot be stabbed bv7~:wa dthu
knifs; that itis beyond $hereach of bullet o;'(;f ?- o
But there isa swerd more mertal; a bul]elz :m'
dendly ; aApoison more nexious skil. The M\-o:lore
mortal sin glides Zarmlossly past musels and N
and hsm? in its deadly passage into the squl of ;em
and having entered therein, lets out not the fIa !'1n )
flecting worthless life of the bedy, but the et;gl£
m_valuable life of the moul. Christian foul | r:ll
crime of corporal murder isa terrible, a beiném b
hideous crime ; but t}e crime of spiritfml nmurgd r,a
the murder of the soul—is from its very nature : "
tegibleﬂn}oro heinons mere hideous stil]. mare

candal or spiritnal murder is, accerdi

Themas “ any wordfor daed even th’oughogr};;zw l:"S:
cal which affords te our neighbeur an eccasien 1:vf his.
spiritusl ruin” (2.2.g43a1) By “ werd or decd’
e must und_ersmnd not only every exterior action
or word which proveies to cvil, but also ever,
omission of snying ordoing which may lead ]m}y.
into sin, Under the oxpression “even equivealt g
inclu:ﬂed net only those wowds and acts whir;-h are
bad in th-meelves, as cursing and swearins or t"
lolding immedest conversation, but alse th‘(’)so :Lc;-
which unot absolutely eriminal in themselves sti{l’
have the appearance of being so, as fer instance the
frequenting the society of persors of ill-fme even
when no sin or danger of"ain arises; or the eating of
fiesh meat under alawrul dispensation in the pre-
sence of these who wouid not know of tlje dispen-
sation. Not only are you bound not to o or say
anything which is evil, dut you are bourd also ;xdt
to do er say anything that to your neighbour has
the appearance of evil. Itisan Apostls that com-
mands “ Abstain from evary appearance of evil” (!
Thess 5)
fcandal may be considered in two wavs, Fimt:
a8 :lo the scandalizer and second : as to the scandyl-
fred.
Scandal os to the scandalizer may {ake place
three wags. 1. When the scnndu]izﬁr doas hiﬂealﬁ
for the express purpose of damning his neigkbours
soul. This i soch a diabelical act; exo 2o fall of
devilish malice that it vould nppear as thougt a
human being could never be guilty of it. 2. Whea
the scandalizer dees his act not jndeed for the
express purpose of dumuing Lis aeighbour's soul,
bu.t in order to gratify kis own passiogs or to eb-
tain some temporal advantage, 3. When the scan-
dalizer docs any action sr says amy word which he
forcsees may be an occasiou of sin to his neighbour,
although he does not do them or say them expres-
sly for that purpose.

Scandal as to tlic Scanalized is also of two kinds,

1. Thut scandal whieh arises in  the soul
from its own weakmess. 2. Tha% scandal
which  arises frem the maliee and bad

heartedoess of him who receives ths scandal,
This last i3 called Pherisaical scandul becansnit
was $hat scandal which ghe Pharisees received from
the aetions of our divine Saviour, when he cat with
sinners, and when he conversed with women.

The scandal of the scandalizer is joined to the
gcandal of the scandalized, whenever the seandal-
izer's act leads the scandnlized into sim. Butit
spmctimes happens, that the scandalized refuses the
sin of the scandalizer  Does the scandilizer thereby
escape from sin? We tempted tosin it is true;
but they weuld not sin ;—what sin thercfore can we
hase committed? Alus! €hristian seul, do not
seck to excure yourself thus. It will avail veu no-
thing before the throne of God. Fer what sin have
you esaaped?  Your victim bas escaped death it is
irne; but you are uo iess a murderer in intention af
least, since you fired tixe shot with the knewledge tha
it was likely to kill. How then can you be aught
else but a murderer T You committed the act, you
acknowledge, which you knew was capable of pro-
ducing the spiritua? death of your brother's soul—
but lis strength of purpose—his love of God wasa
steel cuirass against which your weapon failed ; are .
you on thatfaccount lessa murderer offyour brother's
soul? It is your Dbrother'that has eseaped death;
not you.

As the law of Giod commands us to have a care
of our neighbeur’s life, so it requires of us that we
have also a care of our neighbeur's soul. This is
the law of Charity which arises fronr the command-
ment which ordains that wo love' our neighbour 25
oursclf, Hence wherever scandnl is given nad re-
ceived, the scandalizer sins against two precepts;
the precept forbidding the sin which causes the
scandal and the precept of charity, which forbids
the giving scandal. He who causes his neighbour
to Lluspheme—or to stenl—or to act contrary to
chastity, sins against the commandment of the de-
calague forbidding blasphemy, or stealing, or im-
purity, as the case may be, and also against the law
of charity commanding us te bhave a carc of our
nuighbour’s seul.  So also he who gives sinful advice
commits onc sin against charity and another sin
which draws its malice from the sin which he coun-
sels.  To praise for sins committed or to blame for

| sins omitted, are also so many senndals, because

they are incentives to commit those sins that are
praised.  But arc we guilty of scandal, when those
whom we scandalize nre already disposed to the
sins by which we senndalize them ? When we urge
a drunkard to drink or the lascivious to impure con-
versations are we still puilty of scandal ? I answier
yes; becuuse although they are habitually dispos
to thelr sin, the® are not at the time you tempifl
them supposed to be in the absolute act of tho sim,
It is a greater scandal, I admit, te scondalize God's
little ones, the innocant and pure of heart, but 0
scandnlize the habitual sinner is still a scandal.
Rat what is to be said of these, who withoubif-
tending to scandalize, still speak words or perfor
actions’ which they foresee will cnuse scandal to
their neighbour. I Ernswer thet they sin, Bn'd 1
found my answer on the Sacred Scripturc, WheD
8§t Paul Tnid down the law for the first Christians 48
to the cating of meats forbidden by the Jewlsh 1a®
bt which 1aw had been abrogated by the Christiok

dispensation, he yet forbade them to eat them n
prescace of those, who would think it sinful to.cﬂt




