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mentioned two or tiree of the class 1 have now undertaken to des-
cribe, this article causcd inuch agitation among collectors and dealers
some of whom dcnicd the truth of nîy allegations in strong terms ;
but as yet no proof has been produccd to sustain thcir allegations
regarding the genuineniess of the coins in question.

As many of thest fabrications were ornitted from that article and
niany more have since bccn issued the list will be too long to give
in rull dctait. By the terni fabrications, which 1 use herc, is meant
coins or nmedals %truck for no other purpose than to seli to collectois.
I t would not have bten proitable to have produced thcsc fabrications
had there not been such a demind for ririties and novelties in Cana-
diin coins, and bad flot the î>rices; demanded and checrfully 1xiid
been exceptionally, if flot extravagiaitly high. Even now these fabi
,nations arc sold at pricts varyisng froni firty cents to fivc dollars cach.

Trhere was just such an experience in England about a hundred
ycars ago whe,î what are known as eighteenth century Tradesmen
Tokens wec issued iii great variety. So beautifuhly executed wcre
many of them and so interesting was the whole scries that many nu-
miismatists wcre attractcd to its study. In a short time the collecting
of thest tokens became so fashionablethat the search afterrare varietites
caused a regular furore arnong collectors. And those who are ever
ready to p>rofit by such wants soon arranged that rare varieties should
be forthcomîng. New tokens were designed, rare trial îieces showing
différent stages of the unfinished dies were struck, and mule pieces
in endless varicty wert turned out, to be sold at outlandish prices, as
great raritics to hun.gry collcsors. Mules were multiplied indefini-
tely by means of the lettered collar then so fashionable for inscri-
bing the edges of coins. These were changed and interchanged with
obverses and reverses until the niost painstaking collectors werc bewil-
dered and rnany at length becanie so disgustcd that rarities for whicii
two or thrce pounds had bccn paid were perniitted to bc sacrificcd
for hardly more than as stany pence. If thîs traffic in Canada be
not stopped the samc results will follow. The practice should be
discournged by ail lawful mieans and that too without delay ; for in
the long run it will cure itself as it did in England, to the great loss
of honest collectors and dealers. 'lhose who have invcsted largely
in gcnuinc Canadian coins at high prices will soon find their trea-
sures greatly reduced in value by this/abricaling business.


