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ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR,
Juxe—I1872,
Friday, 7—Sacred Heart of Jesus. :
Ssturdny, 8—St. Peter Celestine, I €. (May 19.)
. Sunday, 9—Third after Pentecost.
Monday, 10—St. Margaret, W. ]
Tuesday, 11—5t. Barnabas, Ap.
Wednesday, 12—S$t. John of Sun Facundo, C.
Thursday; 13—St. Anthony of Padua, G,

KEWS OF THE WEEE.

Up to the morning of the Srd inst., wo ar-
rangement betwixt the British aud the United
States Governments, had been completed. The
British Government stands out for amendments
to the supplementary article agreed to by the
Senate, and to these demands President Grant
refuses to accede; so that after all it is still
to he fearced that the Washington Treaty, from
which so much was expected, will prove a fail-
ure. The Geneva Tribunal is to meet on the
15th inst.; und unless an arrangement betwixt
the two countrics be speedily arrived at, nothing
can be done. The point now it lssue seems to
be this:—The British government prepared an
article to bo adopted by the T. States which
aimed at giving an explicit definition of the
term ®indirect claims;” thix definition the
Senate in its amended article supplementary,
leaves out, and hence the difliculty. In a fow

Premier whether should such an addition be
-proposed it would receive Ministerial support,
and having reoeived an answer in the affirmative
it—uwas moved and earried that the question of
tho constitutionality of the snid school law
should, if possible, be submitted to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council.”

This decision of the Dominion Parliament
removes the question of law from the troubled
arena of politics, to the calm,and more dignified
sphere of the Courts of Justice, and we therc-
fore deprecate the making of it, in any sense, 2
party or political question—a cheval de bataille
for cither [ns or Quts to bestride. On the
question of principle, or the iutrinsic merits
of the New Brunswick &chool law, the Domin-
jon Parliament bas, in accepting Mr. Colby's
amendment, and by a Jurge majority, expressed
its opinion, By a majority of 117 against 42
it has expressed its “regret”’ that thelaw as it
now stands is so unsatisfactory to the Catholies
of New Brunswiek ; and its “ hopes'’ that the
obnozious luw wmay be so modified at the next
session of the New Brunswick legislature as to
remove all czuscs of discontent-”

So fur then a great moral victory has been
won for the Catholic cause.

On the question of law, however, as scrious
doubts cxist amongst the ablest lawyers, on
both sides of the House—Ministerial and Op-
position, in the mind of Mr. Blake, us well us
in that of Sir John Macdorald, as to the strict
constitutionality of the legislation that the
House regrets, and hopes to see speedily modi-
fied—it has been determined—sinee a political
and legislative body is incompetent to deal
with questions of law—to invoke and accept
the deeision of the highest logal tribunal of the
British Empire. From this tribunal, removed
far above the storms of politics und of party,
breathing the pure invigorating atmospherc of
justice, we may confidently expect an unpre-
judiced decision ; not on the merits of the New
Brunswick school luw—Tfuor that question is not
submitted to it—but upon its constitutionality,
or harmony with the terms of the Confedera-
tion Act. Tor that legal decision we wait in
patience, and in strong hopes that it may prove
favorubls to our cause; and in the meantime
we must depreeate all attempts to make out of
it political capital, in the interests of either one
party, or the other.

This then is the actual position of the New

Liours, perhaps before we go to press, we shal]
learr that the Washington Treaty is at an end,

When we Ju-t wrote on the ~ulject, we ex-
pected that M. Chumveau’s proposed amend-
ment introduced during the New Brunswick
School Law debate would be emricd, and would
solve the very difficult problem with which the
Tederal Government has to deal. The result
has convinced us of error. M. Chauveau's
amendment came on for discussion on Wednes-
day, the 29th ult., and it wag at once evident
that, though supported by many of the usual
friends of the Ministry, by the Ministers them-
selves it would be opposed.  In this dilemma
Mr. Colby moved an amendwent to the fol-
lowing effect :—

¢Phat this House regrets that the School Act
recently passcd in New Brunswick, is unsatisfactory
to o portion of the people of New Brunswick, and,
hopes that it may be se modified ut the next session

of tlie Legislature of New Dranswick, as to remeove
ll causes of discontent that niny now exist”

Sir Johu Macdonudd, in the namc of his
colleagues signilicd his upproval of this amend-
ment, which, ufter some further discussion was
carried in livu of that proposed by Mons. Chau-
veaw, by a large mujority.

