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defensive arnor, or froi the coal carry-
ing capacity. In other words the prob-
lem presented to modern science bas been
te combine in one ship the greatest offen-
sive and defensive power compatible
with the duties the ship nay bave to

perforni in actual warfare.
lu response to an invitation from the

Royal United Service Institution, Cap-
tain Mahan ba s recently written a paper
on the follow ing tlesis:

" TuE NAV\L STRATEGY OF THE PA'T

IAS RIEEN DEPENIDENT UPON POWER TO
MAINTAIN CLOSE BLOCKADE OF 1OsTILE
PORTS. CAN SJCHI BLOCKAlDE I, MAIN-

TAINED UNDER PRESFNT COND)ITIONS OF
STEAM, STEEL ANI) 'ORPEnO BO1ATs?

IF NOT, wIJHAT MODIFICATIONS ARE DE-
MANDE) BY TfE CI RCUMSTANCES LARGE-
LY VAR IED FROM PAST WARS? "

In dealing with his subject, the learned
writer in the first place institutes a search
for principles applicable, as w ell to
former as to present conditions, but in
doing so, w arns his readers that there
eau be fould no solution of any problem
free from the elemîent of doubt, uncer-
tainty or risk, and that in plutting any

plan into operation, in order to achieve
successful results, undue anxiety about
ones own dangers is more likely to pro-
duce failure than over confidence or rash-
ness. Comparatively fewer ships will be
needed to closely watch the enemy,
and prevent the egress of his warships,
than would be required to follow and
capture then, if once they succeed in
getting clear away. The object of the
British admirals in the da ys of Napoleon
was not so mnuch to imaintain a close
blocikade, in the sense of preventing an
eneny froin leaving his por ts, as it was
to induce hîim to corne out, at the sa ne
time ensuring his being brought to action
and dstroyed as close to those ports as

possible. The main diffi rence in the
conditions be-twoen the past and the
present is due to the change in propelling
power. Then, the direction of the wind
was an almost certain guide to an
enemy's movements. The application of
steam Las rendered the luties of a block-
ading force much moure arduous seeing
that the vcssels eau now move lm any
direction, and at any time, at will. After
a full discussion of the difficlities and

chances to be encountered by an inside
and outside force respectively, and
assuming that the outside force imust, of
course, he taken to be much the stronger
in fighting strength, the conclusion
reached is that the success of the block-
ading squadron must depend chiefly up-
on a complete organization of its scouting
vessels in order at all times to ma intain
a briglt lookout and complote touch lbe-
tween the vessels employed.

The importance which Captain Mahan
lays upon the great value of swift cruis-
ei s cainot be over estimated. The cry
of Nelson and other old admirais ever
was -for "more frigates." Cruisers are
the eyes of the fleet. The danger to
which the blockading line of battle is
exposed froin torpedo attack may obvi-
ously be much lessened by their being
able to lie at a respectful distance fr'om the
blockaded port, a vigilant look-out anid
close touch being maintained by clouds
of cruisers. It is especially in this im-
portant respect that Great Britain lias so
decided an advantage over foreigni
nations, because she has lier imumens'
reserve of fast mnerchant steamships to
draw froi.

The torpedo boat destroyers, of which
the Daring is given as an illustration,
are at present 42 in number. Thiese
vessels carry a liglt armament, and their
function is, by their great speed înearly
3o knots min hourì', to protect the line of
battle by overhauling and destroying the
snaller torpedo vessels employed against
the tiet.

An illustration is also given of the
Thirushi, a twin screw, composite gun
vessel. There are some 40 of these,
whose drauglit and dimensions will
admit of their being employed on the
Great Lakes. The Thrush carries six
4-inch, and two 3-pr., quick-firing guns,
and two machine guns. Her speed is
13 knots. These vessels are employed in
all parts of the world where necessity
exists for protecting the rights of British
subjects from being outraged by the
sinaller, turbulent, semi-civilized powers.
Reverting to the subject of blockade, it
muîst be remenbered that the meanis,
w'lich, it is probable, will be chiefly reliei
on, in operating against a blockading
squadron will be torpedo warfare.


