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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.
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"l grasp. My state providentially excited

the Christian feclings of a devoted servant of|

the Lorl, who during my illness, paid me se-
veral visits.  On those occasions he spoke to
mx about the love of Jesus in dying for me,
aalsuzh poctions of the Scriptures as he
julged applicable to my state; and called
upon God, in prayer, to bless me. My con-
eeplions relative to these exercises were, that
they constituted a soct of duty which a picus
man thought it right 1o attend 1o, and to which
ithwas very proper for sick persons to submit;
hut hzyond this, they made no impression on
wy mind, It was the will of the Lord, how-

- ever, that T should recover; and [ was soon
able to drive out. I now thought that I had
no more to do with religious means, or even
with religions men, until sickn2ss might again,
at some far distant day, lay its hands upon
mz.  Bat haw mysterious are the ways of
Gul! how diversificd the maans ke employs
to bring sinners to himself! On my first vi-
sity alter my recovery, to the town of B
I was mat on the street by the devoted Chiris-
tian who ha:l so kindly vidjted me during my
2flliction.  He inquired, in i

-

he most afection-
ate manner, after my heulth; and I well re-
collect my reply: it was, <that I was never
better i my life’ To my great surprise,
however, he pressed upon me the importance
of immediatzly giving up-my heart to the Sa-
vioury and of preparing for death. 1 cannot
tell now what more he said; but when he
left me, I began to think that, though it might
b2 very right and proper for one to be school-
¢ 1 about religion when lying on a sick bed, it
wasa most preposterous thing for' a man so
strongly to insist upon it to a person in per-
fret health, as | then waz,  Such were my
first thoughts after this, to me, never to be for-
gotten interview. My friend’s remarks, how-
cvery induced subseqient and better reflec—
tions; and T was at/lastled to read the Bible
for myself, The light that soon broke in upon
my mind led to discoveries of a ~havacter
triiy wanderful to me : notonly did 1 read in
the Seriptares of God, that 1 was a guilty,
Pttty hell—deserving sinner, but I feltitin
my inmost soul, [ feit, too, how powerful
m¥ oiligations wére fo wve ihai gracious
Being who had w0 loved me as to give his
ouly Legotten Son to die for me. T saw that
my whole lile had bren one continued act of
rebellion against Yy and _my astonishment
wie great that he had not long before let loose
the thuncler of his power against me, and
phung~l e fower than the grave.  These
zelgs, however, were accompanied by a
hope that the Lord in his infinite mercy
veoald be asacious uato me, and pardon my
sius. Under this impression, T gave mysell
ui to sarching the Scriptures; anid one night
atter my family had retired, T threw myself
aa vt oa my knees hefore the sofa, and called
upon ihe Lord 1o have compassion on wme,
anernove the burden of iy tran sgressions,
IV oug T eontinued i that way T cannot
row recolleets but Lelure T ecased to plead,
m an agony of praver, the merits of the Sa—
viour’s daath, the Spirit of the Lord o ¢lear-
v set torth Cheist Jesns before my mind, ar
deieg { v sing, that T' could no longer
<lonbt the willimgness of God to have mercy
upon we, Peace justantly flowed into my
ty and I rejoiced with u_jov thatsvasam—
Fpékableand Al of glore, 1 immediately
hastened to my bed reom, and awaking my
wite, told hee of iy newly tarted happiness,
Thus did the Loed introduce meé into newnes.
ol lite 5 and from that tine to the pecsent |
can traly say that his” ways have Leen to me
wiivs of pleasantness, and all hie  pathe
prace.”