Mr. Blake then made a powerful speech on
the question, in which he expressed ¢ great
doubt and lesitation as to the true interpre-
tation of the law regulating the sehool law in
New Bruuswick; there wus great reason he
said in the conclusion arrived at by the Minis-
ter of Justice, but there were other considera”
tions which made him hesitate.” Mr. Blake
we belicve cnjoys a high reputation for his
legal knowledge, and he too seems to doubt
whether the late action of the lneal legislature
.of New Brunswick, be in violation of the letter
of the luw as contained m sect. 93 of the British
North Amcriea Act; but Tie alsa cxpressed his
regret at the action of the siid leyiskiure, from
which we couclude that he is of opinion thab
thercby the spirit, if not the letter, of the law
Aias been violated to the injury of the Catholie
minority of that I'rovince. Mr. Bluke there-
fore sugzested exactly what, sowe weeks ago,
the TrRuE WiTNEss venturcd to suggest as the
most obvious solution of the difficulty, viz.—
that the opinions of the law officers of the

Biunswick school question, Our Dominion
Parliument has, virtually, accepted, aod ap-
pealed to, the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, 2s a Supreme Court, to hear and
determine upon w qucstion of law involving the
rights, respectively, of the Federal and Pro-
vincial Governments. This is exactly the
course of policy that some weeks ago the Truk
Wirness recommended should be adopted ;
and so jealous are we, ns Counscrvatives, of
State Rights, und so thorough is our hatred of
centralisation in government, and all that tends
thereunto, thut we necept the situation with
shnost satisfuction.  We might indeed have
gained a more complete, but only momentary,
triumph, by asscrting the right of the Federal
Governmnent to interfere with the Provineiul
Government of New Brunswick, and to annul
its acts. But this triumph would have been
dearly, too demly, bought, in that thercbya
dangerous precedent would have been estab-
lished, and an unlimited, beeause not strictly
defined, power of control over the local govern-
meats would have Deen conferred upon the
Central or Dominion Government. It would
be the death-blow to State Rights, the most
precious of our political endowments, to con-
stitute the Federal Government judge on a
question of law arising out of the rival preten-
siens of the Local wnd the Central Govern-
ments,

PROCESSION OF THI BLESSED SACRAMENT,
—Sunday, the 2nd inst,, was a beautiful day
for the grand ceremony wherewith, in Catholic
countries is celebrated the Teast of Corpus
Christi, in eommemoration of the institution by
Our Lord of the Holy Sacrament, wherein He
gives Himself as the bread of life to those
whom He hus redcemed with His most precious
Blood. All that the Chureh can display of pomp
on this occassion, is by her resorted to in or-
der to testily her faith, and her gratitude to
her Spouse the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords, Who not only deigns but delights to
dwell amorgst the children of men.

About 9-30 A.x., the different Socicties and
Confraternities, with their appropriate banners,

Crown, that is to say of the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council, on the legal question of
the constitutionality of the New Brunswick
.Sehool law, be obtained ; und he moved that a
-clause to that cffeet be udded to the amend-
ment proposed by Mr. Colby. If the decision
of the Judicial Committee should be adverse
to the New Brunswick Legislature then of
-course without infringement on the Federal
principle in our Government, or encroaching
upon State Rights, tho Dominion Government

will have the undoubted right (o interfere
‘with, and put its veto upon, the obnoxious
school law. Mr. Blake having -asked the

huving assuined their assigned places, the Dauis,
beneath which was oarried, by the Very Rov.
M. Truteay, -Grand Viear of the Diocess, the
Blessed Sacrament, passed out through the
portals of the church of Notrec Dame, and
thence proceeded along the line of route in-
dicated in our last. All along St. Joseph
Strect, from McGill to Mountain Street, the
way was handsomely decorated with arches of
overgreens and flags; and the fervent piety
of the dwellers in  this section of the City was
thereby conspicuously demonstrated; iudeed
wo cunnot beatow too much praise on the zeal

exhibited by our citizens of the 8t. Joseph

suburbs. At the junction of the St. Jos_eph,|
with Mountain Street 2 hzndsome altar, or
reposoir had been ercoted, before which the
Procession Lalted, and from which, after the
singing of the Tantu Ergo, Benediction of
the Blessed Suerament was given, The route
was then continued along St. Antoinc and
Craig Streets, and the Church of Notre Dawe
was reached about 1-30 ».x. Here Benediction
was again given, and the Procession broke up.

Everytling passed over with the “utmost
order, and, on the whole, we have never wit-
nessed a finer celebration of the august festival
than that of Sunday lust. The length of the
procession may be judged of from the fict that
it took upwards of an hour snd a half for it to
puss a given point.

