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THE BEAUTIES OF HOLY SCRIPTURE.

To THe Epitor oF T CHRISTIAN Mirnor,

81R,~If you think the following original remarks

sultable for your paper, they are at your services
Joxivs,

The human mind, cultivated or otherwise, naturally
elings to the romantic in its associations. The pic~
teres and stories of boghood often haunt ua in matu~
rer yoara; and es il hasbeen observed by ome, it
would be well if the pleasing ideas of youthful simpli-
¢city would gratify alike the days of manhood. The
lnsge family Bible, with il’ many engravings, can be
recollected vividly even now : the scenes of patriar-
ehal gimplicity thers delienated, and the great events
and chacacters that excited our admiration,. have
formed a nucleus to ideas of a more comprehensive
order, and fixed in our minds the leading truths and
events of sacred story. And what history, let me
ask, is conveyed in language so unadorned, and yet
a0 profoundly striking, as the narratives of iloly
Beripture T How sententious and yet sublime!
Selting aside the beauty and variety of Oriental sce-
nery, snd evon their venerable character as inspired
writings, when other historics and biographies sa-

_greater relish 3 and, though ages have rcvolved sisce
they were written, the distance of the objects only
ecems like the mellow twilight of evening to rende,
the landscepe more lovely and impressive. To roam
in the garden of sweots,and cull every inviting flower,
isnot our purpose ; but merely to.notice the sym-
pathy that exists between our mental associations, in
regard to their beauties, and the reasons that excite
i%: Thers is; indeed, little barvea soil- ia this conse-
crated ground ; ita most lonely spots are distingished
%), some mercies, or honoured by the abode of some

servant. of God. ‘Whether we conlemplate the first

dawn of creation in the lusuriancy of Paradise, or
gaxe on the lonely ark of Noah as it mounts the sur-

Abrabam, with his cloud of servants and camels, thro’
the Arabian deserts; or, last of all, recount the ad-
ventures of Joseph—that-most touching of all narra-
tiyes—do wo not feel as i we had never read them
or-heard ol them before, so. powerfully do they en-
twine themstlves with our natural feelings.

.- What fiction of romance can equal the forcible
pathos of the. young Joseph’s misfortunes, or the
becoming catastrophe of his subscquent elevation
to- Pharach’s court, The femine in Canaan—the
mesting of the brathers, after long years of separa-
tion and guilt-—and, to finish the picture, the venera-
ble 6l "Jacob before Pharach, surrounded by his

whole family, like the time-worn ‘oak, grey with|

yours, clasped round: with the green ivy planu—-Wé
fancy we licar the yemulous accents of the aged seer,
in-the august presence of rvoyalty, uttering, & The
dags.of theyears of ‘my pilgrimage ‘ars a hundred
and thirty years o few.and-cvil have the days.of the
yoars:of my life been, and- have not attained to the
Aags. of the:gears: of. the life of my fathers in the days
of their pilgrimage.”” What can be more touching or
satural,. .
. Numerous. atheg parts of, Seripture furnish {ma-
geey of tbe like character. Can, we forget the sling
sid stons ¢f the siripling David—or the monsirous
armour of ‘Gollali T—~thie ‘sudden destryction of the
wally of Jerlcho'at the blast of rams® horna. Elijah,
in the troeless deserty fud by ravens,—his singular
Aranslation 1. hesveny,~or the events that attended
hig successoz, whoinherited his mantle and his spirit ;
the slmple.furniturs :of - the. prophet’s chamber; the
1able, candleatick, and -stool, and-his restoring the
Shunamite’s son. to.life: —1 say, it is no febrile een-
sibility to. prononcce, that these narrations. have a
power to interest the heart a5 long as memory: holds
ber thione, Dignified in. their catastrophe, simplein

their narration, we linger over them as upon & well-

execated panting,

repdeing. in the subducd lights cf
atheroges. . ' : Co ’