The eaptain emded his interssting sccount
ol biz  couver ‘0v.  He evidemly flt the

making it to be a cross ; but, as the Lord’s
witness, he dexired to bear a faithful testimony
to the grace which was bestowed upon him ;
and having done this, he confidently left the
issue to God. The solemn silence which
followed was soon broken by Mr. K——, who
though personally unacquainted with th
tain, was not a stranger to his God. The
dealing of the Lord with his children, although
diversified, exhibit evident proofs to the Chris-
tian’s mind that they are operatiors of the
same’ Spirit. It proved ro in the present
case ; the experience of Captain B
told feclingly and impressively upon the heatt
of my mercantile friend. The mercy of the
Lord in calling him into the glorious liker-
ty of his children, stood out beforc his
mind in all itsimportance ; and, {fom a heart
overflowing with gratitude to God, he too de-
clared, in a brief manner, what thé Lord had
done fer his soul, '

The scene altogether was one of deep in-
terest—of interest which doubtless extended
itsell beyond the room in which these strang-
ors sat, and in which angels themselves refus-
ed not to participate. I'have before observed
that there were atthis time in the coflec room,
two or three small partics of genticmien, who
at first were busily cagaged with the news-
papers; it waz obsén,ﬁ:d, however, that as
Captain B proceeded with the account
of his conversion, the papers were laid
down, and the most marked atiention secmed
to be paid to his most interesting parrative:
so much so, that altheugh it occupied a con-
siderable time, the bell was never onee rung,
nor the smallest uneasiness monifested by any
of the gentlemen present.  The cvening was
now, however, considerably advaiced 5 and,
aller some refreshments had been partaken of,
the officer, Captain B, and Mr. K. warmly
shook hands and separated for the night.

(To be continued.)
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INSTANCLES o EXTRAORDINARY MEMORY.
t. Cyrus, the founder of the Persian Empire,
kn:w the names of all the soldicrs of his army.
2. Lucius Cornelius Scipio knew all the Ro-
mans by name. o
3. Cyneas, we oralor, and minister of Phrrhus,
Kines of Epirus, knew and solicited the whole of
the Senate and their domestics by name,

4. Mitbridates, King of Pontus, knew 22 lan-
guages, and spoke them all Auently. John Pius,
the youngast son of John Francis Pins, Prince of
Mirandola, is said (o have been fumiliar with 18
languages by the time he had reached bis 18th
year.  Sir William Jones was acquainted with
98 different langnazes. William Tee, professor
of the Arabic and Hebrew languages in the Uni-
versity of Cambnidge, became familiar with 17
languagesin 14 years, Leyden, the poet and
mentaiist, and Adeluug, the linguist, were skilled
in'many languages, both ancient and medern.—
The German poet, Klopstock, is said {o have been
able to repeat the Iliad from the beginning to the
ond.

5. Scneea, the moralist and tragedian, says
that he could, in his youth, repeat 2000 names
in the same order that they were read to him, and
that by Lis cxtraordinary mnemonic powers he
could repeat two hundred independent verses dic-
tated to him by as many persons, beginning with
the last, and so on successively until he came to
the first, and this withouta single omission. The
mention of this astonishing endowment of the Ro-
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"having recited a tale of fiction in pohlic, ops of
his auditors claimed _it as his produ-tion, ape ip
proof of the sllegation, repeated it word for word,
{o the great discomfiture ol the real anthor, whe
was incapable of the same effort of wemory, o
similar occurrence is said 1o have taken plice in
"the case of an Englishman, who applied (o Fre-
derick the Great for permission to teach the ajt
of mnemonics in the Prussian dominions; To
'test the truth of the pretensions of the professor.
lthc Prussian king prevailed on Voltaire to repeas
ta long poem which be had just finished, when, to
the surprise of the king anil-the French philose-
pher, the Englishiman recited the whole without
the least deviation from the original.

6. Dr. Alexander Gerard, the celebrated Scotch
metaphysician, was gifted with uncommen pow-
crs of memorv. Itis to him that Dr. Beattie al-
ludes, in his Essayson Memory and Imagination,
when he says, % he could fix a sermon, in two
hours? application, so eflectnally in his mind asto
be able to recite in public, without the change,
omission, or transposition of the smallest word.”