In confirmation of our thesis that without
State aid Protestantism canmot, and never has
been able to, hold its own against Jouunism ;
and that wherever the two forees huve been

left free to fight out the battle, without Stale
interfercnee, there the Catholic Chuarch
has triumphed — we find the Witness of
the 23rd ult, invoking State interference
in Eoglud, to check the ¢ surprising
increase in Eogland, of monasteries, nui-
neries, schools, churches — and in fact all
tho machiery of the hicrarchy.”— Witwess,
23rd May. Our contemporary suysi—

“The popular sentiment is that the Romanists
have had too much, * =* + Yet they still ask
for mare. A Dbill has lately been introduced to
Darliament by an Irish member, which ostensilily
enqcts the repenl of cortain fdisabilities, but really
seeks to restore to Romanism its former ascendeney
in Great Britain. Full rights and privileges are
alrendy aceorded to Romanists, even extreme con-
cessions have been granted in order to conciliate
them. * < ¢ Buttherc is a limit to this pelicy
of concilintion."—7b.

We have it lere admitted that Catlelicity
has made, is making, rapid progress in ling-
Jand ; for otherwise there could not have been
a ¢ surprising inerease” of monasteries, sehooly,
and churches,

But certainly this rapid progress has not
been due to State aid, or to any secular influ-
ences; for, in spite of the * pepular seutiment”
to which the Witness refers us, we defy our con-
temporary to mention any one right or privi-
lege, by law accorded to Romanists, which is
not also in like manner extended to every reli-
gious denowination in England. Catholies in
faet labor under some exceptional disabilities;
as for instanee, cortain high offices of Stute are
closed to them; exceptional legal obstucles to
their acquisition of property are interposed by
the State; their elergy and teachers, as in the
case of the Jesuits, are by law compelled under
heavy pecuniary penalties to register them.
selves; and besides these legal * disabilitics,”
they are subject to a social persecution which
amounts to ostracism, To become a Catholic
in Bngland, is to become a pariah, or sociul
outeast, And yet, in spite of these leeal und
sociul disadvuntayges, Catholicity has inereased
in Iingland, is increasing, and in the opinion
of the TWitness must be checked. The old
penad laws wust for this purpose be re-enacted
in whole or in part, and the State must impose
obligations or burdens on Catholics which it
imposcs on none of its other subjects,—I’ro-
testants, Jews, Mahomctans, or Heathen—
That this is what the TWifness means, that this
is the only meuning of whieh his words are
susceptible, is plain from this:—That ull that
Catholics enjoy by law in Eoglapd is a some-
what restrieted, und precarious toleration ; that
they have no single legul right or privilege of
any kind which is vot possessed us fully by
Jews, and by Protestants of all seets; and that
therefore if they have ¢ ‘o0 much” they must
be deprived of something which they actually
have, ar hold only in commen with all their fel-
low-subjects. .

Earl Raussell; of Ecclesiastical Titles Bill
notoriety, and whom Puncl aptly depicted as
a London gamin, chalking up in large letters,
“ No Popery” on the walls, and then running
away—comes out in the same strain, as the
Witness, and thus bears his testimony to the
truth of our thesis ; since, Cutholieity, in spite
of the disadvantages, legal, and soeial, under
whicll it hubors in Krgland, is constantly co-
crouching upon Protestantism, supported as
the latter still is, by some of the old Protestunt
penal laws. We cite the following passages
from a letter by his No-Popery Lovdship, read
on the 3vd May last, at the annual mecting of
the ¢ British and IForeign Schools Society.”
Hauving given it as liis opinion © that any sys
tem of teaching which omitted religious in-
struction must be faulty und inadequate,”
His Lordship refers to the efforts wade by
Catholics to combine religious instruction, with
their system of teaching:—

itThe Jesuits of Rome wre cendeavoring to gain
possession of tho means of cducation in Ireland,and
the Jesuits of Oxford are working hard to acquire
the cducation of England. Lot us hope that these

machinations will be resisted by the lovers of reli-
glous liberty in England, and in Ireland.”

The religious seruples of Protestant Dis-
senters ave to be respected ; but those of Cath-
olics must be trampled uoder foot of a Protest=
ant mujority in the House of QJommons; for
His Lordship continues :-—

It is-to be hoped that next year the members of

! byterian will be “willing to send his son toa Church

-quished, and probably will be so before any long

their children a good education, free from fhe

the Government will declare themselves enemies of

all oppression to Dissenters, for they cannot expect
that a Baptist parent will be satisfied to psy & tax
for the promotion of infant baptism, or that o Pres-

to pray for a blessing on the order of Bishops. These
attacks on freedom of conscience must bereline

time shall elapse. The state of Ireland in respect of
education is more critical.  Unless speedily checked
by the House of Commouns, the Ultramontane party
which bad so signal and triumphaut a victory last
year at Rome will next year gain s triumph_equally
signal'at Dublin. For my part I only say that this
is not a time when either the Liberal clergy of the
Establishment, orthe Protestant Dissenters ought to
go to sleep.