the humble villsge of Bethlehem—the midnight an-
gelic choirs—the ndoration of the shepherds and magii,
at peep of dawn, led by the illustiious star to the
manger and cradle of the King of kings. Or,if we
glance at the most active ecenes - of his ministry, can
we forget his numberleas miracles and sweetness of
demeanour towards- the people—the novelty of his
choice of teachers, of so humble a character? Can
we forget his stupendous displays of power in as-
suaging the tempest, in feeding the twelve thousand ;
the preaching in Peter’s boat and the blue lake of
Genesereth § or the deeply aflecting passion he ex-
hibited at the grave of Lazarus, whom he restored to
life, to the joy of the wecping sisters of Bethany ?
What is it, then, that throws over the scene such
mystic light and loveliness 2 Is it the splendour of
language, the riches of description. or the renowned
characters on which it dilates ? No; it is the meek-
ness and divinity of the actor in all theae wonders,
that gives the charm and deepens the impr

it was this heart-appealing influence that caused a
Soame Jennings, a Lord Lyltleton, and a Rochester,
(whoggparched the sacred records avowedly to find ma-
terials for their refutation,) to beccme humble converts
to the faith, and levelled their scornful prejudices to
jthe earth. Weayied with hackneyed philosophical
eq! memes——tired of pleasure’s lowry magic—aick
of:ithe world’s hyyocrisy, and yet no resouree of con-
isolation, they thaught, at any rate, to revenge them-
sclves on Christionity, 8s the disappointed man re-
venges himsell upon the nearest object; but: the
beauty of everlasting truth captivated them, and ita
simplicity was 3s the angel of peace to their distracted
mind. .

The artist who admires the Sublime creations of a
Raphael, Rembrandt, or Michael Angelo, sees in them
natare exhibited by the pencil in light and shade so
vivid asto seem real. And who cannot but imagine,
so natural and affecting are the portraits and scenes
of Holy Seripture, that, while we are. reading, we
are present, trcading those holy fields, over whose
acres, eightcen hundred ycars ago, His sacred
feet trod who was nailed for our advantage to the
bitter eross 1 '

From those few observations let us learn: 1. That
the style of the Seriptures is certainly a proof of the
antiquity and genuineness of the books themselves.
2. That the attractions they have are not Jiterary ones
merely, though the ‘Old Scriptures furnish abundant
examples of them, but it is their Hruthfulness that
gives them their patural and impreesive character.
8. The importance of the subject they rclate to,
should indnce every person to read them as the ora-
cles of God, and. pray for its enlightening apirit to
make him wise unto salvation.

‘8t. Sylvester, July 20, 1844,

THE CONVERSION OF THE.JEWS.
Lerrer XXVI.

CONCLUSION.

To Tux EpITOR 0¥ THE CHRISTIAN Minrog.
Sir,— We refer to our former letlers on thjs
subject with considerable difidence and conscious-
ness of defect. And, as an ample apology, it
would be perfectly satisfactory, could we fully
explain the circumstances of inconvenience under
which they have very often been composed. But
we feel happy in havivg so triumphantly suc-
ceeded in establishing our original position and in
animating the hopes and the efforts-of the Church
of Christ, in relation to the.conversion of ¢ fhe
nation of the Jews.” ) '
. Typographical etrors have, in some instances,
impaired, and in others completely perverted, the
'sense we intended to convey. An, for-instance,
in the last paragraph of our 24th letter; where
the xvord preceded wai printed instead of the, word
succeeded. The idea we ‘neant to express was
this : that the age of Gospel Millennium. <¢ will
be succeeded by, at least, a short struggle, on.the
pait of the powers of darkness, for their-lost as-
cendancy. - ]ll"i?f that period, (Revel. xx. 7,8.)
1’ And when the thousand years are expired, Sclan

shall be loosed out of his prison,and shall go out
to deceive the nations which ave in the four quar .
lers of the carth.” But the Go:pel shall PrEVI-
ousLy be preached, and shall prevail, « among
ell nations,” :