7. It has been observed (hat nature delights in
ancmalies and deviations from her general and
cstablished laws. The following faet corroho-
rates the assertion. In the ¢ Guide to the Obser-
vations of Nature,” the author of that valuable
and original work says—*¢ I knew a fool who was
placed’ under the charge of a clergyman in the
country, as being mtglfy incapable of condncting
himsell in ordinary matters, (he was a young
man of fortunc) ;'et he could repeat every word
of the clergyman’s sermon, tell how many people
there were in the church, how any one that
sat in a pew named to him was dressed, or who
did or did not contribute to the poor, He could
do that for any Sunday; last weck, or last year,.
was all the same to him.”

8. The bovs Zerah Colburn, Thomas Malkin,
and George Bidder, were gifted with astonishing
wmeroories for mental calculation ; and the late
Wmn. Fraser, of Edinburgh, equalled them in the
same endowment.  But of all the instances of the
extraordinary cxertion of this faceity, none is
more surprising than that of Dr. John Willis,
Leucasian professor in the University of Oxford.
In his lelters occurs the following memorable
avowal:—¢ In the dark night, in bed, without
pen, ink, paper, or anything equivalent, I did,
by memory, extract the oot of 3,00000,00000,~
00000,000¢0,00000,00000,00000,0C000, Wwhich {
found to be 1,73205,08075,68877,29353 fere.”

9. Woodfall, the Pacliamenlary reperter, re-
poried the whole of the speeches uttered in the
siltings of the luasa frane inomory, O ilie sub-
jeet, the auttor of the « Guide to the Olservalion
of Naturc,” gives us the following informatien :
% Some time ago there was employed, as reporter
lo one of the morning papers, a gentleman who
had long been a faithful laleurer on the establish-
ment in the Upper Ilcuse. He took no netes
whatever, and vl if an nnexpected debate sprung
up, and he wag left for honrs hefore any one went
to relieve him, he could wiite ont the whols ver-
batim. In the olfien, ton, he was the oracle of
facts and dates ; and s he had read the newspa-
pers dilizently for many years, he knew almosy
every Parliamentary sentence, and could tell by
whom il was spoken, on which evening, wha!
was the suhject of the debale; and who were th,:
prineipal speakess.

Lastly, Pliny, in the 24th chapler of the se.
venth book of "his Letters, relates some instance ¢
of prodigious memory ; and in the same passag.
he also mentions persons, who, by Jisease, a fail
or otheraccidents, lost the greatest gift and-blos-
sing of naiure. :

A REMARKABLE. CONVERSION.

<« Another of these grandmothers who had wal-
lowed in the very sewerss of heathenism, the dupa

man tragedian and moralist brings to recollection  of all the supeistitions of former times, had been
the exploit of a certain Corsican who dwell_at)an active agent.of the wicked one in opposin;:
Pudu, aud ‘who, according to the report i "Anfo- | the progress of the Gospel. As the represont:i-'
nins Muretus, could repeat words dictated tohim tive of by-gone ages—for the snows of many
fiom the Greck, Latin and other languages, in the ;n year were seen through the mass of grease an '

very order of their dictation ; and he performed
the same feat backwards withoot the smallest de-
viation from corrceiness, whether he hegan from
the last, the third, - the. fifth, or any given order
f-om the first; and that, too, thouszh the words
wvere withoul meaninz or connection, ’

In the passage in wiich Scneca mentions Lis
xtraordinary rffort of memory just mentioned,
"o tells a pleasaut story of a certain poct, who

dirt which adorned her head—she was regarde.}
with reverence by the ’yoqnggr_females on th)
lstation, as the oracle of ancient wisdom. Shy
j was wont to tell them what they knew not of th
rustoms of their ancestors. Had she been a man,
Iher contaminating infuence would long hava
,Leen arrested ; for there were those on (he sta-
tion whose influence would have driven her to™
{seck an asylum elsewhere ; but she was borng