This too is very plain. The State must
distinguish in its legislatict: betwixt Protestant
Dissenters and Catholics, and in favor of the
former. The religious scruples of the first, ir-
respective of their intrinsic merits, must be
respected ; but unless checked by the House
of Commons, i.e. if the latter remain neutral—
the ultramontane party will be triumphaat in
Dublin, This is exactly what the TRUE
WirNEss says, Where the State is only neu-
tral, the Catholic Chureh will ¢rinmple

The question whether there are any reuson-
able grounds for expeeting that the U. States
will ever become Cathelic ? that is to say Cath-
olic in the same sense that they are now Pro-
testant—is much diseussed by the Catholic
press of the U. States, and the wnswer giver is
for the most part in the affirmative. The
Cutholic Revicr published in Brooklyn, has an
able article on the subject, in which it indicates
several causes now in active operation in the
North Rastern States of the Union especially, all
of which are Favorable to the relative inerease of
the Catholic population. A mongst these causes
he cnumerates one, often alluded to by Protest-
ant ministers and by Protestant medical men,
of which the immediute conseyquence is the
rapid diminution of the native born Protestant
population to whom, exclusively, its operation
is limited. Amongst the Catholics of the same
States this cause is unknown, or at all events
very rare indeed. To this cause the Ceutholic
Union—aunewly cstablished, and ably conducted
paper—published in Buftalo thus alludes:—

= The evil here spoken of is prevalent amengst
those cutside of the Clurch all over the country;
Lut nowhere is its presence made monifest so plainly
as in the New England States. Theve the original
Puritan stock is fast dying eut, and a few more de-
cades of years will probably place it amongst the
things of the past. So great has been the increase
of the terrible crime mentioned hy the Review that
it has attracted ¢ven the notice of tho Protestant
ministry.”

Whilst on the one hand, owing to its unmen-
tionuble crimes the Protestant stoek is actually
« dying out,” on the other hand, the Catholic
populution is positively creasing — by im-
migration ; by births, for Cathalie unions are
prolific; and by conversions, In the last
quarter of a ccutury therefore, the relative
strength of the Protestant and Catholic popu-
lations has greatly altercd, and altogether to
the advantago of the latter, in spite of the many
losses whieh by apostacy it has had to de-
plore; but day by day, as the number of Cath-
o'ic churohes, of Catholic schools, and of the
Catholic clergy augments, these defections
dimiuish.

Now if wo assume that the causcs that have
long heen, and are aetually at work shall con-
tinue to operate, with but equad foree, it is no
difficult thing to determine the time when the
mjority of the populutisn of the 17, States
shall be Cutholic; wud though it is not to be
expeeted that, even then, the Cutholie religion
will be by law recogaised as the religion of the
country, or that any particular political status
will be accorded to its ministers, and its peo-
ple—still with a great preponderance of the
Catholic clement in their several populations,
these Stutes would be to all intents and pur-
poses Catholic States; and their legislation
would at all events be brought into harmony
with the prineiples of the Catholic religion.
Their aneient liberties for which under God,
they are indebted to the old Common Law of
Tngland—itself tlie product of a Catholic age—
and which precious inheritance the first emi-
grints brought with them across the Atluntic,
will be confirmed. and piaced beyond the reach
of the disintegrating tendencies of modern
liberalism ; edueation will ceuse bo be Gudiess;
and the essentially Protestant jnstitutions of
the country, speh us Divoree nnd Tree Love,
together with Puritinism, will be counted
amongst the things of the past.

But will the causcs now at work continue to
operate, and in the same direction ?  We think
that they will, and with ever inercusing furee,
so that the process of Catholicisation will con-
tinue with ever inereasing velocity., There are
plenty of signs that the disregard for morality,
especially us regards the sexual relations, to
which the rapid dyiag out of the old Puritan
stock of New Eegland must in great part be
attributed, is steadily on the increase; this as.

sures us that the Protestant population will,-

continue to decline in point of numbers, On
the other hand, as the Catholies increase in
numbers and in wealth, it will be the ensier for
them to establish their own schools, and to give

deleterions inﬁuences of the Common Schooi
system, It isto the want of the means hitherto

that must be attributed the great losie:
have osourred amongst the sccond agq thi
generations of Catholic immigrants . and ul]rd
cause removed, the effoct will disappt;nr .
Oun the whole then the prospects z.lre
think, bright and encouraging for the t.rh: iy
of our holy faith on this Contivent, We Tph
ﬂ_a;- no sudden and violent change; by wd OJOk
ticipate a steady leavening of the whole o
we expect to see the tree that has g 3