Our proofs of the approaching national conver-
sion of the Jews, have chicfly been drawn from
the INew Testament. The same animating
tiuth is taught, indeed, in the Old Testament, in
connection also with their promised return to Pa-
lestine; which shall’ yet most assuredly take
place. Bulmore than ordinary discrimination,
on the part of the reader, would be needtul, in
order {0 understand same of the Oid Testament
allusions to these maguificent events. And as
we have written purposely for the benefit of the
unlearned enquirer, we have restricted oursélves
to what \was more ohvious, in argument, illustra~
tion, and proof, and have endeavoured to assist
him by refercnce tostraightforward, unfigurative,
New Testament teaching. This, the use of but
a very small portion of common gense, will con-
vince any person, cen only be REALLY understood
in ONE WAY. . :

We have shown, beyond any questioning, that
the Epistle to the Romans is eminently a JFwisn
EPISTLF. It was written by a learned and con-
verted Jew, in relation to the church-standing
of his converted Jewish brethiren. It was wntten
to a church in which there were strong tenden-
cies, on the patt of converted Gentiles, unduly to
disparage even the converted Jew; and jtcon-
tains a most logical and scriptural argument, in
reproof of such disparagement, and in demonstra-
tion, that Jewish ¢ blindness® shall yet be re~
moved in connection with Gentile ¢ fulness,”
and that the whole nation shallthen be coaverted '
to-God.

The chief weight of our argument has been
made to rest on Rom. xi. 26, 26,27. An impar-
tial annlysis has conducted the reader to that part
of the epistle, which some have either inadver.
tently or ¢« ignorantly” applied lo ¢ the spiritual
Israel;” orto those alieady converted by the
Gospel, ¢ This their way is their folly,”

We have seen:—

.

This passaze refers to an ¢S Iirael” said lo
be under the influence of ¢ blindness>> But it
cannot be seid of ¢ the sPrriTUAL Tsracl,? ¢ that
blindness hath happened unto them :

THEREFORE they are not here intended ; but
clearly the Jews, as a nation, who still: have
< the veil upon their hearls.” . .

m
This passage declares, that the cblindness”
of Israel shall only continue ¢ wunlil the fulness

‘|of the Gentiles be come in.>?

But this blindnesRaptill cont'mue.s, until this
day: .
Tuenerone  the fulness of the Gentiles’ has

NOT YET ¢ come in.”

nr.
This passage teaches, that when ¢ the ful-
ness of lllze Gentiles be come in, all Tsrael . shall be
saved.” -

But none can be ¢ saved”’ unless ¢ converled.”®
_ Tuererore ¢ all Tsrael”” shall then be- “con=
veried.? .

.

What Holy Scripiure announces, we &re
authorised to believe and expect, with unwaver-
ing assurance. . : .

But Holy Scripture announces the approaching
& fulness of the Gesililes,” as characlerrising the
era in which ¢ oll Isracl shall be saved:>® ~

THERKFORE, We ought to expect, wilh unwe~
vering assurance, both « the fulness- of .the: Gen~
tiles,”” and that then, “all Israel shall “be saved.”
| Affecting it is, to see ceriain individuals, from
whom betier things MiGnT have heen expedted,
boldly affirming that both the conversion . of the
Jews < and the fulness of the Gentiles’?? NEVER
WILL ¢ come in /* e L

After mistaking Scriptures so praIy; intelli-
gent persons will be able to judge of their comPpE.
TENCY to understand the more obscute and " diffi«
cult portions of ¢pANTEL” and THE REVELATIONS!

Yet they. undertake 1o LECTURE. even oa
these | )

These,they do truly
OUT NUMBER.”? ~ . R

Whatever allowance may be- made for {heir
MOTIVES, it is, clearly, a. solemn duty to expse
their msTaREs. No . sincere _persons become
« deceivers,’? but by themselves & being deceived.”®

¢ darken, BY, WORDS WITH-

And we bave devoutly dropped this clueof truth,