Tung f
the seed that was but as the Sma]lesI: ofgS::(OIm
E)

become 2 great and stately tree, ecoyer

ver
land, and beneath whose boughs ::nd x-ef;'l;sgl:h9
shade all the dwellers therein shall be ble .
Amen. e,

3 which

The Ballot Bill has at laat ot through g,

House of Commons in safety, und s about te
be sont up to the Lords. In what sha 'o
shall emerge if ever it emerge at 411 from f; :
Lordship’s House, remnins to be ggep T:u
it will be violently ussuiled, both iy ;tg r.nt
aiple, and in matters of detail, nuny be expel:t;;.
Three views as to the manner in which t] .
right of franchise should be exereigeq olJt.aile
According to one, the Franchise is :1 pub]l']-
trust, confided to a limited number, tg he .
ercised for the benefit of all, ung thmfoerx-
publicly. Another view is, that the richt e;‘
Franchise in the actual social condition T)f tl(:

Empire, often eannot be frecly exercised by n:
owner, if not secretly exercised ; this viey loads
us to the Ballot, and the right of the elector ¢

give his vote sccretly. ’

The third view is, that a mere perinissiy
seerecy would be useless to protect the vot;r i:
the exercise of his franchise rights; that there.
fore the voter must vote sceretly, under Pains
and penalties for divulging his vote by wilfull
displaying Lis ballot ticket, ’ d

Of these three views, the fiest is tho mest
strictly logical and most in hirmony with ﬂ.m
principles on which tle representative system in
Great Britzin is based ; the second is illogical
because mere permissive secret votine \:ouhi
afford no antidote, or protection :1g:ziu:b either
bribery or intimidation; whilst the third
though also strictly logieal, is utterly incomj
patible with personal liberty,

In its favor however it may be ureed that
some other public funetions are excrcide I,Jndcr
the obligation of scerecy.  Members of 2 Qe
eral Court Martial are we believe ot allowed
unless when released by speeial Act of Par:
liament from their obligation to seergey, to
divulge why or on what grounds their verdict
was given; and in the case of the unfortunats
Admiral Byng, whom the British Government
of the day shot in order to encourage the otler
Flag Officers in the Royul Navy, it will be re.
membered that a Bill was introduced into Pur.
liament, but rejected by the Lords, for reless.
ing the members of the Court Martial that hud
condemned him, from their oath of secreey,

The Gazette pronounces an opinion in fuvor
of the proposed chiunges in the clectoral divi
sions of Montreal — thinking they will seeare
to all classes of our mixed community, a frir
share in the representation in Parliament,

The Montreal J/erald takes a less favorable
view of the proposed changes than does the
Guzette. There are many, too, who fear that
these changes will tend to deprive the Irish
Catholies of this City of the political influence
to which by their numbers they are entitled,—
Qur English Protestant fiiends are woll repre
sented. Senrce a third of the population, they)
have already one-third of the representation.
This no one grudges them; but they are no
entitled to more; and in Upper Canada, Ca
tholic minorities do net enjoy so much,

TuE REFORMATION IN I LY.—The progres
that Protestant principles are making in som
parts of the Italian Peninsuln is well illustrato
by certain modifications in Qur Lord's Prayer
lately made in honor of Mazzini the great he
of Protestantism, the lamented teacher of Eva
gelical Sunday schools.  Of the nature of th
modifications alluded to, our readers may judg
from the first line of the Reformed Lord)
Prayer, as amended by Italian Protestants
“Qur Father Mazzini, who art in heaven” &c
&c., &e.  This will suffice to show what pr
gress the Reformation is muking in Italy.

Dr. TavixasToNe—We know not what
believe with respect to the whercabouts 2
actual condition of this justly celchrated trav
ler. We hope that the reports of his safe
may be confirmed ; but certainly hitherto thy
have not been confirmed, either by le#ers fro
the Doctor himself, or from any one who hi
actually met and conversed with him.

Deatn or TEE HoN. SANDFIELD M
DONALD.—This gentleman, whose pame b
long been so familiar to all acquainted Wi
Capadian politics, died at Cornwall on ¢
afternoon of Saturday, the st instant.
funeral took place on Tuesday.—R.LP.

Mr., Maefurlane, M. P, for South ‘Perth, di
somewhat suddenly on Saturday morning.
Ho had been ill only since the previous Tuf

of giving this precious eduéation to the young,

day, when he had attended the debates int
House. St




